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It’s your newsletter
Let’s begin by extending a warm welcome to our new Queensland clients, who are now part of our family following Royal Blind Foundation Queensland’s recent decision to amalgamate with Vision Australia.  
This regular newsletter, which is sent out every three months, enables you to keep in touch with the Vision Australia community. It includes news, upcoming events and recreational programs – and we’d love your input.  
Every Vision Australia client is welcome to have their say. If there’s an occasion you’d like to promote, news you’d like to share, equipment to sell or anything else you think would be of interest to the community, please email emma.turnbull@visionaustralia.org or post to Emma Turnbull, Client Update, Corporate Communications, Vision Australia, PO Box 176, Burwood NSW 2134. 

The newsletter is available in large print, braille, audio format or by email. 
The next Vision Australia newsletter will be circulated in May. For changes to your preferred format, your address or mailing details, please call 1300 84 74 66 or email info@visionaustralia.org.au
Client Representative Council (CRC) update
Over recent months Vision Australia clients have responded to the Client Representative Council’s call to get involved in the consultative process.

Recently, the CRC asked clients to express interest in joining the i-Access Advisory Committee. Clients on this committee will advise and facilitate communication between users of the Vision Australia Information Library Service and its management, as well as review the services provided. The committee’s first meeting will be held in early March with Mark Boyd as Chair.

Clients are getting involved at the grassroots level of the consultative process by forming local groups. There are now more than 20 Local Client Groups (LCGs) from New South Wales, Victoria and the Australian Capital Territory registered with the CRC. Victoria, in particular, is leading the way in the formation of local groups. 
Local Client Groups (LCGs) are currently appointing representatives to the four Regional Client Committees (RCCs), which meet to liaise with Vision Australia regional managers, and have begun to elect CRC representatives. It all has the feel of a rising client democracy. 

Recent appointments to the CRC include Lee Smith from Sydney, Stephen Belbin from Newcastle, Jan Doran from Melbourne and Helen Cummins from Queensland. Another Queenslander will be appointed to meet the needs of clients there. The leadership of the CRC will soon meet with clients of the former Royal Blind Foundation Queensland to begin the process of facilitating client participation throughout the state. 

Be a part of it
If you have an interest in working with other Vision Australia clients don’t wait to be asked. Call your local Vision Australia office on 1300 84 74 66 and express your interest in forming a Local Client Group or joining an existing one. 

Vale Wally Pratt

It is with great sorrow that we report the sudden death in February of Wally Pratt from Mildura. Wally was a founding member of the Regional Client Committee in Region 1 and his dedication to the blindness sector and contribution to the development of Vision Australia’s consultative framework has been outstanding. 
He will be missed by his many friends and colleagues. We extend our sympathy to Wally’s family at this sad time.
Dates for your diary
Theatre Fundraiser - Derrida in Love
When: Wednesday 14 March from 6.30pm, audio described show begins 7.30pm

Where: Ensemble Theatre, Kirribilli
Enjoy this wild comedy starring Jacki Weaver and Andrew Tighe and help raise funds for Vision Australia. You can meet other Vision Australia supporters at the pre-show reception. Tickets are $40 and include a glass of champagne and canapés. To book call (02) 9929 0644.
Blinded By The Light Comedy Gala
When: Saturday 17 March from 8.00pm, doors open at 7.00pm
Where: The Comedy Lounge, 26 Errol Street, North Melbourne
Danielle Djordjevic wants to hear from musicians who are blind or have low vision 
to play at a fundraiser night for Vision Australia and Royal Guide Dogs. Also get in touch if you can donate an item, such as artwork, to be raffled. 
Gab Rossi, Dave O’Neill, Pommy Johnson, Greg Fleet and Vision Australia client Maysa Abouzeid will provide the laughs. Nineteen-year-old Maysa, who is legally blind, has been performing stand-up comedy for three years. She recently took part in the Raw Comedy Melbourne heats and last year performed at the Arab-American Comedy Festival in New York. Check her out! Tickets cost $35. 
To book or to offer your assistance, call Danielle on 0406 400 701 or email missdanielledjor@aol.com or James Nevein on (03) 9522 5222 or 1300 559 987.
In The Driver’s Seat Day

