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Welcome Message from Reader Services

Welcome to our ANZAC Day issue. We hope you find some inspiring material, and take time to reflect on those Australians who have, and still continue to serve in wartime, wherever that may be.  You may find these links to other ANZAC websites interesting.

http://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/anzac/anzac_tradition.asp
http://www.cultureandrecreation.gov.au/articles/anzac/
Message from the Acquisitions Librarian 
Dear all,

This year’s Miles Franklin Award Shortlist was announced on the 16th of April, with 5 titles in the running for Australia’s most prestigious literary prize.

This year’s titles are:

“The Slap” by Christos Tsiolkas.
Format: DAISY (AU 116256), Braille currently in production.

Narrator: Cate Milte.

Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature, Australian Fiction, and Perceptive Fiction.
Summary: At a suburban barbecue, a man slaps a child who is not his own. This event has a shocking ricochet effect on a group of people, mostly friends, who are directly or indirectly influenced by the event. The Slap is told from the points of view of eight people who were present at the barbecue. The slap and its consequences force them all to question their own families and the way they live, their expectations, beliefs and desires. What unfolds is a powerful, haunting novel about love, sex and marriage, parenting and children, and the fury and intensity - all the passions and conflicting beliefs - that family can arouse.  

“Wanting” by Richard Flanagan. 
Format: DAISY (AU 116953), Braille currently in production.
Narrator: Francis Greenslade.
Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction, Biographical Fiction, Historical Fiction, and Twenty-First Century Literature.
Summary: Bass Strait 1839. A young Aboriginal girl, Mathinna, runs through the wet wallaby grass of a wild island at the edge of the world to get help for her dying father. Eighteen years later in Manchester, the great novelist Charles Dickens is a sensation, starring in a play that more and more resembles the frozen landscape of his own inner life.  The most celebrated explorer of the age, Sir John Franklin, and his wife, Lady Jane, adopt Mathinna as an experiment to prove that the savage can be civilised - only to discover that within the most civilised can lurk the most savage.  When Sir John disappears into the blue ice of the Arctic whilst seeking the fabled Northwest Passage, Lady Jane enlists Dickens' aid to put an end to the scandalous suggestions that Sir John's expedition ended in cannibalism.

“The Pages” by Murray Bail.
Format: DAISY (AU 11484), Braille currently in production.

Narrator: Deidre Rubenstein.

Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction, Perceptive Fiction, and Twenty-First Century Literature.
Summary: On a family sheep station in western New South Wales, a brother and sister work the property while their reclusive brother, Wesley Antill, spends years toiling away in one of the sheds, writing his philosophy. Now he has died. Erica, a philosopher, is sent from Sydney to appraise his life's work. Accompanying her is Sophie, who needs distracting from a string of failed relationships. Her field is psychoanalysis. The pages Wesley wrote lie untouched in the shed, just as he left them. What will they reveal? The Pages is a beguiling meditation on friendship and love, on men and women, on landscape and the difficulties of thought itself.
“Ice” by Louis Nowra.
Format: Braille currently in production.

Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature and Australian Fiction.
Summary: Tells the story of Malcolm McEacharn, the man who brings joy to early Sydney in the form of an iceberg and who later pioneers the first successful refrigerated voyage from Australia to London. He is a brilliant businessman who will later bring electricity to Melbourne, become its Lord Mayor and be one step away from becoming Prime Minister - but he is driven by an obsession that threatens to destroy him and his world. Ice also tells a parallel story, set in contemporary Sydney, of a young biographer who lies in a coma, and her bereft husband's desperate attempts to resurrect her by unearthing the truth about her subject McEacharn.

“Breath” by Tim Winton.
Format: Braille currently in production.
Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature, Australian Fiction, and Perceptive Fiction.
Summary: When paramedic Bruce Pike arrives too late to save a boy found hanged in his bedroom, he senses immediately that this lonely death is an accident.  Pike knows the difference between suicide and misadventure.  He understands only too well the forces that can propel a kid toward oblivion.  Not just because he's an ambulanceman, but because of the life he's lived, the boy he once was; addicted to extremes, flirting with death, pushing every boundary in the struggle to be extraordinary, barely knowing where or how to stop.  So begins a story about the damage you do to yourself when you're young and think you're immortal.

