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Welcome Message from Reader Services

Welcome to the first edition of “Read This”, Vision Australia Library and Information Services’ new reader’s advisory newsletter – furthering our commitment to delivering a more interactive and accessible service. 

All feedback on our new look newsletter is welcome.

We hope you enjoy “Read This”! 

New Books

“Lord John and the Brotherhood of the Blade” by Diana Gabaldon.
Sequel to: “Lord John and the Private Matter”. 
Formats: DAISY (AU 109263).
Subject Interest Codes: Adventure Fiction, Historical Fiction, and Detective & Mystery.
Narrator: Gary Down.
Summary: Seventeen years ago, John Grey's father - the Duke of Pardloe - shot himself just days before he was to be accused of being a Jacobite traitor. By raising a regiment to fight at Culloden, Grey's elder brother has succeeded in redeeming the family name, aided by Grey, now a Major in that regiment. But now, on the eve of the regiment's move to Germany, a mysterious threat surfaces, a threat that opens unwelcome questions about the matter of the Duke's death, and brings the Grey brothers into fresh conflict with the past and each other. Surviving the battle of Krefeld and a searing personal betrayal, John Grey returns to the Lake District to try and find the man who may hold the key to his quest: a Jacobite prisoner named Jamie Fraser.
“The Stone Dragon” by Peter Watt.
Formats: DAISY (AU 112093).
Subject Interest Codes: Adventure Fiction, Australian Fiction, and Historical Fiction.
Narrator: David Baldwin.
Summary: It is the turn of the 20th century - an era of tumultuous change. What is it that draws Tung Chi, a former Shaolin priest in the service of the Chinese emperor, to the Australian colony of Queensland? This mystery ensnares local businessman John Wong, who fears for his daughter, living across the world in Peking at a time when a revolutionary force known as the Boxers is on the rise. Together Tung and John, with his son, Andrew, embark on a dangerous journey that will lead them into a conflict in which everything is at stake, but allegiances uncertain. 
“Rough Diamonds and Real Gems” by R. M. Winn.
Formats: DAISY (AU 111490).
Subject Interest Codes: Biography – Australian and Country Life Non-Fiction.
Narrator: Mike Bishop.
Summary: This inspiring collection features nine captivating true stories about ordinary bush men and women who lead extraordinary lives. There's the island cattleman who swims his herd past toothy sharks and beady-eyed crocs; the pineapple grower who builds a stone church for his community; the timber worker who becomes a champion woodchopper; and a dairywoman who, at eighty-eight, is still rescuing birthing cows from the brink of death.
“The Almond Picker” by Simonetta Agnello Hornby.
Formats: DAISY (AU 112740).
Subject Interest Codes: 21st Century Literature and Perceptive Fiction.
Narrator: Cecily Polson.
Summary: Who is Maria Rosalia Inzerillo, known to everyone as Mennulara, the almond picker? She lived her whole life in the Sicilian village of Roccacolomba. As a girl she was forced into service, yet somehow over the decades she took control of the Alfallipe family's affairs and, it is whispered, became a wealthy woman. Now Mennulara is dead - and nobody seems certain of anything about her. The villagers of Roccacolomba love to gossip about her and the family she worked for, whose greedy children are hunting for Mennulara's will. Was Mennulara a seducer, a blackmailer, a humble servant or an arrogant social climber? And why does Don Vicenzo Ancona, the feared mafia boss, come to her funeral? The rumours begin to suggest a more passionate and intricate mystery. Perhaps Mennulara lived a life of independence, honour and fidelity. Did she have the courage to seek and find her freedom?

Readers’ Reviews
“In the middle of nowhere” by Terry Underwood.
Formats: DAISY (AU 94310).
Subject interest codes: Autobiography, Biography – Australian and 
Country Life Non-Fiction.
Narrator: Terry Underwood.

Summary: Wife, mother, cattlewoman, nurse, bookkeeper, cook, gardener, photographer and counsellor: these are just some of the roles Terry Underwood juggles each day on Riveren Station, 600 kms SW of Katherine. Winner of the NT Telstra Business Women's Business Owner of the Year 1997, Terry was previously a NT Rural Woman of the Year finalist. She has held positions on the Isolated Children's and Parent's Association, Katherine School of the Air Associates and Council, the NT Cattlemen's Association and the NT University Council. This is her inspiring story.

