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Welcome Message from Reader Services

Thank you for your feedback on “Read This” – we are pleased you like our new improved newsletter. 

Thank you to all those who sent in their answers to the NAIDOC Week Quiz in our last issue.  Congratulations to our winners – Clare Hogan, of Bellingen, NSW, and Coral and John Arnold, of Five Dock, NSW. We hope you enjoy your mp3 audio books!
New Titles List
The new titles list is now available via subscription. If you would like to receive this list on a 
6 monthly basis please contact the library. This list is available in Daisy, Braille or via email.

New Books

1. “The Death Trust” by David A. Rollins.
Series: Special Agent Vin Cooper Series, Book 1.

Format: DAISY (AU 112436).

Narrator: Stephen Pease.

Subject Interest Codes: Adventure Fiction, Suspense Fiction & Detective & Mystery.
Summary: When the general in command of the vast NATO Ramstein Air Base in Germany is killed in what appears to be a glider accident; Washington reluctantly assigns its only available investigator, washed-up Special Agent Vincent Cooper, to the case. When the crash turns out to have been sabotage, Cooper suddenly finds himself immersed in a highly sensitive murder investigation - the general was married to the US Vice President's daughter. Cooper discovers that the apparently fine, upstanding General Scott kept some highly questionable company. And so begins an investigation that leads Cooper and his uncooperative partner, Special Agent Anna Masters, to uncover a plot so monstrous it threatens to engulf the US military-industrial complex in a scandal of explosive proportions - as well as destroy the very fabric of contemporary society.
2. “What Was Lost” by Catherine O’Flynn.
Format: DAISY (AU 113295).

Narrator: Kellie Jones.

Subject Interest Codes: 21st Century Literature, Psychological Fiction, Perceptive Fiction.

Summary: The 1980s. Kate Meaney - with her ‘Top Secret’ notebook and Mickey her toy monkey - is busy being a junior detective. She observes goings-on and follows ‘suspects’ at the newly opened Green Oaks shopping centre and in her street, where she is friends with the newsagent’s son, Adrian. But when this curious, independent-spirited young girl disappears, Adrian falls under suspicion. Then, in 2004, Adrian’s sister Lisa - stuck in a going-nowhere relationship - is working as a deputy manager at Your Music, a cut-price record store. Every day she witnesses the bizarre behaviour of her customers and colleagues. But together with security guard Kurt, she becomes entranced by the little girl they keep glimpsing on the centre’s CCTV. As their after-hours friendship intensifies, they investigate how these sightings might be connected to the unsettling history of Green Oaks itself.
3.“Those Faraday Girls” by Monica McInerney.

Format: DAISY (AU 112725).

Narrator: Taylor Owynns.
Subject Interest Codes: Australia Fiction, Family Stories & Perceptive Fiction.
Summary: As a child, Maggie Faraday grew up in a lively, unconventional household in Tasmania, with her young mother, four very different aunts and eccentric grandfather. With her mother often away, all four aunts took turns looking after her - until, just weeks before Maggie's sixth birthday, a shocking event changed everything. Twenty years on, Maggie is living alone in New York City when a surprise visit from her grandfather brings a revelation and a proposition to reunite the family. As the Faradays gather in Ireland, Maggie begins to realise that the women she thought she knew so intimately all have something to hide...

4.“Dreams from my Father” by Barack Obama.

Format: DAISY (AU 113293).

Narrator: Francis Greenslade.
Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography, Biography – Politicians and Statesmen.

Summary: Before Barack Obama became a politician he was, among other things, a writer. Dreams from My Father is a refreshing, revealing portrait of a young man asking the big questions about identity and belonging. The son of a black African father and a white American mother, Obama describes his search for meaning in his life as a black American and recounts an emotional odyssey. First to a small town in Kansas, from which he retraces the migration of his mother's family to Hawaii; then to his childhood home in Indonesia; finally to Kenya, where he confronts the bitter truth of his father's life and at last reconciles his divided inheritance.
5. “Blowing My Own Trumpet” by James Morrison.

Format: DAISY (AU 113178).

Narrator: Francis Greenslade.
Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography, Biography – Australian & Biography – Musicians.

