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It’s your newsletter
Welcome to our third Client Update and the start of summer. We’re now sending out these updates on a seasonal basis, so you can expect to receive news, announcements of upcoming events and recreational programs every three months. 
Remember, this is your newsletter and every Vision Australia client is welcome to contribute. Think of it as your way to keep in touch with the community. If there’s a special occasion you’d like to promote, news you’d like to share, equipment to sell or anything else you think would be of interest to the community, please email emma.turnbull@visionaustralia.org or post to Emma Turnbull, Client Update, Corporate Communications, Vision Australia, PO Box 176, Burwood NSW 2134. 

The newsletter is available in large print, braille, on audio cassette or by email. Please let us know if you would prefer to receive this newsletter in a different format. 

The next Vision Australia newsletter will be circulated in March 2007. For changes to your preferred format, your address or mailing details, please call 1300 847 466 or email info@visionaustralia.org.au
A brief phone diversion for Christmas

Callers to the Enfield office and anyone phoning 1300 847 466 from New South Wales or the Australian Capital Territory on Thursday 21 December between 12.30pm and 3.00pm will be diverted to voicemail. We apologise for any inconvenience, but this will allow all our Enfield staff to attend their Christmas party.  

Client Representative Council (CRC) update
The CRC is pleased to announce that there are now Regional Client Committees (RCCs) operating across all four service regions in New South Wales, the Australian Capital Territory and Victoria. The RCCs each have 10 to 12 members at present, with a wide variety of vision impairments, ages and backgrounds represented. 

Following induction workshops at Kooyong and Enfield in August, the committees have been conducting regular telephone meetings to discuss issues relevant to their regions. At the moment, the main focus of all RCCs is the establishment of Local Client Groups (LCGs). These groups will be able to give the RCCs input on Vision Australia-related issues and will nominate future RCC representatives. Anyone interested in establishing a Local Client Group should contact Lynne Davis, the CRC Secretariat, on 1300 134 560 or email crcsecretariat@visionaustralia.org 
Goodbye Simon, welcome Leah

Speaking of changes, the CRC would like to thank Simon Bosch, a retiring member, for his work on the Committee. Simon has been with us from the beginning and has been enormously helpful. From his base in the Blue Mountains, he has acted as our parent representative and has been a driving force in bringing together parents of vision impaired and blind children. Simon’s technical knowledge has also proved invaluable to the CRC. He is leaving us to pursue work goals, and we wish him all the best in his new endeavours.

The CRC has also welcomed a new member, Leah Hobson, who has replaced Stephen Hallinan as a representative of deafblind clients of Vision Australia. Leah lives in Melbourne, but would welcome contact from deafblind clients anywhere. She can be contacted on (03) 9348 2010 or leah@tinho.net.

Getting involved – a letter from our Chair

Dear Colleagues,

Vision Australia prides itself on being a living partnership between people who are blind, sighted or vision impaired. Our vision is that in the future people who are blind or have low vision will access and fully participate in all areas of life they choose.

In striving for this vision, we believe one of the best ways of developing our services is by gaining your input. You know best what services suit you and the way you prefer to access them. To receive that important client contribution on a continual basis, we have developed the Client Consultative Framework with three levels:

A. the Client Representative Council, which is made up of 12 client representatives covering all regions of Vision Australia's services. The CRC meets monthly, and two Board Directors and the CEO attend those meetings

B. Regional Client Committees that are made up of representatives of Local Client Groups in a particular region; and 

C. Local Client Groups, which are groups of clients from a local area who meet to discuss services and provide input to local Vision Australia staff.

This consultative framework is a key example of our living partnership and allows Vision Australia to develop more and better services that are relevant, responsive and reliable. We would very much encourage your involvement in our Local Client Groups, Regional Client Committees and the Client Representative Council.

For more information, contact Lynne Davis on 1300 134 560 or email crcsecretariat@visionaustralia.org  

Yours sincerely,
Kevin Murfitt

Vision Australia Chair

Hats off to Dr Murfitt
In late October our Chair, Kevin Murfitt, was conferred his Doctorate in Psychology from Deakin University. His doctorate examines employers' attitudes to graduates with a disability. Kevin was a consultant to the Willing and Able Mentoring Project (WAM) 2000 and Deakin University's Disability Awareness Consultant and Disability Liaison Officer. 

He stands for everything that is Vision Australia. In 2002 Kevin received a Human Rights Award from the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission for his contribution to the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) Accessible Public Transport Standards. And in September 2005 at the International Water-Ski Federation Disabled Water-Ski Championships Kevin broke the world record in the Men's Jump event. Congratulations, Dr Murfitt.
Dates for your diary
International Day of People with a Disability

When: Sunday 3 December  

Where: Australia-wide
This United Nations-designated day celebrates the diversity and ability of people with a disability. Local councils, State Governments, church and community groups will mark the day with barbecues, art exhibitions, floral displays and more. To find an event in your area, visit www.idpwd.com.au or call 1800 677 427.
Accessible Libraries for VIPs
When: Friday 8 December from 2.00pm until 3.30pm