When: Sunday 25 March from 9.00am to 3.30pm 
Where: Sandown Motor Circuit, Springvale Road, Springvale, Victoria
This annual event enables people who are legally blind to experience the thrill of driving a dual-control car under the supervision of an instructor. This event is fully booked but to go on the waiting list or to sign up for 2008 call Peter Watts on (03) 9844 3903 or email peterwatts1@bigpond.com
Vision Australia’s Easter Egg Hunt 
When: Friday 6 April from 9.00am to 3.00pm
Where: Lake Weeroona, Bendigo
Children aged up to 12 can join in one of the half-hourly hunts. This year 60,000 eggs will be hidden in a large straw-filled enclosure by the lake. Entry is $6. Register at Vision Australia’s Bendigo Centre at 92-100 McIvor Road, or on the day. Proceeds go to Vision Australia. For more information call Ruth on (03) 5445 5700.
14th Deafblind International World Conference

When: Tuesday 25 to Sunday 30 September 2007

Where: Burswood International Resort Convention Centre, Perth

The program reflects the conference theme of “Worldwide Connections: Breaking the Isolation” and will feature international and national speakers. Register before March 31 for an early bird discount. To book, call Bronte Pyett on (08) 9443 6814, email conference@senses.asn.au or visit www.dbiconference2007.asn.au
News and announcements
Vision Australia launched in Queensland
Vision Australia was officially launched in Queensland on February 14 at the Royal On The Park in Brisbane. This followed the December vote by members of Royal Blind Foundation Queensland to amalgamate with us. New programs introduced to Queensland included the Feelix Library, Do It Yourself teaching kits for parents of children who are blind or have low vision and our Further Education Bursaries. 

Two Queenslanders, Arthur Chawner and Caitlin McMorrow, were awarded Vision Australia bursaries to assist them with their tertiary studies. Arthur is studying Certificate III in IT at Brown Plains TAFE and hopes to use the bursary to buy a braille display. Caitlin is starting her fifth year of a double degree – a Bachelor of Business, majoring in International Business, and a Bachelor of Laws at the Queensland University of Technology. She hopes to use the bursary to buy a Braille Note, a device that combines braille and speech technologies.

Actor Sigrid Thornton, the Feelix Library’s patron, told guests about the innovative library for preschool clients. Entertainment was provided by Queensland Vision Australia client Steve Sparrow, who is an accomplished singer and guitarist. 
Logan Library goes digital
Residents of Logan, Queensland, who are blind, have low vision or a print disability can now access the latest digital technology. In February, Vision Australia and Logan City Council joined forces to provide 100 new digital playback devices to Logan Library members who cannot read standard print. These devices are used to read DAISY (Digital Accessible Information SYstem) audio books, which will ultimately replace cassettes in Vision Australia’s Information Library Service.  
For more information call Vision Australia on 1300 84 74 66. 
Want to learn braille?

Vision Australia is offering the following braille programs: 
Grade I Braille for Clients teaches adults the alphabet, numbers, punctuation and how to use brailling tools. Grade II Braille for Clients is ideal for those who want to use braille more extensively. 

Both client programs are available at Enfield, Wollongong, Gosford, Newcastle and Coffs Harbour Vision Australia centres in New South Wales, and in Prahran and  select regional offices in Victoria. Correspondence programs are also offered. 


Grade I and Grade II braille courses for people who are sighted are also being offered in 2007. These courses are only delivered via correspondence.

Vision Australia is also offering a course in Unified English Braille, (UEB), which is a single code incorporating literary, maths and computer braille. It will be provided via correspondence and at Vision Australia centres. 

For more information on any of these courses call 1300 84 74 66.
Braille Literary Scholarship Program
Quantum Technology has introduced a new Braille Literacy Scholarship Program made up of two awards. The Gillian Gale Award offers a Mountbatten Brailler Learning System, including all accessories and software. It will be awarded to one child in Australia and one in New Zealand aged three to eight. Entrants must be learning braille or will learn it in the future.  
The Norman Wilson Notetaking Award is open to five students from Australia or 
New Zealand. Students can be engaged in study at any level, and there is no age restriction. Recipients will receive a Jot A Dot Pocket Brailler. Applications close 
30 June. For more information or to apply, call Bronwyn Davies on (02) 8844 9888.
Less of a wait for seeing eye dogs
Seeing Eye Dogs Australia (SEDA) has managed to cut the waiting list to acquire one of their dogs from two years to as little as three months. SEDA matches the breed, temperament and ability of each dog to their owner and offers clients the option of training at home or at an external residential training centre. Dogs are provided free of charge. For more information about the availability of dogs call 
1800 03 77 73, email info@seda.org.au or visit www.seda.org.au 
Vision Australia’s complaint process

Vision Australia now has an integrated Complaints Policy and Procedure. Any client who has an issue with any of Vision Australia’s services or operations is invited to formalise their complaint so it can be investigated.  