Summary: James Morrison is one of Australia’s best-known and best-loved musicians - he has played with all-time greats including Dizzy Gillespie, B. B. King and Winton Marsalis.  He also happens to be an unstoppable adventurer and a great storyteller.  His amusing, surprising anecdotes include living on a derelict sailboat in freezing New York in justified hopes of making it big there, becoming the first-ever accidental trapeze-and-trumpet act, sneaking over the wall of Government House with his girlfriend, who turns out to be the Governor’s daughter, and much, much more.
Readers’ Reviews
Off the Returns Trolley…

“Barbed Wire and Roses” by Peter Yeldham.

Format: DAISY (AU 110694).
Narrator: Bill Conn

Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction, Family Stories, and War Fiction.
Summary: "It was exciting to be on our way at last . . . but we were such innocents. We had no idea of the hell that lay ahead. Even if we had known, what could we have done about it?"...They were our golden youth, seeking adventure on foreign battlefields. The First World War, everyone said in 1914, would be over by Christmas, and Stephen Conway rushes to enlist in the belief he should fight for King and Empire. Leaving behind a new wife and a baby on the way, he soon finds himself in the trenches of Gallipoli. Four horrific years later, Stephen is the only survivor of his platoon, shell-shocked and disillusioned, and during the heat of battle on the blood-stained fields of France, he mysteriously disappears. Stephen's ultimate fate is still a mystery when more than eighty years later his grandson Patrick finds a diary that leads him to Britain and France on a journey to discover what really happened - a journey during which he unexpectedly finds love, and the truth about his grandfather's fate that is even stranger and more shocking than he imagined. 
Reader Comments: “thank you for this book – it is very moving.” 

“The Butterfly Man” by Heather Rose.

Formats: DAISY (AU 107359).
Narrator: Humphrey Bower.

Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature, Australian Fiction, Biographical Fiction, and Detective and Mystery Fiction.

Summary: On 7th November, 1974 a young English nanny named Sandra Rivett was murdered in London's West End. Her employer, Lord Lucan, was named as her attacker. It was widely assumed he had mistaken her for his wife. Lord Lucan disappeared the night Sandra Rivett died and has never been seen since. Henry Kennedy lives on a mountain on the other side of the world. He is not who he says he is. Is he a murderer or a man who can never clear his name?

Reader Comments: “What a tale full of mystery – I wonder how much was true?” 
“Hope” by Lesley Pearse.
Formats: DAISY (AU 112676).
Narrator: Jilly Bond.

Subject Interest Codes: Family Stories and Historical Fiction.

Summary: Somerset, 1836, and baby Hope is cast out from a world of privilege as living proof of her mother's adultery. Smuggled away from the Harveys and Briargate House to a nearby village, Hope grows up in the arms of the warm and loving Renton family, unaware of her true identity. But fate has harsh plans for Hope and a chain of events sees her forced to lead a vagabond's existence until she finds the courage to fight back and prove herself a fearless and able nurse, a vocation that takes her to the horrific battlefields of the Crimea. But the secrets of the past are not yet done with Hope Renton and she must return to England to face the legacy of her birth.

Reader Comments: “A most enjoyable story – would greatly appreciate anymore by this terrific author.” 

“White ghost” by Shaun Hutson.
Formats: DAISY (AU 109140).
Narrator: Steve Hodson.

Subject Interest Code: Suspense Fiction.

Summary: Sean Doyle, a member of the Counter Terrorist Unit, is no stranger to violence. Investigating the hijack of army weapons in Northern Ireland, he makes some disturbing discoveries - the body of an IRA informer, and an IRA safe house full of Chinese Triads. The evidence points to an unholy war between two Triad groups with the IRA behind one of them. Motive? Only Doyle can find out, and he must do so before the carnage spirals out of control.

Reader Comments: “Very good story – kept me on the edge of my seat.” 
“The ladder at the bottom of the world: a collection of short stories” by Terry Dartnall.