The winner of the award will be announced in June, with all Braille versions available by that date.

Happy reading!

Siobhan Dennis

Acquisitions and Copyright Librarian

Readers’ Reviews

Off the Returns Trolley…
“Flak: True Stories From The Men Who Flew in World War Two” by Michael Veitch.
Format: DAISY (AU 107357).
Narrator: Michael Veitch.

Subject Interest Codes: Biography, Biography – Australian, Biography – Military, and War Non-Fiction.

Summary: Michael Veitch's life-long obsession with the aircraft of the Second World War led him to conclude that every single person who flew, or flew in them has at least one extraordinary story to tell. With most of these veterans in their eighties, he knew that it was a matter of urgency to find them now, before their personal stories disappear for ever. So, over the course of a year, Veitch interviewed over fifty former aircrew across Australia, many of whom had never spoken about their experiences before, even to their families. The result is Flak - a collection of stories from RAAF veterans about their experiences of combat in World War II. 

Reader Comments: “Brilliantly written and told. Loved these stories of these brave men.” 

“A Doctor's War” by Rowley Richards. 

Formats: DAISY (AU 94158), Tape (AU 103969).
Narrator: James Wright.

Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography, Biography – Australian, Biography – Military, and War Non-Fiction.
Summary: One of the last great stories to emerge from World War II, this is an account of the horrors of battle, imprisonment and survival as seen through the eyes of a young doctor. Eminent surgeon Rowley Richards was a young doctor and officer in the army reserve when war broke out. He embarked for Singapore in 1941, a year before the Allies capitulated to invading Japanese forces. Richards became a POW and, as a medical officer, found himself tending to other prisoners in shocking conditions. In a diary, he recorded the horrors he witnessed as well as the courage, humour and mateship of his fellow prisoners. As the Allies advanced, he buried his writings in a bottle in a soldier's grave and made a map of the site which, remarkably, stayed intact during his transfer and imprisonment in Japan. Dr Rowley Richards' memoir begins with his carefree childhood in Australia, covers time spent in conditions which could - and did - prove fatal to so many others, and describes a vigorous and busy post-war career as a doctor. An engagingly personal story, it's also a reflection on humanity and on the will to survive.  

Reader Comments: “Great story – as one who was there I recommend it as a true piece of our history.” 
“Diaries: 1915-1918” by Siegfried Sassoon.
Format: DAISY (AU 94895).
Narrator: John Westbrook.
Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography, Biography – Military, Biography – Writers, and War Non-Fiction.
Summary: Sassoon wrote his diaries in tiny note-books, often by the light of a solitary candle in a dug-out or billet. However, even away from the front-line, the physical and emotional scars of war were evident and he suffered the personal loss of acquaintances such as Wilfred Owen.

Reader Comments: “This was a very different view of the first world war as it is by a poet. Found it fascinating but tragic.”

“Written On Glass” by Judith Lennox.

Format: DAISY (AU 97476).
Narrator: Diana Bishop.

Subject Interest Code: Family Stories.
Summary: It is 1946 and the Temperleys and the Chancellors are old neighbours, living on the south coast of England. Marius Temperley is reserved, principled and cool-headed. He has recently left the army and is struggling to fit into civilian life. His quick-tempered and passionate sister, Julia, has been running the family business since her father's death. When gawky seventeen-year-old Topaz Brooke visits her cousins, Jack and Will Chancellor, for the first time since the outbreak of war, she finds that much has changed. Both brothers - the handsome but emotionally distant Jack, and the younger, naive and impetuous Will - are in love with Julia Temperley. And when Jack's wealthy, imperious cousin Carrie forces him to choose between Julia and the inheritance of Carrie's beautiful farm, Sixfields, Topaz fears that the family will be torn apart.

