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Welcome Message from Reader Services

This issue we feature books on the environment, to mark World Environment Day.  We hope you find them informative and encouraging. You may also be interested in viewing the World Environment Day website http://www.unep.org/wed/2009/english/.
The Library in association with Vision Australia Radio, recently launched a new Library radio show called “Hear This”. It is broadcast throughout Victoria, Tasmania and South Australia via RPH services and across the country via streaming. Tune in to Vision Australia Radio in Melbourne on 1179AM on Friday mornings at 10:30am or the repeat on Sunday night at 10.00 pm.
Readers’ Reviews
Off the Returns Trolley…
“The Memory Room” by Christopher Koch.
Formats: DAISY (AU 112984), Braille (AU 113303).
Narrator: Humphrey Bower.
Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature and Australian Fiction.
Summary: 'What is a spy? Are they born, or are they made?'  With these words, Vincent Austin analyses his future occupation. Some spies are made, he says, but his kind are born - since he is devoted to secrecy for his own sake. Vincent's childhood friend Erika Lange shares his fascination with the covert - she and Vincent are twin spirits inhabiting a private world of fantasy and ritual. Having graduated from university, Vincent and his easygoing friend Derek Bradley aim to enter Foreign Affairs, but Vincent is recruited by ASIS, Australia's overseas secret intelligence service. Erika, meanwhile, becomes a journalist, eventually joining Foreign Affairs herself as a press officer. With the cold war reaching its final peak, the fantasises of youth have become reality for Vincent and Erika, but hey lead to a tragic climax. It is left to Bradley, who inherits Vincent's dairies to contemplate their story.

Reader Comment: “What a winner – I loved it.” 
“Crossed Bones” by Jane Johnson.
Formats: DAISY (AU 114402), Braille (AU 115611).
Narrator: Vivienne Skinner.
Subject Interest Codes: Historical Fiction, Historical Romance Fiction, and Romance Fiction.

Summary: When Julia Lovat is dropped like an unlucky penny by Michael, her lover of several years, he gives her a book - The Needlewoman's Glory - which belonged to a Cornish girl some 400 years past. Drawn to uncover the story of its owner, Julia's quest takes her on a journey she could never have imagined...The Cornish girl is nineteen-year-old Cat Tregenna, servant to Lady Harris of Kenegie, on the Cornish coast. Her fiery temper and determination to be more than a country wife are matched only by her skills with a needle. Yet the thread of Cat's life unravels dramatically in the summer of 1625. For Barbary pirates raid Cornwall and take Cat and some sixty villagers captive. Thrown into the terrifying hold of a corsair, Cat must survive sea battles and the month-long journey to Morocco, before being sold into slavery. But first she catches the eye of the war gallery's captain, a man on a sacred mission to kill and enslave the infidel. Crossed Bones is the entwined story of two young women: of an adventure that began 400 years ago on the craggy Cornish coast and will end in the dusty bazaars of modern-day Morocco. It is a search for secrets - and it is a story about finding love where you'd least expect it.

Reader Comments:  “I’ve usually got 2 or 3 books on the go, but this is the only one I want to read at the moment. I can’t put it down!” 

“The Seeds of Treason” by Ted Allbeury.
Format: DAISY (AU 106161).
Narrator: John Atterbury.
Subject Interest Codes: Spy Fiction and Suspense Fiction.
Summary: Jan Massey is a highly successful British Intelligence officer and passionate in his commitment-until he meets Anna. Arthur Johnson is a most unsuccessful British soldier, his job a degrading necessity, he dreams of money and power. Law-abiding civil servant Eric Mayhew has found a love that drives him to cold-blooded betrayal when an unfair act of authority threatens his happiness. They are all traitors, playing their parts in an intricate dance of betrayal and subterfuge.

Reader Comments:  “An excellent story of international intrigue – very well written and interesting from start to finish.”
“Bleedout” by Joan Brady.
Format: DAISY (AU 110095).
Narrator: Stuart Miligan.
Subject Interest Codes: Detective and Mystery Fiction and Suspense Fiction.
Summary: Hugh Freyl is a blind lawyer, scion of Illinois' most influential family. He recounts this story from the grave. David Marion is Freyl's protégé and a young convicted killer whose release from prison Freyl has orchestrated. He now stands accused of Hugh Freyl's murder. None from Freyl's powerful inner circle will stand up for David's innocence. The perfect scapegoat for their misdoings, he alone bears the burden of proof.