Formats: DAISY (AU 103356), Tape (AU 103369).
Narrator: James Wright.
Subject Interest Codes: Science Fiction, Australian Fiction, and Short Stories.
Summary: Thirty-One of Terry Dartnall's best short stories collected together in a single anthology, with an introduction by Robert Hood. The collection includes the darkly humorous Baa Humbug, the Aurealis nominated Ones and Zeros as well as The Strange Case of Starbase 6, The God Entering Anthony and of course, The Ladder at the Bottom of the World.
Reader Comments: “What a surprise! A great collection of stories from an author I had not heard of. Loved it!”
Book Reviews
1. “Full Speed” by Janet Evanovich and Charlotte Hughes.

Formats: DAISY (AU 96831), Compact Disc (AU 88767), Tape (AU 88660).
Narrator: Lorelei King.
Subject Interest Codes: Romance Fiction and Romance Mystery.
Summary: When newspaper editor Jamie Swift suddenly finds herself minus a fiancé and with a major case of the hots for her silent partner, millionaire Maximillian Holt, any bit of predictability goes right out the window. Someone's unhappy with Max's recent business deal - dangerously unhappy. Before she knows it, Jamie's hotfooting across state lines to help Max and land a story. Posing as husband and wife, with computer genius Muffin and a mutt named Fleas along for the ride, Max and Jamie are in the middle of another crazy case, closer than ever to each other - and too close for comfort to the kind of people who will do anything to stop them.

This is certainly not “high brow literature” but it is good for a laugh and very easy to listen to.

2. “Chasing the Dime” by Michael Connelly. 

Formats: Compact Disc (AU 89809), Tape (AU 89781), Braille (AU 85083).
Narrator: John Chancer.
Subject Interest Code: Suspense Fiction.
Summary: Henry Pierce has just moved into a new apartment, and the company he founded is headed into the most critical phase of fund-raising.  He keeps getting messages on his new telephone, that are not for him, but for a woman named Lily, and Pierce senses that something is wrong.  As he investigates he enters a world of escorts, websites, sex, and secret passions, but he has also entered a landscape where his success and expertise mean nothing and he is soon fighting for his life against forces he can barely discern.

This book is very interesting and takes you on many twists and turns. The journey to the ending is just as good as the ending itself.
In the News

With the Olympics in full swing, an interest in China may have been ignited! Here are just some books from the collection with an eastern flavour…

Travel through the eyes of westerners…

“Black horse odyssey” by David Harris.

Formats: DAISY (AU 96004), Tape (AU 99101).

Narrator: Peter Hosking.

Subject Interest Code: Travel and Culture.
Summary: David Harris set out from Australia to search for Li-jien, a city built by the Romans in China 1300 years before Marco Polo entered Cathay.  He was alone, and amateur, he didn't speak the language or understand the Chinese way of doing things, and he was broke.  He was a western messenger claiming special knowledge about Chinese history wanting to enter a closed military zone.  The Chinese bureaucracy mistrusted him.  Every step on the road to Li-jien surprised David Harris.  It led him to priceless friends, bizarre acquaintances, a woman he loves, a massacre of innocents, and the site that has now been declared a national monument.

“Boxing with shadows : travels in China” by Brian Johnston.

Formats: DAISY (AU 103348), Tape (AU 103363), Braille (AU 105310).

Narrator: Stephen Pease.

Subject Interest Codes: Travel and Culture and Wit and Humour Non-Fiction
Summary: Boxing with Shadows is Brian Johnston's account of the two-and-a-half years he spent living and travelling in China. Johnston recreates humorous encounters with a TV crew, a snake, a drunken shoe salesman and China's most famous rock star, interwoven with more serious observations on political campaigns and ethnic minorities, and balanced with personal reflections and lyrical descriptions of the landscape. Johnston comes to terms with life at university, grapples with bureaucracy in Guilin, attempts to learn tai chi in Chengdu, rides horses with Tibetans and battles the buses of Shanghai. At the same time, he reveals his frustrations in social exchanges with people of such a different cultural background.  

Some Chinese Autobiographies …
“Red dust : a path through China” by Ma Jian ; translated from the Chinese by Flora Drew.
Formats: DAISY (AU 98623).
Narrator: Paul Barrett.

Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography and Travel and Culture.
Summary: In 1983, at the age of thirty, Jian wanted to rebel and escape the confines of Beijing. His three year journey to find himself leads through deserts, overpopulated cities, past scenes of barbarity to havens of tranquillity and beauty. This account of his journey provides an insight into the contradictions that make up China.