If you have a grievance, the first step is to either write or speak to any Vision Australia staff member about your complaint. You do not need to speak to a specific member of staff as all managers and staff are responsible for helping you in the first instance by completing a complaints form and forwarding it to Michael Simpson, General Manager, Policy and Advocacy. Your complaint will then be referred to the relevant department for resolution.  

Under normal circumstances you will be contacted by the most suitable staff member to handle your complaint within two days. A timeframe for resolution should be agreed with you within five days of you making the complaint. Although the Policy and Advocacy department registers your complaint, the most relevant department will handle your concerns. However, Michael Simpson will monitor your complaint until it is resolved.

If a complaint is not resolved through this process it will be referred to our Chief Executive Officer, Gerard Menses. If you are still not satisfied you can contact an external agency to work with us on your behalf. If you would like more information about this procedure, ask a Vision Australia staff member. 
Fashionable Eye For The Blind Guy… And Gal

Vision Australia client Dawson Ko has devised an innovative way for people who are blind or have low vision to keep up with the latest fashion trends. Fashionable Eye… is a newsletter that provides fashion articles and tips. The uni student came up with the idea when he was getting to know his girlfriend, Priscilla. “She’d tell me the different changes in fashion and kept me in the loop, and I felt other people could benefit,” he told The Sun Herald. “It’s important as the way you look helps how you project yourself.”

Eight people of different ages and tastes contributed pieces to the newsletter. It’s emailed out to members of the VIP Online Society, an internet forum Dawson formed last year for young people who are blind or have low vision. To join visit www.theviponlinesociety.org or email dawson_ko@hotmail.com  
Support for tertiary students

Australasian Network of Students With Disabilities (ANSWD) is a student organisation that seeks to achieve equality, access and representation of students with disabilities in the tertiary education sector. Its website has an email discussion list, a Frequently Asked Questions section and links. Visit www.answd.org
The University of Melbourne’s Disability Liaison Unit also provides a range of services to students who are blind or vision impaired. For more information visit www.services.unimelb.edu.au/disability 

British stem cell vision trials
Blind mice have had their sight partially restored after researchers from Moorfields Eye Hospital and the Institute of Child Health in London injected precursors of light-sensitive cells taken from three- to five-day-old mice into the eyes of adult mice bred to have photoreceptor loss, the effects of which are similar to retinitis pigmentosa.
In this trial, published in the journal Nature, scientists used cells that were more mature than those previously tested. British scientists believe that human retinal stem cell transplants could occur within a decade, and it might be possible to use cells that are already in the human eye. For more information visit 
www.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,1942772,00.html 

Getting about Sydney’s Inner West 

Inner West Community Transport Inc. is a not-for-profit service funded by the Home and Community Care (HACC) service. It aims to enable people who have a disability or are frail aged to remain independent, offering door-to-door transport for medical and health-related appointments as well as shopping trips. If you live in the Ashfield, Burwood, Canada Bay or Strathfield areas and would like more information, call 
(02) 9745 5800 between 8.00am and 4.00pm.  
Exhibit your work 
An exhibition is proposed for early 2008 to showcase the work of artists who are blind or have low vision. If you are interested call Heather Gourley (Joint Councils Access For All Abilities) on (03) 9209 6723 or Madeleine Popper on (03) 9502 7356. You can also email Madeleine at rjwpopper@optusnet.com.au
Medals galore at the Games
Several Australian athletes who are blind or have low vision excelled at the Far East and South Pacific Games Federation for the Disabled Games held late last year in Malaysia. On the track Queensland’s Courtney Harbeck and Tiffany Norman won gold and silver respectively. Andrew Farrar-Pugh and Matthew Artis of the Australian Capital Territory won bronze in the men’s doubles tenpin bowling B2 class. 
Boost for Queensland cyclists
Cycling Queensland’s Athletes With A Disability Program has received a $27,500 grant from the Queensland Government’s Community Gambling Benefit Fund to purchase four tandem cycles, as well as two hand cycles. The funding will enable Cycling Queensland to increase participation by people who are blind or have low vision. The cycles will be used at Come And Try Cycling Days. For more information about cycling in your area call Alex on (07) 3390 1477.
Voting in the New South Wales election

Vision Australia’s Enfield centre in Sydney will be a polling station for the New South Wales state election on 24 March. CCTVs, magnifiers, special lighting and user-friendly pencils will be available to assist people who are blind or have low vision to cast their votes. The centre will open from 8.00am to 6.00pm. 