Reader Comments: We have received positive feedback about this title.
“Rosie Meadows Regrets” by Catherine Alliott.
Format: DAISY (AU 108565).
Narrator: Joan Walker.
Subject Interest Code: Romance Fiction.
Summary: Two years after committing herself to a relationship, Rosie is beginning to think that "cosy" isn't all it's cracked up to be. Bridge parties have never really been her thing, and it would be nice to feel beautiful just once in a while. Enough is enough. It's time to get her life back.

Reader Comments: “If there are any other books in your library by this author – I would love to have them.” 

Staff Reviews
“Swing by Sailor” by Catherine Dyson.
Format: DAISY (AU 105804).
Narrator: Jane Nolan.
Subject Interest Codes: Biography, Biography – Australian and War Non-Fiction.
Summary: In the of winter 1946, the British aircraft carrier, HMS Victorious, was modified to ensure the safe passage of over 600 Australian war brides from Sydney to Plymouth. The reverberations of WWII were still being felt around the world, but for these women the trip of a lifetime lay ahead and the chance to finally begin their married lives with their British husbands on the other side of the world. Catherine Dyson has brought together the stories of seventeen of these women, now in their eighties. Delightful, funny and sad tales emerge- the tumult of the era, the fear of leaving home, the highlights of the sea voyage, the conditions onboard, the emotional experience of stepping into a future unknown. Each woman remembers the time from subtly and sometimes strikingly different perspectives. From Woolloomooloo to Fremantle, then on to Colombo and beyond, the voyage would prove a rite of passage for many who previously had never left their hometowns, let alone dreamt of foreign shores. On their arrival in Britain, the women faced the coldest winter for fifteen years and stricter rationing than they had experienced during the war years.

Reader Comments: I couldn’t put this down; the book was a portal into a world where these women had never dreamed they would go nor have the opportunity to experience.  It was wonderfully written by Catherine Dyson and narrated by Jane Nolan. Truly a great read.
Theme of the Issue - Environment
5th June marks World Environment Day. In this issue we feature books about caring for the environment.

“David Suzuki collection : a lifetime of ideas” by David Suzuki.
Format: DAISY (AU 99451), Compact Disc (AU 90800), Tape (AU 99449), Braille (AU 93349).
Narrator: Sean Mangan.
Subject Interest Codes: Environment, Essays, Language and Cultural Criticism, Philosophy and Science and Technology.
Summary: Drawing from David Suzuki's published and unpublished writings, this collection reveals the underlying passions and philosophies that have informed his work over a lifetime. In these incisive and provocative essays, Suzuki explores the limits of knowledge and the connectedness of all things he looks unflinchingly at the destructive forces of globalisation, political short-sightedness, and greed and cautions against blind faith in science, technology, politics, and economics. Here too are examples of how and where to make those changes that will matter to all of us and to future generations. David offers a vision of hope based on our love of children and nature, with inspiring stories about the people who are making positive environmental and social contributions to our world. Here is an important reminder of how we are all connected and of what really matters.

“Greeniology : how to live well, be green and make a difference” by Tanya Ha.
Format: DAISY (AU 101992), Tape (AU 102007).
Narrator: Tony Porter.
Subject Interest Codes: Environment and Home Management and Pet Care. 
Summary: Being green is easier than you think. “Greeniology” is a practical, comprehensive guide to local environmental action in your home, at work and on holiday. It's about living in comfort and style, and in harmony with the natural environment. Tanya Ha's green living advice, tips and ideas for the beginner and committed environmentalist alike will inspire you to change your life, and to be part of the solution to our planet's problems. As Gandhi said, 'Be the change you want to see in the world'. Find out how to: reduce the impact of your lifestyle on the health of the planet; make your home more comfortable all year round; save money on energy and water bills; choose greener products, and make your home safer and healthier for your family.