Reader Comment: “Delightful, amazing, awesome”.
“Life of Pi” by Yann Martel.
Formats: DAISY (AU 92700), Tape (AU 85117), Braille (AU 58499).
Subject interest codes: Twenty-First Century Literature, Perceptive Fiction and Philosophical Fiction.
Winner of the Man Booker Prize, 2002.

Narrator: Jim McLarty.

Summary: Pi Patel spends a beguiling boyhood in Pondicherry, India, as the son of a zookeeper. Growing up beside the wild beasts, Pi gathers an encyclopedic knowledge of the animal world. His curious mind also makes the leap from his native Hinduism to Christianity and Islam, all three of which he practices with joyous abandon. In his 16th year, Pi sets sail with his family and some of their menagerie to start a new life in Canada. Halfway to Midway Island, the ship sinks into the Pacific, leaving Pi stranded on a life raft with a hyena, an orangutan, an injured zebra and a 450-pound Bengal tiger named Richard Parker. After the beast dispatches the others, Pi is left to survive for 227 days with his large feline companion on the 26-foot-long raft, using all his knowledge, wits and faith to keep himself alive.

Reader Comment: “Thank you for this. I find it to be an exceptional book and it was fantastically read” 

“Daughters of Nazareth” by Patricia Hughes.
Formats: Tape (AU 71704), Compact Disc (AU 72794).
Subject interest codes: Autobiography and Biography – Australian.
Narrator: Jane Clifton.

Summary: One afternoon, after her father had been taken to hospital, a police car delivered the seven-year-old Patricia Hughes to a Catholic orphanage called Nazareth House. Throughout years of loveless discipline from the nuns at Nazareth and abuse at the hands of foster parents, Patricia never stopped longing for the mother who had abandoned her, or for her beloved father, whose too few visits ceased mysteriously when she was a teenager. Then, one day, she receives a call from a woman who is a complete stranger to her - and the younger sister she had never known. Finding each other would only be the beginning of their extraordinary discoveries.

Reader Comment: “Although this story tells us of the authors losses through childhood and her harrowing experiences with her foster dad, the author tells her story in a positive way showing us her many strengths – I got a lot out of it.”
“The Wollemi pine : the incredible discovery of a living fossil from the age of the dinosaur” by James Woodford.
Formats: DAISY (AU 99346), Tape (AU 105548).
Subject interest codes: Australia Non-Fiction, Environment.
Narrator: Paul English.

Summary: In mid-1994 a National Parks & Wildlife ranger abseiling in the Wollemi Wilderness outside Sydney, came upon an extraordinary sight: a canyon filled with massive pines. These trees towered above the surrounding foliage, with fern-like leaves and peculiar lumpy bark. What he accidentally discovered that day has become one of the century’s most important botanical finds. The ancient pines were thought to have become extinct millions of years ago. The Director of Sydney’s Royal Botanic Gardens described the discovery as ‘the equivalent of finding a small dinosaur still alive on Earth’. To solve the mystery, James Woodford tracks down a group of remarkable researchers. He takes the reader on an adventure around the globe, back 100 million years, to mud-encrusted fossil sites and the peaks of Antarctic mountains.

We have had numerous notes on this book.
“The stockmen” by Rachael Treasure.
Formats: DAISY (AU 96150), Tape (AU 97735).
Subject interest codes: Australian Fiction, Country Life Fiction, Modern Women's Fiction and Romance Fiction.
Narrator: Jeffrey Hodgson.

Summary: Rosie Highgrove-Jones grows up hating her double-barrelled name. She dreams of riding out over the wide plains of the family property, working on the land. Instead she's stuck writing the social pages of the local paper. Then a terrible tragedy sparks a series of shocking revelations for Rosie and her family. As she tries to put her life back together, Rosie throws herself into researching the haunting true story of a 19th century Irish stockman who came to Australia and risked his all for a tiny pup and a wild dream. Is it just coincidence when Rosie meets a sexy Irish stockman of her own? And will Jim help her realise her deepest ambitions - or will he break her heart?