Where: Forestville Library, Forestville Shopping Centre, Forestville, Sydney 
Find out more about accessible features of libraries in the Warringah area. There’ll be a CCTV demonstration as well as information on magnifiers, audio books and other resources for people who are blind or vision impaired. Book on (02) 9942 2449.
Vision Australia’s Carols By Candlelight®
When: Sunday 24 December 2006 from 7.00pm until 11.30pm.
Where: Sidney Myer Music Bowl, King’s Domain Park, Melbourne.
Join in this iconic Christmas celebration, featuring an array of fine Australian performers, including Denis Walter and David Campbell. Children under three are admitted free. A family pass is available for general admission to the lawn area. The event will be broadcast across Australia via Channel 9 and the Southern Cross and Vision Australia Radio networks. All proceeds go towards our Children’s Services. 
To book tickets, call Ticketmaster on 1300 136 166 or visit www.ticketmaster.com.au For information about the event, visit www.visionaustralia.org.au/carols or call 1300 558 458.
Sunnies for Sight Day
When: Friday 23 February 2007
Where: Australia-wide
Participate in this fundraiser by donating a gold coin and wearing decorated sunglasses to school, work or a community group event. Proceeds will support the International Centre for Eyecare Education’s (ICEE) blindness prevention and vision care projects. For information visit, www.sunniesforsight.org or call 
1300 664 233.
14th Deafblind International World Conference
When: Tuesday 25 to Sunday 30 September 2007
Where: Burswood International Resort Convention Centre, Perth

The program reflects the conference theme of “Worldwide Connections: Breaking the Isolation” and will feature international and national speakers. Register before January 1 for an earlybird discount. To book, call Bronte Pyett on (08) 9443 6814, email conference@senses.asn.au or visit www.dbiconference2007.asn.au
News and announcements
Centrelink letters in accessible formats

A reminder that Disability Support Pension for the Blind (DSP Blind) recipients can receive customer letters in large print, braille or rich text format on computer disk. Letters can also be read out over the phone. To register your preferred format, call Centrelink on 13 27 17.

Blind Citizens Australia (BCA) is aware that DSP Blind recipients who are receiving their letters in accessible formats may not have had the reply date (where applicable) amended to cover any delays due to accessible formatting. BCA is in the process of seeking policy clarification on this issue with Centrelink. DSP Blind recipients who have requested or are receiving their letters in accessible formats are encouraged to raise this issue with Centrelink staff.

BCA’s website contains a DSP Blind Questions and Answers (Q&A) Sheet. To access it, visit www.bca.org.au/natpol/DSP_Blind_Q&A.htm
Share your memories from Carols
We’ve set up a page on the Vision Australia website, www.visionaustralia.org.au/carols, for people to submit their recollections of Vision Australia’s Carols By Candlelight®. 
This forum allows us to find out how you feel about this much-loved celebration. Your stories don’t have to be long; just a paragraph would be fine. If you would 
like to contribute your recollections to the site, email Michele Prentice at heritage@visionaustralia.org or call (03) 9522 5238.
Subsidy cap rise for Victorian taxi users

There has been an increase in the 2006/07 subsidy cap from $1,000 to $1,030 for Multi Purpose Taxi Program (MPTP) members in Victoria. Taxi fares increased by 3% on 23 September 2006 and the MPTP subsidy cap rose accordingly to ensure that MPTP members still have access to the equivalent level of subsidised travel. In the future, the MPTP subsidy cap will increase in line with further taxi fare increases.

Members who have been granted a higher subsidy cap due to exceptional circumstances will also have their subsidy caps increased by 3%. Members with exceptional circumstances can apply for additional subsidy to travel to medical appointments, education, employment, training, day programs, volunteering and visiting a partner at a nursing home. For more information, call the Victorian Taxi Directorate on 
(03) 9320 4360 or 1800 638 802 if you live outside Melbourne.  
NSW Taxi Transport Subsidy Scheme reassessment

The Taxi Transport Subsidy Scheme NSW now requires all users of its scheme whose accounts have been inactive for more than five years to undergo a review to determine their continued eligibility. 
As over a five-year period, the disabilities of some participants have improved to the extent that they no longer use taxis for all their travel needs, the New South Wales Ministry of Transport asks participants who have not used the service in the past five years undergo an assessment. For information, call 1800 623 724 on a weekday.  
Penrith Council improves access

A bouquet to Penrith City Council for providing residents who are blind or vision impaired with easier and safer access to the Penrith and St Marys CBDs. The council has installed 26 sets of tactile ground surface indicators (TGSI) around the two centres. These studded and brightly painted devices are placed on the ground to identify potentially hazardous areas such as road crossings. The indicators are part of a suite of projects implemented to enable better access to local facilities. 
Making public conveniences more convenient
Melbourne residents can now access disabled toilets in the city’s parks at any time of the day following the recent installation of a universal key system. The Master Locksmiths Access Key System (MLAK) is a master key that fits into specially designed locks, allowing 24-hour access to public toilets. This system is already operating in New South Wales.
The first 50 keys are free, thereafter they cost $10. Eligibility is restricted to people who have a disability or have written authority from a doctor, a disability organisation, a local council, a community health centre or the management of a building with an accessible toilet on site. For more information about this service, call 1800 819 775 or visit www.scia.org.au To locate your nearest MLAK locksmith, call 1800 810 698
Exhibition by artists with vision impairments
Madeleine Popper is seeking expressions of interest from artists who are blind or vision impaired and would like to take part in an exhibition. Call Madeleine on 
(03) 9502 7356 or 0417 304 579 or send an email to madeleine@ronpopper.com.au
Funding for dog guide training