“Wild swans: three daughters of China” by Jung Chang.

Formats: DAISY (AU 106494), Braille (AU 70225).
Narrator: Di Langford.

Subject Interest Codes: Asian History, Biography and History.
Summary: Wild Swans tells the story of three women : Jung Chang, her mother and her grandmother. Their fortunes mirror the tumultuous history of twentieth century China and take us from palaces to prison cells, grand public scenes of insurrection to quiet chambers where confidences of women are passed from mother to daughter.

Fiction set in China….

“The Noodle Maker” by Ma Jian; translated from the Chinese by Flora Drew.

Format: DAISY (AU 98622).
Narrator: Paul Barrett. 

Subject Interest Code: Satire.
Summary: A satirical novel about the absurdities and cruelties of life in a post-Tiananmen China. Every week, two unlikely friends meet for dinner; one a writer of political propaganda and the other a professional blood donor. During one drunken evening, the writer recounts the stories he would rather create of people torn by emotion, fate and politics; as if they are balls of dough in the hands of an all-powerful noodle maker.

“Peking : a novel of China's revolution 1921-1978” by  Anthony Grey.

Format: DAISY (AU 98622).

Narrator: Paul Barrett.
Subject Interest Code: Historical fiction.
Summary: Epic and panoramic, this novel spans half a century of the most turbulent times in China. Following the overthrow of the Emperor in 1911, the politics of the revolution are graphically and grippingly described through the eyes of a young English missionary who is caught in the turmoil. Modern history presented by a born storyteller.

Theme of the Issue 

“Sports – Biography”

The Olympics are upon us!

Here are some titles on sportspeople.
1.“Petria Thomas : swimming against the tide” by Andy Shea. 
Formats: DAISY (AU 99382), Compact Disc (AU 94025).
Narrators: Kate Hosking and Jim Daly.

Subject Interest Codes: Biography, Biography – Australian and Biography - Sports
Summary: Swimming champ Petria Thomas opens her heart about overcoming debilitating physical setbacks, as well as severe depression, in her quest for Olympic gold. Petria Thomas won the hearts of millions with her triple-gold-medal-winning triumph at the Athens Olympic Games in 2004. Here for the first time is the full and authorised story of Australian swimming's golden girl and her extraordinary determination to overcome incredible physical and emotional pressures. 

2.“Being myself” by Martina Navratilova and George Vecsey. 
Format: DAISY (AU 110546).
Narrator: Judy Franklin.

Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography and Biography – Sports.
Summary: The story of Martina Navratilova's battle to become the most consistent tennis champion of the 1980s. The price of success has been home in America, and adverse publicity has forced her to defend her relationships with other women.

3.“Cathy Freeman : a journey just begun” by Adrian McGregor. 

Format: Tape (AU 81876).
Narrator: Asher Keddie.

Subject Interest Codes: Biography, Biography – Australian, Biography – Sports and Indigenous Non-Fiction.
Summary: She is young, beautiful, Aboriginal. She is a world champion, an Olympic medallist and is one of Australia's greatest hopes for the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games. The author gets to the heart and soul of Cathy Freeman: from the roots of her extraordinary talent, to the dedication and encouragement of her loving family, to the support team dedicated to her advancement and her training partners, providing an insight into the world of international athletics and elite sport.
4.“Home before dark” by Ruth Park and Rafe Champion.  
Formats: Tape (AU62918), Braille (AU 63594).
Narrator: Peter Hosking.

Subject Interest Codes: Biography, Biography – Australian and Biography – Sports.

Summary: Les Darcy, the Australian boxing champion, was born in 1895 and died in Memphis in 1917. This is the story behind one of Australia's most revered sporting icons. It is the tale of a battler and lovable, modest, young man from a disrupted home, who overwhelmed all opposition in Australia but finally met an opponent he could not master in America.
Message from the Acquisitions Librarian

Hello everyone,
In February, a special award was announced to celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the Man Booker Prize.  The Best of the Booker honours the best novel to have won the prize since it was first awarded in 1969.  For the first time in the Booker’s history, the public was invited to vote for their all-time favourite novel from a short-list of six Booker-awarded titles selected by a judging panel. 

