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Cricket with a twist

The sound of leather on willow is synonymous with summer. But for cricket players who are blind or vision impaired, it’s replaced by the sound of rattling metal.

An audible ball – made of hard plastic and filled with metal washers or ball bearings – is just one of blind cricket’s adaptations. In this game, the ball is bowled underarm, has to bounce twice before being hit, and the bowler must call “play” before releasing it. 

Players are categorised according to vision – B1 being cricketers who are totally blind, B2s are cricketers with low vision, while B3 players have more sight. All B1 batters require a runner (usually a B3 player), while B2 players can opt for someone to run for them. A B1 bowler also relies on the wicket-keeper to provide direction. Otherwise, it’s like traditional cricket – there are 11 players per team, the same bat is used and protective gear is essential. 

There’s also a World Cup. This month, 16 Australians will head to Pakistan to take on teams from seven cricketing nations. The first match will be played on 
3 December in Islamabad.

Seventeen-year-old Vision Australia client Lindsay Heaven will fly to Pakistan shortly after completing his final Year 12 exam. At 11, Lindsay was diagnosed with Stargardt's disease, a form of macular degeneration that affects central vision. He lost a significant amount of his sight at 14. A year later, the B3 all-rounder started playing blind cricket at the Vision Australia Kooyong oval.

“It’s a great game. I think it actually requires more concentration than traditional cricket – you’ve got to take every chance out there,” Lindsay says. 

“I reacted to the loss of my sight a little better than some others and I think it’s because I found sport. I’m amazed at what I’ve done through it.”

This will also be the first World Cup for Chris Baillie, a 25-year-old IT worker who has been blind since birth. He is confident Australia will make the grand final on 16 December: “We have solid players in every division, so we’re in with a good chance.”

Did you know?

Blind cricket was invented in Melbourne in 1922. The world’s first dedicated ground for the game, the oval behind the Vision Australia Kooyong centre, was established in 1928. Originally, balls were made of woven cane containing pieces of twisted metal. 

Nicole nears her goal

Nicole Holmes, who has been blind since birth, dreams of a career advocating for the rights of people with a disability. With our support she is a step closer to achieving her goal. 

The 18-year-old is one of 22 students who benefited from a Vision Australia 2006 Further Education Bursary Award. Nicole has just completed her first year of an Arts degree at the University of Wollongong.

Our bursary program assists people who are blind or vision impaired to participate in tertiary education by providing funds to buy adaptive technology. This includes computers with speech output, electronic braille terminals and equipment for scanning printed material. 

Nicole used her $6,000 bursary to buy a PacMate. This compact computer converts electronic text into audio or braille, enabling her the same access to course materials as her fellow students.

“Without it I would have had to wait for material to be transcribed into an alternative format,” she says. “Now I can write essays and receive course materials in the same timeframe as my peers.”

Making fundraising fun

Summer is the perfect time to relax with a cool glass of wine. Yet choosing the right bottle can be difficult if you can’t see the label. For this reason, Sandalyn Wilderness Estates in the Hunter Valley is printing labels in braille and large print. To buy cases of specially labelled bottles, call (02) 4930 7611, visit www.sandalyn.com.au or click on the Sandalyn link on our website, www.visionaustralia.org.au
By buying this wine, you are helping us. In recognition of the support Vision Australia has given one of Sandalyn’s associates, the winery will donate 25% of proceeds from sales to us as in kind support: just mention Vision Australia when ordering.  

You can also raise money for Vision Australia while exploring the world. Memorable Challenges plans exciting adventures, such as cycling in Cambodia or walking along the Great Wall of China, that enable travellers to raise funds for their favourite charity. 

For information, visit www.memorablechallenges.com
Art and soul

Moonlight At Point Leo by Reg Wood is one the works by artists who are blind or vision impaired featured in the 2007 Vision Australia Calendar and Diary. Large and extra-large print calendars are $8, while our large print diary is $16. 

To order, visit www.visionaustralia.org.au and click on “Products” or call 1300 847 466.

A new direction 

When it comes to career, Brett Anthony believes in the two Ts – technology and training. 

The 45-year-old father of two is a Customer Service and Administration team leader at Rockdale City Council in Sydney. However, he began his working life as an aircraft engineer in the Royal Australian Air Force. He served for nine years until retinitis pigmentosa (RP) caused his sight to deteriorate.

After travelling for a year, Brett worked in real estate, eventually starting his own development company. Yet his sight was failing. 

“I left real estate in 1995 when I lost my sight,” he says. “I was diagnosed with RP in 1987. I went from 100% vision that year to nothing in 1995. When my vision did go I thought, well, I’d better get my act together. I knew it was time to retrain.”