Have you received a new dog guide in recent years? If so, the Estate of Ray Leslie Wright Blencowe may have a $1,000 grant for you. To be eligible you must be a resident of New South Wales and have been allocated a dog in the 2003/04 financial year and be aged over 40 years, or allocated a dog in the 2001/02, 2002/03 or 2004/05 financial years and be aged 17 to 40 years. 
For more information, contact Ian Misson at Trust on (03) 9665 0226 or imisson@trust.com.au 
Nature Nature in the limelight
Nature Nature, a duo featuring Vision Australia clients Henry Phineasa and David McBurney, aka Geordi, has received rave reviews for its latest CD, In Concert. Henry is a didgeridoo virtuoso, while Geordi, who recently celebrated 25 years as the gardener at Vision Australia’s Enfield centre, plays flute, clarinet and percussion. In October, a Limelight magazine reviewer said the CD “adds up to some of the most effective blending of didgeridoo and Western instruments I’ve heard”. To order a copy call 1800 422 007 or you can buy one direct from reception at Vision Australia’s Enfield. The CDs cost $20 each and profits go towards Vision Australia.

St Lucy’s reunion
Calling all former students of St Lucy’s School for Blind and Partially Sighted in Wahroonga – Linda Tooker is planning a reunion in Sydney (venue and date to be confirmed). If you are interested in attending, call Linda on (02) 9629 4614.

We want your stories!
Here’s your chance to share your life story with the world. Vision Australia’s recently upgraded website now includes a section called “Our Stories”, which features clients’ accounts of living with blindness or vision impairment. Everyone has a tale to tell, and we would love to hear yours. It is hoped these shared stories will educate the wider community and inspire other people who are blind or vision impaired. To submit your story, call Emma Turnbull on (02) 9334 3380 or email emma.turnbull@visionaustralia.org
Melbourne guides trained up 

Guides at several of the Melbourne’s major museums and galleries are now more mindful of the need to adequately describe exhibits to visitors who are blind or vision impaired thanks to Vision Australia training. Kooyong audio description volunteer Marjorie West AM recently held workshops for guides from the National Gallery of Victoria, the Melbourne Museum, the City Museum at Old Treasury as well as Federation Square. Before conducting tours, guides at these locations will now ask if anyone in the group is blind or vision impaired, and will adapt their tour accordingly. 

Tune into Vision Australia
For more Vision Australia news, tune to Around Vision Australia. You can hear it in New South Wales on 2RPH on Fridays at 8.00pm, in the Australian Capital Territory on Thursdays at 3.00pm (repeated Sundays at 8.00pm), in Victoria on Wednesdays at 3.00pm (repeated Sundays at 8.00pm) and in Tasmania on Sunday at 8.00pm. 

Vision Australia radio station frequencies:

Melbourne on 1179 AM

Mildura on 107.5 FM

Albury/Wodonga on 101.7 FM

Shepparton on 100.1 FM

Bendigo on 88.7 FM

Geelong on 99.5 FM

Warragul on 93.5 FM

Warrnambool on 94.5 FM

RPH Australia station frequencies:

Hobart on 864 AM

Launceston on 106.9 FM

Canberra on 1125 AM

Sydney on 1224 AM

Vision Australia Lottery 5
The latest lottery features three fabulous prizes, which are together worth more than $50,000. First prize is a new Volkswagen Golf TDI, valued at $34,500, which comes with $5,000 worth of fuel. Second prize is a $10,000 travel voucher, while third prize is a $2,500 Myer gift card. The lottery will be drawn on Thursday 21 December at noon. Three tickets cost $30 (minimum) and additional tickets are $10 each. With only 40,000 tickets on offer, the odds are great. Proceeds go to Vision Australia. 
For your chance to win, call our hotline on 1800 422 007.
Equipment News
Christmas solutions
Vision Australia’s Equipment Solutions has some great new items that are perfect for placing under the Christmas tree. For keen cooks there are talking kitchen scales for $147, a talking measuring jug for $163 and a tactile magnet timer for $29.

Treat board game fans to tactile snakes and ladders, $43, tactile Ludo, $43, raised dominoes, $26, Scrabble cards, $11 or large print cards for $14. Sporty types may appreciate a goal ball, $118, soccer ball, $76, or bell basketball for $65. 
There’s also a range of talking, large print and braille watches, with styles to suit all ages. Or choose from our range of large-button phones, including the Oricom Care Phone, which includes a pendant for emergency dialling, for $169. 
For more information, call 1300 847 466 and ask for Equipment Solutions or send an email to equipment.solutions@visionaustralia.org
Google ranks accessible sites
Web-users, have you tried Google Accessible Search? Specially designed for people who are blind or vision impaired, it ranks search results according to accessibility. It examines the HTML mark-up found on a web page and favours sites with few visual distractions and which are more easily navigated with a keyboard. To access it, visit http://labs.google.com/accessible/
Free magnifier
The latest Microsoft mouse driver, Microsoft IP 55_32ENG.EXP, has an in-built magnifier that can enlarge text on the screen. You can download the 
driver for free from www.microsoft.com/hardware/mouseandkeyboard/Download.mspx
Tried and tested
Here’s a handy software tip from Claire Hogan from Bellingen, New South Wales: “I’d like to recommend Macquarie Dictionary software called MegaLex (now sold under the title Macquarie Word Genius). It’s JAWs-compatible and very easy to use. You simply highlight a word with one key and it provides the definition. It’s paradise for a word-lover.” 
Macquarie Word Genius has a recommended retail price of $19.95 (concise) and $49.95 (unabridged). Available from Dymocks, ABC Shops or by calling 1300 889 978. You can also order online at www.wordgenius.com.au  
If you’d like to recommend a piece of equipment to other Vision Australia clients, send an email to emma.turnbull@visionaustralia.org 