Last month, The Best of the Booker was awarded to Salman Rushdie for his novel “Midnight’s Children”.  This is the third Booker-related award that this remarkable, much-loved novel has    won.  It originally won the Booker Prize in 1981, and then in 1993 was awarded “The Booker of Bookers”, the special prize to celebrate the Booker Prize’s 25th Anniversary. 

“Midnight's children” by Salman Rushdie
Formats: DAISY (AU 111549), Compact Disc (AU 92159), Braille (AU 6940).

Narrators: Garard Green (Daisy), Stanley McGeagh (Compact Disc).

Subject Interest Codes: Twentieth Century Literature, Family Stories and Satire.

Summary: Saleem Sinai was born at midnight, the midnight of India's independence and found himself mysteriously 'handcuffed to history' by the coincidence. He is one of 1001 children born at that midnight hour, each endowed with an extraordinary talent. From the moment of their births, their lives are magically entwined with India's fate as a nation.

Other titles by Salman Rushdie available for loan include:

“East, West”

Format: DAISY (AU 97706).

Narrator: Nigel Graham.
Subject Interest Codes: 20th Century Literature, and Short Stories.
Summary: Salman Rushdie, in his first collection of short stories, looks at his two worlds: their intimacy and distance, their shared history, and the misunderstandings both tragic and comic that separate and bind them. A rickshaw driver dreams of being a movie star; Hollywood icons acquire magic powers; India diplomats must go into a world of conspiracy and violence; and Hamlet's jester is caught up in murderous intrigues. East and West form a hybrid world where an Indian's guru can be a Welshman, and women must choose between love and home.

“The Moor’s Last Sigh”

Formats: DAISY (AU 94683 or 94398), Tape (AU 62237). 
Narrators: Nigel Graham (94683), Stanley McGeagh (94398 and 62237).
Subject Interest Codes: 20th Century Literature, and Perceptive Fiction.
Summary: The story of the fall from grace of a highborn crossbreed, Moraes Zogoiby, called "Moor", heir to a wealthy spice trade business. The Moor lives out a unique fate; he is doomed to go through his life at double-speed. Aged thirty-six, but with the physique of a seventy-two-year-old, he narrates the fantastic story of his life within a family who exemplify the glorious plurality of India. Moraes, like his legendary ancestor Boabdil, looks back at the end of his life upon his brilliant, ruined family and on the India he knew as a young man, a lost paradise of possibilities which has been squandered through the human sins of hatred, factionalism, and ethnic and religious intolerance.

“Shame”

Formats: DAISY (AU 111539), Braille (AU 2745). 
Narrator: John Livesey.
Subject Interest Codes: 20th Century Literature, Perceptive Fiction, Political Fiction

Summary: Set in a country "not quite Pakistan," the story centres around the family of two men - one a celebrated warrior, the other a debauched playboy - engaged in a protracted duel that is played out in the political landscape of their country. The two related families, the Harappas and Hyders, continue the rivalry between them and their offspring until finally a dreadful judgement claims them.

The other 5 shortlisted titles for The Best of the Booker were:

“The ghost road” by Pat Barker.

Formats: DAISY (AU 102711), Braille (AU 70242).
Narrator: Michael Tudor Barnes.

Subject Interest Codes: Biographical Fiction, Twentieth Century Literature and War Fiction.

Summary: When Billy Prior returns to France for the fourth time in September of 1918, it's like coming home. He does so against everyone's advice, but when he watches the sun rise slowly after the Battle of Joncourt, he realizes why he couldn't have stayed back. Meanwhile Dr. Rivers takes on new nightmare cases - and begins to remember his anthropological researches in Melanesia years before, when he strove to understand the rituals of a people whose greatest pleasure - head-hunting - had been abolished by a British colonial administration.

“Oscar and Lucinda” by Peter Carey.

Format: DAISY (AU 95357), Tape (AU 82522), Braille (AU13529 and 9583).
Narrators: Nigel Graham (Daisy), Peter Whitford (Tape).

Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction and Twentieth Century Literature.

