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Welcome Message from Reader Services
Welcome to the latest edition of “Read This”. 

Reader Services always welcomes your feedback on “Read This”. We hope you like our latest additions!
Fortnightly New Titles. 
The Library records a list of New Titles on a fortnightly rotation. If you would like to hear them, please call the Library after hours.

Readers’ Reviews
Off the Returns Trolley…
“House of Hope” by Kate Alexander. 
Format: DAISY (AU 106135).
Narrator: Patricia Jones.

Written in: 2005.
Set in: Italy 1860’s.
Subject Interest Codes: Family Stories and Historical Fiction.
Summary: Arriving in Italy from Sicily in 1861, Vittorio Speranza sets up as a fine art dealer. After an early success, his hope of a dynastic succession is dashed by a family feud. His son Niccolo changed his name to Nicholas Hope and opens a Sale Room in London. However, the family link endures, surviving the depression and Hitler, and the Anglo-Italian houses of Speranza and Hope are united into a flourishing and dynamic entity.

Reader Comments: “loved this book, thankyou”, “An absolutely fantastic book.” 

“58 Short Stories” by O. Henry.
Format: DAISY (AU 103218).
Narrator: Marvin Kane.
Written in: Early 1900’s.
Set in: Early 1900’s – contemporary for the time it was written. 
Subject Interest Codes: Twentieth Century Literature and Short Stories.
Summary: An omnibus of three books of humorous and ingenious short stories, first published 1907-1908.  Comprises: The Heart of the West, The Voice of the City, The Gentle Grafter.

Reader Comments: “I just loved the O. Henry stories. I bought this book in print when I was 19 it was a pleasure to come across them again.” 
“The Life of John Milton” by A.N. Wilson.
Format: DAISY (AU 106442).
Narrator: John Westbrook. 
Written in: 1983.
Set in: England, 1600’s.
Subject Interest Codes: Biography and Biography – Writers.
Summary: A very sympathetic portrait of an egotistical man, taking in the poet and polemicist as well as the man of religion who worked for Cromwell's Protectorate. 'Paradise Lost', 'Regained' and 'Samson' are set in context and discussed in some detail.
Reader Comments: “This biography of England’s greatest poet is written by a polished writer of autobiographies and novels.  Wilson gives balance to the poet’s personal life, his poetry, and the tumultuous times in which Milton lived. This book is of value to those interested in London life in the seventeenth century, poetry, theology and the English Civil War. Being recorded by RNIB it has an entirely appropriate English voice.” 
“Storm warning” by Jack Higgins.

Format: DAISY (AU 102637).
Narrator: Andrew Timothy.

Subject Interest Codes: War Fiction and Sea Stories.
Summary: During World War II, a group of German expatriates trapped in Brazil must sail across five thousand miles of tempestuous water to reach their homeland-and face the deadly barricade of American and British military power.

Reader Comments: “…a terrific book. The description of the ship in the storm is so good you feel like you are on the ship being carried up and down on the stormy ocean”.

Humour Hamper
“Theft : a love story” by Peter Carey. 
Formats: DAISY (AU 99096), Tape (AU 100248), Braille (AU 100339).
Narrator: Stephen Pease.
Written in: 2006.
Set in: New South Wales, contemporary.
Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction and Twenty-First Century Literature.
Winner: Victorian Premier's Literary Award, Vance Palmer Prize for Fiction, 2006.

Winner: N.S.W. Premier's Literary Award (Christina Stead Prize for Fiction) 2007.

Shortlisted: Miles Franklin Award, 2007.
Summary: Narrated by artist Butcher Bones and his 'damaged 220 lb brother' Hugh, Theft recounts their adventures and troubles after Butcher's plummeting career and spiralling drink problem force them to retreat from Sydney to northern New South Wales. Here the formerly famous artist is reduced to acting as caretaker for his patron and nurse to his idiot-savant brother. Then mysterious American beauty Marlene turns up one stormy night, clad in a pair of Manolo Blahniks. Claiming that the brothers' neighbour owns an original Jacques Liebovitz, she sets in motion a chain of events that could be the making or ruin of them all.

“The importance of being Earnest : a trivial play for serious people” by Oscar Wilde.
Format: DAISY (AU 111987).

Narrator: Elizabeth Winfield.
Written in: 1895.
Set in: England, Victorian era.
Subject Interest Codes: Drama and Classic Fiction.
Summary: Humorous play consisting of an improbable plot in an atmosphere of cucumber sandwiches and social snobbery. Two gentlemen deceive two ladies into believing that they are called Earnest.

“The hitch hiker's guide to the galaxy” by Douglas Adams.
Series: The hitch hiker's guide to the galaxy (Book 1).

Format: DAISY (AU 102614).
Narrator: Gordon Dulieu.
Written in: 1979.
Subject Interest Codes: Science Fiction and Wit and Humour Fiction.
Summary: When the earth is demolished to make room for a galactic freeway, sole earth survivor Arthur Dent is forced to take up a life of hitchhiking around the cosmos with the aid of an alien friend and a book called `Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy'.
Writers who write like…
ROSAMUNDE PILCHER
(Country life fiction)
Kate Atkinson; Maeve Binchy; Amanda Brookfield; Elizabeth Buchan; Isla Dewar; Clare Dowling; Katie Fforde; Margaret Forster; Caro Fraser; Adele Geras; Sarah Harrison; Judith Ryan Hendricks; Erica James; Deborah Moggach; Belva Plain; Libby Purves; Barbara Trapido; Joanna Trollope; Mary Wesley; Marcia Willett.
Author Anniversary 
John Buchan
John Buchan was born 26th August 1875 in Scotland. Buchan’s first book was published in 1894. 

After studying at the Universities of Glasgow and Oxford, Buchan became a barrister in London, and then private secretary to the High Commissioner for South Africa. On his return to London, he became involved in tax law, and then worked for Thomas Nelson and Sons. Buchan became a war correspondent during World War I, subsequently joining the army. It was around this time that he wrote his most famous book “The Thirty-Nine Steps”, which was later filmed. Buchan went on to become British Director of Information, and then Director of Intelligence. In 1927, he became a Conservative MP, and later a Lord High Commissioner. In the mid 1930’s Buchan moved to Canada, where he was made Baron Tweedsmuir of Elsfield, Governor General of Canada.
The Library holds many books by John Buchan, including “The Thirty-Nine Steps”. 
“The thirty-nine steps” by John Buchan.

Format: DAISY (AU 103075).

Series: Richard Hannay, Book 1.
Followed by: Greenmantle.
Written In: 1915.
Set In: England, early 20th century.

Narrator: Andrew Timothy.
Subject Interest Codes: Spy Fiction and Suspense Fiction.
Summary: When the secret agent he befriends is murdered in his London flat, Richard Hannay finds himself the target of a deadly ring of spies intent on silencing him. His only hope is a young woman who wants no part of him.
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