Audio Description Program 
About the service

Audio description is the narration of visual aspects of live theatre performances, tours and videos. Vision Australia’s free service, supported by community groups and volunteers, helps bring entertainment to life for people who are blind or vision impaired. It is available in Melbourne, Albury, Geelong, Canberra and Sydney. 


Theatre productions
Our team of trained volunteers offer live descriptions of a play's visual elements through a small radio receiver and single earpiece. Before a play, audio describers provide program details together with descriptions of costumes and stage settings. Throughout the play, concise descriptions of actions, expressions and gestures are transmitted via small radio receivers during gaps between actors’ dialogue. 

The service is available in Victoria at the Princess Theatre, the Regent Theatre, Her Majesty's Theatre, the Comedy Theatre, The Arts Centre and in Albury and Geelong.

In New South Wales, it is offered in Sydney at the Opera House, the Sydney Theatre and Ensemble Theatre. 

In Canberra, audio description is provided at the Canberra Theatre Centre.

Book early

As numbers are limited, we suggest you book early and request a radio receiver and earpiece, available for collection 40 minutes before the show. To reserve equipment, leave your name and contact details. We recommend patrons are seated at least 20 minutes before the show to allow time for a technical check and to hear program notes and costume descriptions. Late arrivals can collect their receivers at interval. 
Sydney theatre dates
Workshops for patrons who are vision impaired will be available prior to most Sydney Theatre Company and Ensemble audio described performances. These workshops provide director’s insights as well as a tactile experience of the set, costume and props. They usually start three hours before a show, but check when booking.
To book, call the Sydney Theatre Company box office on (02) 9250 1777 or the Ensemble box office on 
(02) 9929 0644. For more information about audio described events in Sydney, call Brett Wightman on 
(02) 9334 3549.

The Bourgeois Gentleman

By Moliere

Directed by Jean-Pierre Mignon

Where:
Sydney Theatre, Walsh Bay
When:
Saturday 2 December at 2.00pm 

Saturday 9 December at 2.00pm

This comedy focuses on cunning, nouveau riche Jourdain, who employs a bewildering array of consultants to teach him the trappings of a true gentleman.
The Times Of My Life
By Toni Lamond
Directed by Tony Sheldon
Where: 
Ensemble Theatre, Kirribilli
When: 
Saturday 17 February at 5.00pm 

Monday 19 February at 8.15pm
Lamond’s warts-and-all journey through the highs, lows, triumphs and hardships of a long career in theatre. You’ll laugh, cry and leave with a song in your heart.

The Season at Sarsaparilla

By Patrick White
Directed by Benedict Andrews 

Where:
Drama Theatre, Sydney Opera House
When:
Saturday 24 March at 2.00pm
Three houses and three backyards; a pregnant wife, a nosy neighbour and a post office boy in love. This powerful comic play led the way for Australian theatre.

Albury theatre date

The Messiah

By Patrick Barlow

Directed by Jon Halpin

Where: 
Hothouse Theatre, Gateway Island 

When: 
Saturday 16 December at 4.00pm

The story of two incompetent but ambitious amateur actors who attempt to stage the ultimate Christmas story. 

Book: (02) 6021 7433

Canberra theatre dates
Keating!

By Casey Bennetto

Company B

Where: 
The Playhouse, Canberra Theatre Centre

When: 
Friday 2 February at 6.20pm

The tale of the Placido Domingo of Australian politics and his battle against assorted mugs, dummies, dimwits, gutless spivs and scumbags. 

Melbourne theatre dates
Tickets to the following Melbourne events are available through Ease Ticketing. This not-for-profit service, which caters for people with a disability, offers members substantial discounts on tickets. Membership is $30. For more information, call (03) 9699 8497, TTY (03) 9699 7636 Monday to Thursday from 10.00am to 4.00pm, or visit www.artsaccess.com.au
Tickets can also be booked through the Victorian Arts Centre on (03) 9864 9331 or for State Theatre events, through Ticketmaster on 1300 136 166.