Brett contacted Vision Australia’s Employment Services, who gave him advice on applying for work. “I hit the papers and found a job at Hawkesbury City Council,” he says.

“Vision Australia came out and ran JAWS [screen reading software] on my work computer.” In 2000, he started work at Rockdale City Council. Again, Vision Australia adapted his work station. 

Brett uses a host of adaptive technology. There’s the laptop that comes in handy at meetings, a voice recorder that enables him to dial phone numbers, and a scanner that copies and converts documents into text that JAWS can read. The technology also assists with Brett’s Business Management studies.

Brett says that while job-hunting can be a challenge for someone who is blind or vision impaired, self-belief will always win out: “There are people out there who will help. You just have to give it a go and be confident.”

Vision Australia is currently undertaking a nationwide survey to investigate employment issues affecting people who are blind or vision impaired. To participate, call 1300 558 458.

Offering national support

Vision Australia supports JobAccess, a new Australian Government initiative that assists people with a disability to find work. We provide JobAccess users who are blind or vision impaired and employers with workplace assessments to identify any training or equipment needs.

Since the launch of JobAccess in August, our Employment Services team has carried out a number of assessments across the nation. For information, visit www.JobAccess.gov.au
Our Christmas fairy

Emily is the little girl who will play a big part in Vision Australia’s Carols by Candlelight®. 

Emily, like most five-year-old girls, loves music, dancing and dressing up, and can’t wait to start school next year. The only difference between Emily and her friends is that she is vision impaired.  

She has retinitis pigmentosa, which causes the retina to deteriorate. Emily has no peripheral vision at all and her doctors are not sure how much central vision she has. They believe that by the time she finishes primary school all her vision will be gone. 

Yet her future is bright, thanks to Vision Australia’s support. Emily has already been introduced to braille, in preparation for learning to read and write at school. 

A Vision Australia Early Childhood Educator has briefed her teachers and organised funding for class equipment. 

In the meantime, Emily is preparing for her big night – Vision Australia’s Carols by Candlelight®. 

About Vision Australia’s Carols by Candlelight® 

It’s hard to imagine a Christmas Eve without Vision Australia’s Carols by Candlelight® – it’s as if Christmas begins when the band strikes up in the Sidney Myer Music Bowl. 

If you live in or near Melbourne, buy a ticket and head to the Bowl on Sunday 24 December and be part of this dazzling event. Join Emily and an array of performers, including Denis Walter and David Campbell, in this iconic celebration. 

If you can’t make it to Melbourne on Christmas Eve, tune in to Channel 9 or a radio station in the Southern Cross or Vision Australia Radio networks. 

Proceeds go to Vision Australia’s Children’s Services. Kids under three are admitted for free and family passes are available. 

For more information, visit www.visionaustralia.org.au and click on the Vision Australia's Carols by Candlelight® link or call 1300 558 458. To book tickets, call Ticketmaster on 1300 136 166 or visit www.ticketmaster.com.au
Victorian voters make history  

In November, more than 50,000 Victorians who are blind or vision impaired were able to independently vote in a State election.

This was made possible by the Victorian Government’s decision to pilot electronic voting for people who are blind or vision impaired.

"The right to vote in secret is something that every Australian is entitled to do and many take it for granted. Being blind, I know that voting has always been a challenge for many people across the nation like myself,” Kevin Murfitt, Chair of Vision Australia, said prior to the election.  

Electronic voting kiosks enabled people who are blind or vision impaired to vote in private using a computer with a touch screen, key pad and headphones.

The kiosks were piloted at six centres around Victoria, including Heidelberg, Melbourne Town Hall and Vision Australia offices at Kooyong, Shepparton, Warragul and Ballarat.  

The Federal Government is also planning to trial electronic voting at the next election.

Cheers for a volunteer 

Congratulations to Vision Australia volunteer Elaine Wilson who was recently honoured with a Caroline Chisholm Award for her community work. Elaine has helped run Vision Australia Day Programs at the Mt Waverley Community Centre for 10 years, offering food and friendship to local clients. 

Elaine is one of many Vision Australia volunteers who will be presented with achievement awards to mark International Day of the Volunteer on 5 December. 

More than 3,700 volunteers offer their time and skills to Vision Australia, working in a range of capacities. By volunteering you can gain new skills and make a difference. 

If you would like to be a Vision Australia volunteer, call 1300 847 466.

Thank you for your support

Vision Australia is a living partnership between people who are blind, sighted or vision impaired. Community support enables us to assure that people who are blind or vision impaired can access and fully participate in every aspect of life they choose.

For more information or to make a donation call 1300 847 466
Website: www.visionaustralia.org.au