“How good are you? : clean living in a dirty world” by Julian Lee.
Format: DAISY (AU 114404), Braille (AU 115194).
Narrator: Tony Porter.
Subject Interest Codes: Australia Non-Fiction and Environment.
Summary: A landmark investigation of Australia's ethical track record - that also shows how you can make a difference. Climate change is wreaking havoc. Water shortages are a permanent fixture. The nuclear debate is getting nasty. Every few weeks a new story about the horrors of battery hens hits the papers. It's hard to buy a pair of trainers without thinking about the 12 year old who made them and imagining the kind of conditions in which she is working. Sometimes so much seems to be going wrong with the world that it's hard to know how to do the right thing. In this book, Julian Lee takes the ethical temperature of Australia. Along the way he takes us on a whistle-stop tour of the main stakeholders in the drive for better living in this country, from organic farmers and fast-food franchises to ethical investors and fair-trade gurus. He explains how to separate the fraudsters from the ethical firebrands - and along the way he establishes how every one of us can make a difference.
“The living planet : a portrait of the earth” by David Attenborough.
Format: DAISY (AU 107587), Braille (AU 8367).
Narrator: Duncan Carse.

Subject Interest Codes: Science and Technology and Environment.
Summary: This examines the manner in which the survivors of ancient groups of plants and animals as well as the representatives of newly-evolved ones have together colonized and adapted to the great variety of environments that exist on earth today.

“Seeing green : the politics of ecology explained” by Jonathon Porritt.
Format: DAISY (AU 110166).
Narrator: Christopher Scott.
Subject Interest Codes: Politics and Environment.
Summary: In this, the first book in the UK on Green politics, the author presents a new approach to our current problems. He explains why the present industrial way of life cannot be sustained much longer and goes beyond conventional political solutions to challenge all politicians to recognise that when we buy things we must buy everything - pollution and exploitation especially - that goes into their making.
Writers who write like…

DAPHNE DU MAURIER 

(Romance Mystery)

Victor Canning; Susan Hill; Joanna Trollope; Monica Dickens; Susan Howatch; Mary Wesley; Catherine Gavin; Joy Packer; Elizabeth Goudge; Mary Stewart.
Books for Blokes
Featured author - Antony Beevor.
Antony James Beevor was born on the14th of December 1946. He is a renowned British historian, educated at Winchester College and Sandhurst. Beevor studied under John Keegan the famous World War II historian. He served in England and Germany for 5 years as an officer with the 11th Hussars before resigning his commission. Beevor has published many popular histories on the Second World War and the 20th Century. 
His best known works, the best-selling “Stalingrad” and “Berlin: The Downfall, 1945” recount the battles between the Soviet Union and Germany in World War II. 

“Stalingrad” was awarded the Samuel Johnson Prize for non-fiction, the Wolfson History Prize and the Hawthornden Prize for Literature.

“Berlin: The Downfall, 1945” was awarded the Longman- History Today Trustees’ Award.

 The Vision Australia Library holds both of these titles and more. 
“Stalingrad”  
Format: DAISY (AU 106552).
Narrator: Michael Tudor Barnes.

Subject Interest Codes: History and War Non-Fiction.

Summary: This book recreates the battle for Stalingrad which became the focus of Hitler's and Stalin's determination to win the war for the Eastern front. It focuses on the experiences of soldiers on both sides, driven beyond the limits of physical and mental endurance.
“Berlin: the downfall, 1945” 
Format: DAISY (AU 106555), Tape (AU 73473).
Narrator: Sean Barrett.

Subject Interest Codes: History, European History and War Non-Fiction.
Summary: The Red Army had much to avenge when it finally reached the frontiers of the Reich in January 1945. The result was the most terrifying example of fire and sword ever known, with tanks crushing refugee columns under their tracks, mass rape, pillage and destruction. Hundreds of thousands froze to death or were massacred because Nazi Party chiefs, refusing to face defeat, had forbidden the evacuation of civilians. More than seven million fled the terror, while Stalin was prepared to risk any number of men to seize Berlin first. The author, using devastating new material from former Soviet files and German, American, British, French and Swedish archives, has reconstructed the story of the nightmare that was the Third Reich's final collapse.
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