For more information on audio described events in Melbourne, contact Marjorie West on (03) 9864 9331 or marj.west@visionaustralia.org.au
Tomfoolery
By Tom Lehrer 
Melbourne Theatre Company

Where:
Playhouse Theatre, The Arts Centre
When:
Tuesday 5 December at 6.30pm
Saturday 9 December at 4.00pm, with a tactile tour at 3.00pm
Starring Gerry Connolly and Rhonda Burchmore, Tomfoolery attacks sacred cows while milking them for all they’re worth.  
Julius Caesar 
By George Frederic Handel
Conducted by Richard Gill, directed by Francisco Negrin 
Where:
State Theatre, The Arts Centre

When:
Tuesday 12 December at 7.00pm
Gill conducts this tale of power and passion, revealing the seductive sounds of the baroque era and Handel’s use of light and shade. Sung in Italian with English surtitles.
The Marriage of Figaro 
By Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
Conducted by Alexander Briger, directed by Neil Armfield 
Where:
State Theatre, The Arts Centre
When:
Saturday 16 December at 1.00pm
Sparks fly in the Almaviva household as servant is set against master, wife against husband. This production revels in the wit and sexual tension of the libretto and Mozart’s music goes straight to the heart. Sung in Italian with English surtitles.
Entertaining Mr Sloane 
By Joe Orton
Melbourne Theatre Company

Where:
The Fairfax Studio, The Arts Centre
When: 
Tuesday 16 January at 6.30pm
Saturday 20 January at 4.00pm, with a tactile tour at 3.00pm

Kath thinks Mr Sloane would be the perfect lodger. Her brother also has designs on the lad, so Sloane plays them off against each other. 
Warning: Adult themes.
Don’s Party 
by David Williamson
Melbourne Theatre Company
Where:
Playhouse Theatre, The Arts Centre
When:
Tuesday 30 January at 6:30pm
Saturday 3 February at 4:00pm, with a tactile tour at 3.00pm
When Don throws a party on a Federal election night, alcohol and thwarted hopes combine dangerously.
Warning: Coarse language and sexual themes.

All My Sons 
by Arthur Miller
Where:
Playhouse Theatre, The Arts Centre 

When:
Saturday 24 March at 4.00pm, with a tactile tour at 3.00pm
Friday 30 March at 6:30pm

After the war, Joe Keller’s family try to get on with life, although Joe’s factory is investigated, his partner imprisoned and his son, Larry, is missing in action. 

The Ghost Writer 
by Ross Mueller
Where:
The Fairfax Studio, The Arts Centre
When: 
Saturday 31 March at 4.00pm, with a tactile tour at 3.00pm
Tuesday 3 April at 6.30pm
Brihanna can talk, but not write. She leaves that to Claudia, a ghost writer who is set to stir up old ghosts. Warning: Frequent coarse language and adult themes.
Audio described tours and attractions

Audio cassettes and CDs featuring narrative information are available at:

Cremorne Point and St Thomas Rest Park History Trail. Call Chris Taylor at North Sydney Council on (02) 9936 8195 for a copy. 

Powerhouse Museum, call (02) 9217 0111. 

Australian Museum, call Wendy Dowers on (02) 9320 6163.

Old Melbourne Gaol, call (02) 9320 6163.

Sport and recreation
National

Cassette pal and braille pen pals wanted
Mrs Harumi Lloyd, a 40-year-old Japanese woman who is blind, is seeking women aged over 30 to be cassette friends. She enjoys music and audio books. Contact her at 1-4-30-702 Shimotakatsu, Tsuchiura, Ibaraki, Japan, 300-0812. 

Jane Adlington, one of our clients in the Wollongong area is looking for a braille pen friend. You can contact her at Unit 18/27 – 31 William Street Keiraville 2500. 

New South Wales
Try athletics and learn to swim in the Hunter
NSW Blind Sporting Association will be holding Athletics Come-And-Try Days on 24 and 25 January at Maitland for children and adults whose primary disability is blindness or vision impairment. The location will be confirmed closer to the date. 

A summer swim program for people who are blind or vision impaired will be held at West Wallsend Indoor Swimming Pool from 8 to 12 January. Swim and stroke correction classes for all ages will be conducted by Vision Australia Newcastle Paediatric Physiotherapist Jennifer Lambert. For more information on both events, call Jennifer on (02) 4962 2803. Bookings are essential.
Take to the green 
The Vision Impaired Blind Bowlers Association (VIBBA) would like to invite anyone who would like to bowl for fun or competitively to join. VIBBA participates in a range of events, including weekly games at various host clubs, regional tournaments and an annual State Championship. Bowlers are matched to one of three sight classifications and are assisted by a sighted director. For information, call Shirley Lucke on (02) 9546 5482 or Betty Redman on (02) 9533 2115.
Coffs bowlers on a roll
Congratulations to Coffs Harbour clients Wayne Thomson, Tom Sawtell and Debbie Waddell. Wayne won gold in the open B1 singles and open B1 pairs event of the NSW Vision Impaired Bowlers State Tournament held in Sydney in September. Tom took out top honours in the B2 singles and Debbie scored silver in the open B1 pairs. Debbie is off to the Trans Tasman series in February and needs sponsorship. If you can help, call Christine Sawtell on (02) 6568 6973. 
Victoria

Seeking musos and a manager

Are you a guitarist, keyboardist, drummer or backing vocalist who is blind or vision impaired and is interested in starting a rock ‘n’ roll band? Or perhaps your band needs a lead singer? Call Phillip Chalker on 0400 603 367 or (03) 9748 0824 or email phill@chalkersperformances.com
Strolling in Shepparton

If anyone in the Shepparton region is interested in joining a walking group, call the local Vision Australia centre on (03) 5831 3555. These social walks, which are suitable for all fitness levels, are held every second Wednesday of the month.  