Summary: Oscar is a young English clergyman and a gambler. Lucinda is a young woman from the country who is driven by dreams of self-reliance and the building of an industrial Utopia. Together, in mid-nineteenth century Australia, they pursue a grand, visionary scheme.

“Disgrace” by J M Coetzee.

Formats: DAISY (AU 94697), Braille (AU 81745).

Narrator: Anton Blake.

Subject Interest Codes: Family Stories and Country Life Fiction.

Summary: A divorced, middle-aged professor finds himself increasingly unable to resist affairs with his female students. When discovered by the college authorities he is expected to apologise to save his job, but instead he refuses and resigns, retiring to live with his daughter on her remote farm.

“The conservationist” by Nadine Gordimer.

Format: DAISY (AU 106863).

Narrator: David Strong.

Subject Interest Code: Twentieth Century Literature.

Summary: Mehring, a wealthy, dominating South African industrialist moves to preserve his way of life, his power, and his possessions in the face of massive injustice and suffering, changing times, and death.

“The Siege of Krishnapur” by J. G. Farrell. 

Regards,

Siobhan Dennis

Acquisitions and Copyright Librarian
Literary Festivals
2008 Melbourne Writers’ Festival 22 August – 31 August 2008, Federation Square. 

The 2008 Melbourne Writers' Festival will be held at Federation Square - BMW Edge and the 
two ACMI cinemas – and other selected venues. For more information visit www.mwf.com.au
Test your Librarian
Vision Australia Information and Library Service invite clients to test the skills of their librarians. A prize will be awarded.
Ever wanted to know:
· the length of the Nile?

· the names of the “Seven Little Australians”?

· the year “1984” was written?

· the most recent interest rates?

· the symptoms of macular degeneration?

· the access and mobility guidelines for public signage?

Well your friendly, Vision Australia librarian can help you out.

Our library staff are there to take your calls regarding any information request, no matter how large or how small.

During the month of September 2008, the library is inviting additional questions aimed at testing the skills of the library staff. 

Do you think you can ask us a question the library staff cannot answer?

If so, send us your questions 

You can contact us by:

Phone: 1300 654 656

Email: library@visionaustralia.org
Fax: 03 9864 9677

The questions will be judged by a panel of librarians and a prize awarded.

Remember while the competition is being run during September, the library staff are there all year round.

Olympics Quiz
Send in your answers by 22nd August 2008 – please include “Quiz” in the subject line of your email. The first correct entry will receive an Mp3 CD audio book.
Q1.The Olympic flag has five interlaced rings. What colour is the farthest left ring?

Q2. What year did the Olympic flame appear in the modern Olympics?

Q3. What is the name of the city the torch relay begins in?

Q4. What do the five rings on the Olympic flag represent?

Q5. What does the Latin Olympic Motto “Citius, Altius, Fortius” mean?

Q6. In which city of which country are the headquarters of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) located?

Q7. The 1896 Olympics featured the first of which event, conceived by Frenchman Michel Breal?

Q8. What was the one and only event held at the Olympic meeting in 776 BC?

Q9. Which 3 events are common to both the ancient and modern Olympic Pentathlon competition?

Q10.What is the Olympic origin of the modern English word, “Stadium?”.
Get Online!

· When was the first modern era Olympics’ held?

· Where were the games held in 1920?

· Which nation leads the procession of nations at the opening ceremony?

Want to know all this and more? Vision Australia Information Library Service offers all its members’ access to Britannica online. Search for “Olympic Games” and find the answers to the questions above, or search for something completely different. 

“Britannica online” an online version of Encyclopaedia Britannica

Format: Online resource (HTML).

Subjects Interest Codes: General Reference; Sport; Geography; History; Politics; the Arts; and much, much more.

To access “Britannica Online” all you need is access to the internet and a username and password. To obtain a user name and password, please contact the Vision Australia Information Library Service on 1300 654 656 or email library@visionaustralia.org 

In addition we have many other magazines, as well as newspapers from every state and territory in the country, and journals available for all library members. Keep in mind over the phone training is available on request.

Victoria Mathews

Information Services Librarian
TO CONTACT THE

VISION AUSTRALIA INFORMATION AND LIBRARY SERVICE

CALL 1300 654 656 OR EMAIL library@visionaustralia.org