Reader Comments: “Excellent thank you.” 
“The Memory of Tides” by Angelo Loukakis.
Formats: DAISY (AU 101996), Braille (AU 107697).
Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction, Perceptive Fiction, War Fiction, and Twenty-First Century Literature.
Summary: It is 1941 and Vic Stockton has missed the evacuation from Crete. Behind him lie the bodies of his dead comrades. Ahead lie days hiding from the Germans and a search for safety. Hungry and exhausted, he eventually stumbles upon a monastery whose abbot offers him shelter in an abandoned hut. As he waits and recovers his strength, supplies are brought to him by Kalliope Venakis - a young woman with the beauty and spirit of Crete in her bones, who yet longs for something more than the confining traditions of her village. That same yearning has already compelled her teenage sweetheart, Andreas, to leave for Australia before the outbreak of war, to prepare a new and better life for them together. But in the crucible of war, when all is tested and everything is at stake, bonds can be formed that resonate down a lifetime. As Vic and Kalliope pursue their post-war lives, it becomes clear that what is in the heart cannot always be expressed. Hope may stubbornly survive in the most unlikely places and flourish in the most unexpected of ways...

Reader Comments: “A wonderful story.”

Theme of the Issue 
The 25th April marks ANZAC Day. 

As we remember those who have served to defend their country, you may like to read some books on the ANZACS and military history.

“Inventing ANZAC : the digger and national mythology” by Graham Seal. 
Format: Compact disc (AU 90696).
Narrator: Cecily Polson.

Subject Interest Codes: History, Australian History, Australia Non-Fiction, and War Non-Fiction.
Summary: ANZAC and the Digger lie at the centre of the Australian national identity. Separate but intertwined, their respective traditions have generated and maintained a potent mythology that becomes more embedded in Australian culture each April 25. Through an examination of the folk traditions of the Digger and the institutional tradition of ANZAC, this book traces the origins and development of that mythology in the culture and everyday life of Australia in both war and peace.

“Gallipoli” by Les Carlyon.
Formats: Tape (AU 71097), Braille (AU 57711).
Narrator: Francis Greenslade.

Subject Interest Codes: History, Australian History, European History, and War Non-Fiction.
Summary: The readers is taken into the trenches to witness the fear, courage and humour of the men who fought in Gallipoli, describing the soldiers' experiences, whether Australian, New Zealand, British, French or Turkish. The author also closely examines those who led them, the generals and politicians who held the lives of thousands of young men in their hands. From the grand military and political strategies to the squalor of the front line, this is an insight into the realities of war.
“The ANZACS” by Patsy Adam-Smith.
Format: Tape (AU 81878).
Narrator: Lise Rodgers.

Subject Interest Codes: History, Australian History, Australia Non-Fiction and War Non-Fiction.

Summary: Gallipoli was a final place for thousands of young Australians. Death struck so fast there was no time for escape or burial. And when Gallipoli was over there was the misery of the European Campaign. Patsy Adam-Smith read over 8000 diaries and letters to write this acclaimed account of Australian soldiers in the First World War. These are the extraordinary experiences of ordinary men - and they strike to the heart.
“The dam busters” by Paul Brickhill.
Format: DAISY (AU 110306).
Narrator: Corbett Woodall.

Subject Interest Codes: Adventure Non-Fiction and War Non-Fiction.
Summary: The Dam Busters tells the story of how the crews of 617 Squadron Bomber Command used their flying skills, their tremendous courage and Barnes Wallis' highly accurate bombs to deal devastating blows to Nazi Germany.

“Secret armies : the full story of S.A.S., Delta Force, & Spetsnaz” by James Adams 
Format:  Tape (AU 61356), Braille (AU 80734).
Narrator: Nicholas Elliot.

Subject Interest Codes: War Non-Fiction and History.

Summary: Since World War II, the major military powers have used small, specially trained and equipped forces to combat popular uprisings and terrorism. This book examines U.S. covert operations in Vietnam and Central America, S.A.S. activities in Northern Ireland, the Soviet invasions of Czechoslovakia and Afghanistan, the Entebbe and Mogadishu airport hostage rescues and the bungled Teheran embassy rescue attempt.

“An ANZACS war diary : The story of Sergeant Richardson” edited by A. D. Bell.
Format: Braille (AU 2607).
Subject Interest Code: War Non-Fiction.

Summary: Here is a first hand account of war as seen through the eyes of a young Australian soldier. Vic Richardson enlisted in 1915 and, against army regulations, kept small pocket diaries until his return to Australia in 1919.

“The other Anzacs : nurses at war, 1914-1918” by Peter Rees.
Format: DAISY (AU 115218).
Narrator: Jenny Seedsman.