Peer support

National

Albinism Conference CD

The Bringing Together People with Albinism Conference, held in Sydney in August, was a great success. A three-disk amateur DVD of the event is now available. It costs $40, plus $5 postage. Email albinismnsw@optusnet.com.au, call 0425 229 799 or visit www.albinismaustralia.org for more information or to order.
New Stargardt’s website

Stargardt’s Australia is a volunteer organisation dedicated to increasing the awareness of this disease and investigating new methods of treatment. Their website covers detailed information about the disease as well as ideas on coping with low vision. Visit http://stargardts-au.org
New South Wales/ACT

The Central Vision Impaired Group

This group is seeking members in the Wollongong area who would like to meet other people who are blind or vision impaired. Its organiser, Tony Sarkis, has big plans for the group, including bus trips and musical performances. It meets every second Wednesday at the City Diggers RSL Club, 82 Church Street, Wollongong. The first meeting for 2007 will be on 31 January. For information, call Tony on (02) 4284 7744 or email tonysarkis@tadaust.org.au
Gosford Vision Impaired Support Group
This small group of supportive people with varying degrees of vision impairment meets at 10.00am on the third Tuesday of the month at the Central Coast Leagues Club on Dane Drive, Gosford. To join, call Gordon Taylor on (02) 4382 1512.
St George Area VIP Peer Support Group
This group meets on the last Wednesday of the month at Rockdale RSL, 45 Bay Street, Rockdale. Family and friends of people who are blind or vision impaired are welcome to join. Meetings are held from 10.15am to noon, and morning tea is available. The groups also goes on day trips. On January 19 they’re off to Bundeena. For information, call Cliff Jackson on (02) 9588 3620 or at home on (02) 9334 3227. 
Victoria
OMNI Men’s Group

OMNI, which stands for Older Men, New Ideas, is a social group for men over 50. The group meets on the first and third Wednesday of the month from 10.00am to noon at the Vision Australia Cricket Pavilion, 434 Glenferrie Road, Kooyong. For more information, call Di Hayward on (03) 8872 7000.

White Cane Wanderers
Keen to venture out of town? Then join this Melbourne self-help group who meet at city rail stations a couple of times a month to head off on daytrips. For more information, call Di Hayward on (03) 8872 7000.

Classifieds
For Sale
Aladdin CCTV, 14-inch screen, monochrome. Less than a year old, hardly used. Selling for $1,200 or nearest offer. Call Nola Munro on the Central Coast on (02) 4344 4051. 

Aladdin CCTV Model AL7A, in the original box. Three to four years old with a 15.6-inch screen. Asking $1,500 or nearest offer. Call Chris Horn in the Summer Hill area on (02) 9799 6312. 

Clearview Bright Colour CCTV, can be interfaced with a computer. Bought new in 2001 for $6,000, selling for $2,500 or nearest offer. Also selling a Parrot (VoiceMate) voice-recorder for $200 or nearest offer. Call Bruce Moon in Hornsby on (02) 9987 4486. 

Clearview CCTV, black and white with a 17-inch screen. Paid $4,000, selling for $1,600. Call Stuart Handley on the Central Coast on (02) 4365 3909. 

Clearview Spectrum CCTV. Full-colour, 15-inch screen and in as-new condition. Originally cost $5,000, will accept $2,000. Call Kay Shepherd in the Coffs Harbour area on (02) 6651 4288.

Clearview Star, bought new in 2002. In good condition with user manual. $2,200 or nearest offer. Also selling a Walkabout Electric Three-Wheeled Scooter with swivel seat and shopping basket. In good condition, $2,000 or nearest offer. Call Richard Dowd in North Turramurra on 0427 393 428. 

Clearview Star 60 Hz CCTV with ViewStar monochrome screen. Paid $3,300 a year ago. Selling for $1,800 or nearest offer. Call Mrs Para in Strathfield on (02) 9742 3775.

Clearview Star 60 Hrtz CCTV, monochrome, offers 3.5 to 43 magnification. One year old, hardly used. Bought for $3,300, selling for $1,800 or nearest offer. Call Karthya in the Pennant Hills area on 0422 454128.

Kenwood RZ1 Radio Scanner with Yasu FP4 power supply. Selling for $300 or nearest offer. Call John on the Central Coast on (02) 4332 7477.

Max EVS Digital Magnifier, attaches to a TV set and magnifies in monochrome. Bought two years ago for $700. Selling for $350 or nearest offer. Call Kim in the Northbridge area on 0402 063516.
Micro Marvellous Panorama desktop video magnifier. Australian-made, black and white system that can display greyscale or high-contrast black and white or colour contrast images. Excellent condition. Will include a black and white TV. Selling for $1,200. Call Mike in Melbourne on 0408 325 024 or email mike_oc@bigpond.net.au
Smartview 3000 CCTV. Black and white, in good condition and with user’s manual. $2,500 or nearest offer. Call Allan Spratt in the Loftus area on (02) 9521 1260. 

Smartview 3000 Video Magnifier. Purchased in June 2004 for $3,900. Comes with a 21-inch screen. In excellent condition. Asking $1,900. Call Keith Blades in the eastern suburbs of Sydney on (02) 9387 3118 or 0419 404 252. 

Smartview 5000 Colour CCTV with 17-inch screen. Five years old, in excellent condition. Paid $5,000 new, selling for $2,500 or nearest offer. Call Helen Peters in Elanora Heights on (02) 99133041.