Once again many people sent good feedback about this book.
Writers who write like…

If you like
Patricia Cornwell

(Forensic Thrillers)

you may also enjoy these authors:

Robin Cook; Jeffrey Deaver; Tami Hoag; Jonathan Kellerman; 
Gabrielle Lord; Nigel McCrery; James Patterson; Kathy Reichs; 
Minette Walters.

In the News

The new federal budget was announced in May.

If you would like to access the budget go to http://www.budget.gov.au/
If you have an interest in managing your own budget, these books may suit you…
1. “10 key steps to wealth” by Paul Clitheroe.

Formats: Daisy (AU 100622), Compact Disc (AU 92947).
Narrator: Kate Hood.
Subject Interest Codes: Finance and Business Management.
Summary: At all times, we want to be in control of our money, and to know how to grow it. In '10 Key Steps to Wealth', Australia's best-known financial adviser, Paul Clitheroe, explains the ways we can do it, by using his ten simple, commonsense steps to financial security and wealth. Proven to produce results, Paul's ten steps are straight-forward and realistic, and have the benefit of allowing you to enjoy the life you want to lead as you go forward to wealth.

Other Paul Clitheroe titles in our collection include:

“How to be debt-free” 
“Investing in Property”
“Investing in shares”
“Savings and Investment”

2. “Gittinomics : living the good life without money stress, overwork and joyless consumption” by Ross Gittins.

Format: Daisy (AU107533).
Narrator: James Wright.
Subject Interest Codes: Australia Non-Fiction, and Finance and Business Management.
Summary: Gittins is the economics guru of Australia. He has the extremely rare and enviable knack of making economics relevant, accessible and, most importantly of all, interesting. And Ross is a man on a mission. He wants to help us to understand just how the economy around us works, and more importantly, to help us take control of our lives, do less of what doesn't satisfy us and more of what does. Sound simple? Sound appealing? You bet. While the very word 'economics' strikes fear in the hearts of many, as the great English economist Alfred Marshall puts it, economics is the study of mankind in the ordinary business of life. And it's this ordinary business of life that Ross Gittins wants to explain to us: be it to do with work, leisure and the shortage of time; homes and housework; buying and saving; parents and their kids; kids and their education; not to mention our happiness and the things that may threaten it - crime, taxation, health and ageing. Economics is the stuff of life, our life, and we need to understand it. 

Also of interest …
The Smart Investor magazine is available on our monthly DAISY compilation magazine, or as a download onto your handheld device from our i-access ® Online website - 
http://i-access.visionaustralia.org/start.aspx
Theme of the Issue 

“Winter”
Winter is upon us and displaying its full force!

Here are some titles set in the coldest season –
1. “Black robe” by Brian Moore. 

Formats: Daisy (AU110227), Tape (AU63132), Braille (AU70401). 
Narrator: Ian Craig.
Subject Interest Codes: Adventure Fiction, Historical Fiction and Religious Literature.
Summary: In the 17th century, from Quebec, a tiny band of Jesuits begin to establish missions among "the savages". The savages regard these strange "black robes" as an inferior race of stupid but frightening sorcerers. Father Laforgue must now embark on a journey with a small band of savages, travelling by canoe through hostile territory, in a race against winter snows.

2. “Flying with the angels” by Victor Pemberton.
Formats: Compact Disc (AU89474), Tape (AU89426).
Narrator: Maggie Mash.
Subject Interest Code: Family Stories.
Summary: London. 1947. For the Angel family, it seems as if their prospects are as bleak as the bitterly cold winter which is drawing in. There is one ray of sunshine: Lizzie Angel. She always seems to bring hope and happiness to those around her, whether it's her dad struggling to support the family on meagre wages, or her childhood sweetheart Rob Thompson, traumatised by the horrors of war. When Rob wants to start a new life in Australia, Lizzie must choose between the man she loves and her family, who she fears will never forgive her.

3. “Star of the sea” by Joseph O'Connor. 
Formats: Daisy (AU108432), Tape (AU100874).
Narrator: John Cormack/Peter Marinker.
Subject Interest Codes: Historical Fiction and Perceptive Fiction.
Summary: In the bitter winter of 1847, from an Ireland torn by injustice and natural disaster, the Star of the Sea sets sail for New York. On board are hundreds of fleeing refugees. Among them are a maidservant with a devastating secret, bankrupt Lord Merridith and his family, an aspiring novelist, a maker of revolutionary ballads, all braving the Atlantic in search of a new home. All are connected more deeply than they can possibly know. But a camouflaged killer is stalking the decks, hungry for the vengeance that will bring absolution.
4. “Victim of the aurora” by Thomas Keneally 
Formats: Daisy (AU98906), Tape (AU100362), Braille (AU6217).