Subject Interest Codes: History, Australian History, and War Non-Fiction.

Summary: By the end of The Great War, forty-five Australian and New Zealand nurses had died on overseas service and over two hundred had been decorated. These were women who left for war on an adventure, but were soon confronted with remarkable challenges for which their civilian lives could never have prepared them. They were there for the horrors of Gallipoli and they were there for the savagery the Western Front. Within twelve hours of the slaughter at Anzac Cove they had over 500 horrifically injured patients to tend on one crammed hospital ship, and scores of deaths on each of the harrowing days that followed. Every night was a nightmare. Their strength and humanity were remarkable. Using diaries and letters, Peter Rees takes us into the hospital camps, and the wards and the tent surgeries on the edge of some of the most horrific battlefronts of human history. But he also allows the friendships and loves of these courageous and compassionate women to enrich their experiences, and ours. This is a very human story from a different era, when women had not long begun their quest for equality and won the vote. They were on the frontline of social change as well as war, and the hurdles they had to overcome and the price they paid, personally and professionally, make them a unique group in Anzac history.

Books for Blokes
Featured author - Nevil Shute.
Nevil Shute was born Nevil Shute Norway in England on the 17th January 1899. Due to his interest in model aircraft, he went to the Dragon School, Oxford. Shute studied at the Royal Military Academy, and then served in World War 1 in the Army. After studying Engineering at Oxford University, he worked as an aeronautical engineer, and learnt to fly.

By the start of World War II, Shute had been writing for around 15 years, and was already writing war novels. He joined the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, where, he used his engineering skills to develop secret weapons. Due to Shute’s success as an author, he was then posted to foreign locations as a war correspondent. By the end of the war, he was a Lieutenant-Commander, R.N.V.R.
In 1948, Shute flew to Australia in his Percival Proctor light airplane. On return to England, he decided to emigrate with his family to Australia, which he did in 1950. Shute’s subsequent novels were often set in Australia.

Shute was a highly popular author during the next two decades. In the late 1950’s, he became a racing car driver. Shute drew on this experience when writing “On the Beach”. This book was subsequently made into a film (twice), as were others, such as “Lonely Road” and “Pied Piper”. 

The Vision Australia Library has many Nevil Shute titles, two of them being:

“On the beach”. 
Format: DAISY (AU104249), Braille (AU 104249).

Narrator: Erica Grant.

Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction, Science Fiction and Twentieth Century Literature.

Summary: Following the devastation of a nuclear world war, most of the northern hemisphere is annihilated. Only a few remote pockets of the earth remain habitable, and the area around Melbourne is one. A small group of survivors heroically try to cope with their last days in a world which has died before them.

“A town like Alice”. 
Format: DAISY (AU 104244), Compact Disc (AU 93812).
Narrator: Stephen Jack.

Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction, Country Life Fiction and Twentieth Century Literature.

Summary: A young Englishwoman, taken prisoner of war in Malaya by the Japanese, is befriended by an Australian soldier, also a prisoner of war, who risks his life to help her. After the war she travels to Australia to repay her debt of gratitude and to begin a new life in the Australian outback.
Get Online!
Online journals

For this issue, we would like to highlight our online journals available from the General OneFile database.

General OneFile gives you access to news content, as well as a variety of general and specialised journals – from the New York Times and Christian Science Monitor to academic journals. 

Here are a few journals that are available from General OneFile.
Science and Technology
New Scientist
New Scientist is a weekly science and technology news magazine. It covers diverse matters and the articles are now available in MP3 format.

Investment
AFR Smart Investor
AFR Smart Investor covers topics of interest to active Australian investors seeking information and analysis aimed at wealth creation and financial security. It provides a vast range of investment ideas and opportunities.

Diabetes
Diabetes Care
Published by American Diabetes Association, this journal covers care and issues related to diabetes.

Obesity & Diabetes Week
This journal is targeted to general public as well as professional practitioners.

“Obesity & Diabetes Week is the first and most comprehensive newsletter to cover weight gain and Type 2 diabetes research for disease treatment and drug development.” – from NewsRx.com http://www.newsrx.com/newsletters/Obesity-and-Diabetes-Week.html
Diabetes Week
This journal is also published by NewsRx, weekly research reports on diabetes.
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