Smartview 5000 CCTV with 17-inch colour monitor and instructions, as-new. Bought two years ago for $5,000, asking $3,000 or nearest offer. Call Trevor on the Central Coast on (02) 4368 6787.
TVi Zoom Colour handheld magnifier to plug into a TV. One-year-old, never used, still in box. Selling for $900 or nearest offer – can post it out. Comes with 12-volt plug pack. Call Judi Belbin in the Bowraville area on (02) 6568 9105.
Complaints, compliments and suggestions

Did you know you can make a complaint, compliment or suggestion to Vision Australia? You can fill out a form at our website www.visionaustralia.org.au or call us or post to the address below. 
To help us process your feedback please include the following details:

· The nature of your complaint, compliment or suggestion
· Whether you are currently receiving services from us or have received services from us in the past. 

· If you would like Vision Australia to contact you on this topic please ensure you include your name and contact details (daytime telephone number, address or email).

How to contact us:

Phone: 
1300 847 466
Email:
info@visionaustralia.org.au 

Website:
www.visionaustralia.org.au 

Post: 
NSW and ACT 
4 Mitchell Street, Enfield, NSW 2136


Victoria 
454 Glenferrie Road, Kooyong, VIC 3144

Fax: (02) 9747 5993
TTY: (02) 9334 3260
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Cricket with a twist

The sound of leather on willow is synonymous with summer. But for cricket players who are blind or vision impaired, it’s replaced by the sound of rattling metal.

An audible ball – made of hard plastic and filled with metal washers or ball bearings – is just one of blind cricket’s adaptations. In this game, the ball is bowled underarm, has to bounce twice before being hit, and the bowler must call “play” before releasing it. 

Players are categorised according to vision – B1 being cricketers who are totally blind, B2s are cricketers with low vision, while B3 players have more sight. All B1 batters require a runner (usually a B3 player), while B2 players can opt for someone to run for them. A B1 bowler also relies on the wicket-keeper to provide direction. Otherwise, it’s like traditional cricket – there are 11 players per team, the same bat is used and protective gear is essential. 

There’s also a World Cup. This month, 16 Australians will head to Pakistan to take on teams from seven cricketing nations. The first match will be played on 
3 December in Islamabad.

Seventeen-year-old Vision Australia client Lindsay Heaven will fly to Pakistan shortly after completing his final Year 12 exam. At 11, Lindsay was diagnosed with Stargardt's disease, a form of macular degeneration that affects central vision. He lost a significant amount of his sight at 14. A year later, the B3 all-rounder started playing blind cricket at the Vision Australia Kooyong oval.

“It’s a great game. I think it actually requires more concentration than traditional cricket – you’ve got to take every chance out there,” Lindsay says. 

“I reacted to the loss of my sight a little better than some others and I think it’s because I found sport. I’m amazed at what I’ve done through it.”

This will also be the first World Cup for Chris Baillie, a 25-year-old IT worker who has been blind since birth. He is confident Australia will make the grand final on 16 December: “We have solid players in every division, so we’re in with a good chance.”

Did you know?

Blind cricket was invented in Melbourne in 1922. The world’s first dedicated ground for the game, the oval behind the Vision Australia Kooyong centre, was established in 1928. Originally, balls were made of woven cane containing pieces of twisted metal. 

Nicole nears her goal

Nicole Holmes, who has been blind since birth, dreams of a career advocating for the rights of people with a disability. With our support she is a step closer to achieving her goal. 

The 18-year-old is one of 22 students who benefited from a Vision Australia 2006 Further Education Bursary Award. Nicole has just completed her first year of an Arts degree at the University of Wollongong.

Our bursary program assists people who are blind or vision impaired to participate in tertiary education by providing funds to buy adaptive technology. This includes computers with speech output, electronic braille terminals and equipment for scanning printed material. 

Nicole used her $6,000 bursary to buy a PacMate. This compact computer converts electronic text into audio or braille, enabling her the same access to course materials as her fellow students.

“Without it I would have had to wait for material to be transcribed into an alternative format,” she says. “Now I can write essays and receive course materials in the same timeframe as my peers.”

Making fundraising fun

Summer is the perfect time to relax with a cool glass of wine. Yet choosing the right bottle can be difficult if you can’t see the label. For this reason, Sandalyn Wilderness Estates in the Hunter Valley is printing labels in braille and large print. To buy cases of specially labelled bottles, call (02) 4930 7611, visit www.sandalyn.com.au or click on the Sandalyn link on our website, www.visionaustralia.org.au
By buying this wine, you are helping us. In recognition of the support Vision Australia has given one of Sandalyn’s associates, the winery will donate 25% of proceeds from sales to us as in kind support: just mention Vision Australia when ordering.  

You can also raise money for Vision Australia while exploring the world. Memorable Challenges plans exciting adventures, such as cycling in Cambodia or walking along the Great Wall of China, that enable travellers to raise funds for their favourite charity. 

For information, visit www.memorablechallenges.com
Art and soul

Moonlight At Point Leo by Reg Wood is one the works by artists who are blind or vision impaired featured in the 2007 Vision Australia Calendar and Diary. Large and extra-large print calendars are $8, while our large print diary is $16. 

To order, visit www.visionaustralia.org.au and click on “Products” or call 1300 847 466.