Narrator: Terence Donovan.
Subject Interest Codes: Adventure Fiction, Australian Fiction, Detective and Mystery Fiction, Historical Fiction and Twentieth Century Literature.
Summary: In the bitter Antarctic winter of 1910, in the waning years of Edwardian era, a group of gentleman adventurers wait out a raging blizzard in the close, perpetual darkness, poised for a strike at South Pole. As the storm lifts, a new challenge faces Captain Sir Eugene Stewart - to discover which of his twenty-five carefully chosen men has become a murderer, as what has begun as a probe for the bottom of the world becomes a probe for the bottom of man's soul.

Message from the Acquisitions Librarian

Hello everybody,

On June 19, Steven Carroll was announced as the winner of the Miles Franklin Award for 2008 for “The Time We Have Taken”. I am pleased to say that this year both the winning title and the remaining titles on the 2008 Award’s shortlist are available to borrow now in both DAISY and Braille formats.  The titles are:

“The Time We Have Taken” by Steven Carroll. 
Formats: DAISY (AU 103836), Braille (AU 113302).
Narrator: Humphrey Bower.
Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction, Perceptive Fiction and Twenty-First Century Literature.
Summary: One morning in summer 1970, Peter van Rijn realises that his suburb is 100 years old. He contacts the Mayor, and celebrations are eagerly planned. Just a few streets way, Rita is awakened by a dream of her husband's snores. It is years since Vic left, yet his life remains bound up with hers. Their son Michael is at university, exploring new ideas and the heady world of grown-up love. Yet Rita is unable to imagine leaving the house she has tended so lovingly for so long. Instead she has taken on the care of another house as well - that of the widowed Mrs Webster. As lives entwine, and the Committee commissions its centenary mural and prepares to commemorate Progress, History - in the shape of the post-war generation, is heading straight for them...
“Landscape of Farewell” by Alex Miller.
Formats: DAISY (AU112074), Braille (AU 113126).

Narrator: Bruce Kerr.
Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature, Australian Fiction and 
Perceptive Fiction.
Summary: Max Otto is an elderly German academic. After the death of his much-loved wife and his recognition that he will never write the great study of history that was to be his life's crowning work, Max believes his life is all but over. Everything changes, though, when his valedictory lecture is challenged by Professor Vita McLelland, a feisty young Australian Aboriginal academic visiting Germany. Their meeting and growing friendship sets Max on a journey that would have seemed unthinkable just a few short weeks earlier.  

“Love Without Hope” by Rodney Hall.  
Formats: DAISY (AU 104091), Braille (AU 113306).
Narrator: Rodney Hall.
Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction, Perceptive Fiction, Psychological Fiction and 
Twenty-First Century Literature.
Summary: Mrs Shoddy suffers acute depression as a result of a bushfire that kills her beloved horses. A capable countrywoman, she is living in squalor when the district nurse finds her and has her committed to an insane asylum. Finding herself pitted against the power of the state, Mrs Shoddy calls on her memories of her missing husband, the spirit of her horses and on the recovery of her self-respect and resilience to create a world in which she can remain sane, even against the institutional brutality she is subjected to.  

“Sorry” by Gail Jones. 

Formats: DAISY (AU 107581), Braille (AU 113304).
Narrator: Helen Morse.
Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction and Twenty-First Century Literature.
Summary: In the outback of Western Australia during World War II, English anthropologist Nicholas Keene and his wife, Stella, raise a lonely child, Perdita. Her upbringing is far from ordinary: a distant father burying himself in books and an unstable mother whose knowledge of Shakespeare forms the backbone of the girl's limited education. Perdita becomes friends with a deaf-mute boy, Billy, and an Aboriginal girl, Mary. Perdita and Mary come to call one another sister and to share a very special bond. They are content with life in this remote corner of the globe, until a terrible event lays waste to their lives.

“The Fern Tattoo” by David Brooks.
Formats: DAISY (AU 113316), Braille (AU 113305).
Narrator: Francis Greenslade. 
Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature, Australian Fiction and 
Perceptive Fiction.
Summary: A century of family secrets starts to unravel when Benedict Waters is summoned to an audience with an old friend of his mother. He is seduced by her storytelling and it takes time and an astonishing revelation before he realises that it is his own family he has been hearing about, his own life that is being undone. From the Blue Mountains to the Hawkesbury and from Sydney to the south coast of New South Wales, the story is a kaleidoscopic journey through several generations of three families. As with all families, there are lost loves, tragic passions and unspoken - sometimes unspeakable - histories.

Every year VAILS commits to making sure that all titles short-listed for this most prestigious Australian Literary award are available in all library formats by the day the prize is announced.  This year our clients will have the chance to enjoy and debate the merit of all of these books whilst they are being discussed in the media and the wider community.

Happy reading!

Best wishes,

Siobhan Dennis

Acquisitions and Copyright Librarian

Literature Awards

Audies Awards – 2008
Since 1996, the Audio Publishers Association has hosted The Audiess® gala celebration honouring excellence in audio book publishing. The Audies® gala will bring together industry. The Audies® is the only awards program in the United States entirely devoted to recognizing distinction in audiobooks and spoken word entertainment.
Fiction

Shortlisted 

“The Vanishing Act of Esme Lennox” by Maggie O'Farrell.
Format: Daisy (AU 108061).
Narrator: Maggie Maxwell.
Subject Interest Codes: Family Stories and Detective and Mystery Fiction.
Summary: Esme has been edited out of her family's history. Her existence is revealed after sixty years when she is released from care. Iris, her great-niece, discovers the family secret. She unfolds a mystery that is the heartbreaking tale of two sisters during the 1930s, in Edinburgh and colonial India.
Literary Fiction

Shortlisted

“Blood meridian : or, the evening redness in the west” by Cormac McCarthy. 
Formats: Daisy (AU107936), Braille (AU 57390).
Narrator: Richard Poe.
Subject Interest Codes: Twentieth Century Literature, Historical Fiction, 
Indigenous Fiction and Westerns.
Summary: A novel of the violence and depravity that attended America's Westward expansion, and a subversion of the mythology of the "Wild West". Based on historical events that took place on the Texas-Mexico border in the 1850s, this novel traces the fortunes of the Kid, a fourteen-year-old Tennessean who stumbles into a nightmarish world where Indians are being murdered by a band of bounty-hunters and a market for their scalps is thriving. 

Shortlisted
“The inheritance of loss” by Kiran Desai. 
Format: Daisy (AU100915), Tape (AU 102266), Braille (AU 104788).
Narrator: Taylor Owynns.
Subject Interest Codes: Perceptive Fiction and Twenty-First Century Literature.
Summary: In a crumbling, isolated house at the foot of Mount Kanchenjunga in the Himalayas, lives an embittered judge who wants only to retire in peace from a world he has found too messy for justice.  But his search for peace becomes even more difficult when his orphaned granddaughter, Sai, arrives on his doorstep. The judge's cook watches over her distractedly, for his thoughts are claimed by his son, Biju, who is hop scotching from one gritty New York restaurant to another, trying to stay a step ahead of the INS on an elusive search for a green card. When an Indian-Nepali insurgency in the mountains threatens a blossoming romance between Sai and her Nepali tutor, they, too,  are forced to consider their colliding interests. The cook witnesses the hierarchy being overturned and discarded. The judge must revisit his past, his own journey and role in their intertwining histories.
Science Fiction
Winner

“Dune” by Frank Herbert. 
Format: Tape (AU81027).
Narrator: Lorna Richardson.
Subject Interest Code: Science Fiction.
Summary: Set in the distant future when planets form part of a Galactic Empire, two great dynastic families are locked in a bitter feud. The Duke of Atreides has been manoeuvred by his enemy, Baron Harkonnen, into accepting the job of administering the planet of Dune. It is a vast desert where a drop of water is worth a fortune. It is also a planet of vast wealth because it possesses a drug prized throughout the galaxy.
Package Design
Winner