A new direction 

When it comes to career, Brett Anthony believes in the two Ts – technology and training. 

The 45-year-old father of two is a Customer Service and Administration team leader at Rockdale City Council in Sydney. However, he began his working life as an aircraft engineer in the Royal Australian Air Force. He served for nine years until retinitis pigmentosa (RP) caused his sight to deteriorate.

After travelling for a year, Brett worked in real estate, eventually starting his own development company. Yet his sight was failing. 

“I left real estate in 1995 when I lost my sight,” he says. “I was diagnosed with RP in 1987. I went from 100% vision that year to nothing in 1995. When my vision did go I thought, well, I’d better get my act together. I knew it was time to retrain.”

Brett contacted Vision Australia’s Employment Services, who gave him advice on applying for work. “I hit the papers and found a job at Hawkesbury City Council,” he says.

“Vision Australia came out and ran JAWS [screen reading software] on my work computer.” In 2000, he started work at Rockdale City Council. Again, Vision Australia adapted his work station. 

Brett uses a host of adaptive technology. There’s the laptop that comes in handy at meetings, a voice recorder that enables him to dial phone numbers, and a scanner that copies and converts documents into text that JAWS can read. The technology also assists with Brett’s Business Management studies.

Brett says that while job-hunting can be a challenge for someone who is blind or vision impaired, self-belief will always win out: “There are people out there who will help. You just have to give it a go and be confident.”

Vision Australia is currently undertaking a nationwide survey to investigate employment issues affecting people who are blind or vision impaired. To participate, call 1300 558 458.

Offering national support

Vision Australia supports JobAccess, a new Australian Government initiative that assists people with a disability to find work. We provide JobAccess users who are blind or vision impaired and employers with workplace assessments to identify any training or equipment needs.

Since the launch of JobAccess in August, our Employment Services team has carried out a number of assessments across the nation. For information, visit www.JobAccess.gov.au
Our Christmas fairy

Emily is the little girl who will play a big part in Vision Australia’s Carols by Candlelight®. 

Emily, like most five-year-old girls, loves music, dancing and dressing up, and can’t wait to start school next year. The only difference between Emily and her friends is that she is vision impaired.  

She has retinitis pigmentosa, which causes the retina to deteriorate. Emily has no peripheral vision at all and her doctors are not sure how much central vision she has. They believe that by the time she finishes primary school all her vision will be gone. 

Yet her future is bright, thanks to Vision Australia’s support. Emily has already been introduced to braille, in preparation for learning to read and write at school. 

A Vision Australia Early Childhood Educator has briefed her teachers and organised funding for class equipment. 

In the meantime, Emily is preparing for her big night – Vision Australia’s Carols by Candlelight®. 

About Vision Australia’s Carols by Candlelight® 

It’s hard to imagine a Christmas Eve without Vision Australia’s Carols by Candlelight® – it’s as if Christmas begins when the band strikes up in the Sidney Myer Music Bowl. 

If you live in or near Melbourne, buy a ticket and head to the Bowl on Sunday 24 December and be part of this dazzling event. Join Emily and an array of performers, including Denis Walter and David Campbell, in this iconic celebration. 

If you can’t make it to Melbourne on Christmas Eve, tune in to Channel 9 or a radio station in the Southern Cross or Vision Australia Radio networks. 

Proceeds go to Vision Australia’s Children’s Services. Kids under three are admitted for free and family passes are available. 

For more information, visit www.visionaustralia.org.au and click on the Vision Australia's Carols by Candlelight® link or call 1300 558 458. To book tickets, call Ticketmaster on 1300 136 166 or visit www.ticketmaster.com.au
Victorian voters make history  

In November, more than 50,000 Victorians who are blind or vision impaired were able to independently vote in a State election.

This was made possible by the Victorian Government’s decision to pilot electronic voting for people who are blind or vision impaired.

"The right to vote in secret is something that every Australian is entitled to do and many take it for granted. Being blind, I know that voting has always been a challenge for many people across the nation like myself,” Kevin Murfitt, Chair of Vision Australia, said prior to the election.  

Electronic voting kiosks enabled people who are blind or vision impaired to vote in private using a computer with a touch screen, key pad and headphones.

The kiosks were piloted at six centres around Victoria, including Heidelberg, Melbourne Town Hall and Vision Australia offices at Kooyong, Shepparton, Warragul and Ballarat.  

The Federal Government is also planning to trial electronic voting at the next election.

Cheers for a volunteer 

Congratulations to Vision Australia volunteer Elaine Wilson who was recently honoured with a Caroline Chisholm Award for her community work. Elaine has helped run Vision Australia Day Programs at the Mt Waverley Community Centre for 10 years, offering food and friendship to local clients. 

Elaine is one of many Vision Australia volunteers who will be presented with achievement awards to mark International Day of the Volunteer on 5 December. 

More than 3,700 volunteers offer their time and skills to Vision Australia, working in a range of capacities. By volunteering you can gain new skills and make a difference. 

If you would like to be a Vision Australia volunteer, call 1300 847 466.

Thank you for your support

Vision Australia is a living partnership between people who are blind, sighted or vision impaired. Community support enables us to assure that people who are blind or vision impaired can access and fully participate in every aspect of life they choose.

For more information or to make a donation call 1300 847 466
Website: www.visionaustralia.org.au
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