“Harry Potter and the deathly hallows” by J. K. Rowling. 
Format: Daisy (AU107347), Tape (AU107177), Braille (AU106950).
Narrator: Stephen Fry/Jim Dale.
Subject Interest Codes: Young Adult Fiction, Young Adult Fantasy and Young Adult Supernatural Fiction.
Summary: Harry has been burdened with the seemingly impossible task of locating and destroying Voldemort's remaining Horcruxes. Never has Harry felt so alone or faced a 
future so full of shadows. But Harry must somehow find within himself the strength to complete the task he has been given. To do this, he must leave the warmth, safety and companionship of The Burrow and follow the inexorable path laid out for him.
NAIDOC WEEK QUIZ
Send in your answers by 11th July 2008 – please include “Quiz” in the subject line of your email. The first 5 correct entries will receive an Mp3 CD audio book.
Q1: Adrian McGregor wrote an autobiography of which Olympic Gold Medallist in 2000?

Q2: What is the catchy title of the contemporary performance of nine spirited Aboriginal women of different backgrounds and professions telling their stories in 2004, including actress Deborah Mailman?

Q3: Who am I?

I am a South Sea Islander of N.S.W who became one of Australia’s leading human rights activists. I contributed to the 1967 Referendum to afford full citizenship to Aboriginal Australians.  My first name is Faith.
Q4: Which well-known Aboriginal actor starred in movies such as “Storm Boy” and “The Tracker”?

Q5: What was the name of the Legendary chief of the Cahn-mah, who was king of the wilds and one of the last Stone Age men?

Q6:  Which Aboriginal character marries a white woman in the novel also including the character’s name, by Thomas Keneally?

Q7: Whose portrait is depicted on the Australian $50?
Q8: Who was the first Aboriginal Senator?
Q9: What is the title of the best seller which tells the story of Sally Morgan?
Q10: Who was the first Aboriginal to be knighted and was also the 28th Governor of South Australia?
Q11: What well known musical band hail from the Yolngu (Aboriginal) homelands on the north-east coast of Australia’s Northern Territory?
Q12: The novel originally named “Home to Mother” which was written by Doris Pilkington was made into a film of what name?

Q13: And…..which state of Australia was the above true story and film set in?

Q14: Which novel about the Gulf country of Australia was written by Aboriginal writer Alexis Wright and won the 2007 Miles Franklin Literary Award?

Q15: The autobiography written by Sally Morgan called “My Place” is based in the suburbs of which Australian city?

Q16: What is the commonly-known name of the large, remote region which was declared an Aboriginal Reserve in 1931, and includes the Gulf of Carpentaria and adjoins Kakadu National Park?

Q17: Angela Martin, author of “Beyond Duck River” is from the Darug people of which capital city?

Q18: Who am I?

I am a storyteller, songwriter and former Indigenous Person of the Year. My nickname is “Uncle Bob”.
Q19: Who was the notable Aboriginal known as “Wisdom Man”?

Q20: Name the title of the book about eighteen Aboriginal Australians from across the country, who each share a powerful story which is central to their own lives, and to their family, community or country. 
Get Online!

Did you know that the library supplies more than talking books? Think of us as your public library.

As part of the commitment Vision Australia and Information Library Service has to its members, we offer a number of online resources. Included in these resources are online magazines that include:

“Choice” by Australian Consumers' Association.
Format: Online resource (HTML).
Subjects: Consumer education, Consumer protection, General and consumer interests.
“Australian Geographic” the Journal of the Australian Geographic Society.
Format: Online resource (HTML).
Subjects: Geography.
“New Scientist”.
Format: Online resource (HTML).
Subjects Biological Sciences; Energy; Mathematics; Physics; General Science.
New Scientist has been at the cutting edge of science & technology since 1956. Every week our expert team of science writers bring you, colleagues & students, the latest news & advances in a stimulating, lively & authoritative way.
To access these magazines all you need is access to the internet and a username and password. To obtain a user name and password, please contact the Vision Australia Information Library Service on 1300 654 656 or email library@visionaustralia.org 

In addition we have many other magazines, as well as news papers from every state and territory in the country, and journals available for all library members. 

Victoria Mathews

Information Services Librarian
TO CONTACT THE

VISION AUSTRALIA INFORMATION AND LIBRARY SERVICE

CALL 1300 654 656 OR EMAIL library@visionaustralia.org