The New South Wales Electoral Commission has redesigned its cardboard polling booths. They now include luminous contrast design for better visibility. Ballot boxes will also feature braille signage, indicating whether it is for the Legislative Assembly or Legislative Council. For more information call 1300 13 57 36.
Safer Streets

Blind Citizens Australia has published a self-advocacy document for members titled ‘Safer Streets: A guide to public access advocacy for people who are blind or vision impaired’. The plain text version is on the BCA National Policy page under section 
6, at http://www.bca.org.au/natpol/#Access_Transport_Travel_Built_Enviro 
There is a link on the HTML version to download a large print copy of the document.
Considerate crossings
Four Victorian local councils have received funding to making pedestrian crossings safer for children and people who are aged or have a disability. Yarra, Stonnington, Melbourne and Port Phillip councils are sharing $75,000 from the State Government’s Green Light Project. The project’s goal is to change signal times and phasings at pedestrian crossings to accommodate all members of the community. The councils will also conduct research into audible signals.
Our Access Card recommendations
Vision Australia’s Policy and Advocacy department has responded to the Government's proposal to develop one card to access Government services. We recommended it can be used as a voluntary form of proof of identity and all aspects of the application process must be accessible. The technology developed for accessing information on the card must also be accessible, and the interface for a card holder to manage the information can be accessed by adaptive technology. We also told the Government that the Access Card should have a tactile component, adequate colour contrast, print size and a suitable font for optimum visibility.  
St Lucy’s reunion
Calling all former students of St Lucy’s School for Blind and Partially Sighted in Wahroonga – Linda Tooker is planning a reunion in Sydney at the end of April. If you are interested in attending, call Linda on (02) 9629 4614.
Get behind us at the checkout

Help support Vision Australia next time you do your grocery shopping by signing up for a Community Benefit Card at Ritchies SUPA IGA supermarkets. Simply nominate Vision Australia as your not-for-profit of choice and we will receive one per cent of the amount of your grocery bill. There are also extra discounts for cardholders. Ritchies has 34 stores in Victoria, 14 in NSW and one in Queensland. 

For more information visit www.ritchies.com.au/benefits.html
Community Voices

Based in Sydney’s Harris Park, this group assists people from non-English speaking backgrounds who have a disability to achieve their goals. Members also engage in public speaking, giving school and community groups an understanding of what it’s like to have a disability. To join call Luis Moreno on (02) 9891 6400. 

Vision Australia Lottery 6
Just $30 will put you in the running to win a new Holden Astra, including $2,000 worth of free petrol. Second prize is a $10,000 travel voucher, while third prize is a $2,500 Myer Gift Card. Tickets cost $30 for three (minimum) and extra tickets are $10 each. The lottery will be drawn on Friday 30 March 2007, so be quick.
For a chance to win, call our hotline on 1800 42 20 07.  

We need your art!
If you’d like your artwork to be viewed by thousands of Australians, get in touch. We’re searching for art to feature in our 2008 calendar and on our 2007 Christmas cards. Artists of all ages who are blind or have low vision are welcome to submit work. Simply send a digital or printed photo of your work to Victoria Richardson, Direct Marketing, Vision Australia, PO Box 176, Burwood, NSW 1805 or email to victoria.richardson@visionaustralia.org by April 5. For more information call Fiorella Mei on (03) 9522 5294 or email fiorella.mei@visionaustralia.org

Tune into Vision Australia
For more Vision Australia news, tune to Around Vision Australia. You can hear it in New South Wales on 2RPH on Fridays at 8.00pm, in the Australian Capital Territory on Thursdays at 3.00pm (repeated Sundays at 8.00pm), in Victoria on Wednesdays at 3.00pm (repeated Sundays at 8.00pm) and in Tasmania on Sunday at 8.00pm. 

Vision Australia radio station frequencies:
Melbourne on 1179 AM
Mildura on 107.5 FM
Albury/Wodonga on 101.7 FM
Shepparton on 100.1 FM
Bendigo on 88.7 FM
Geelong on 99.5 FM
Warragul on 93.5 FM
Warrnambool on 94.5 FM
RPH Australia station frequencies:

Hobart on 864 AM

Launceston on 106.9 FM

Canberra on 1125 AM

Sydney on 1224 AM

Equipment News
Equipment Solutions catalogue now online

The Vision Australia Equipment Solutions Catalogue is now available online. You can browse our product range, gather basic product information and download a mail order form to make a purchase. We sell talking watches, board games, big-button telephones and much more. The catalogue also features a New Products section, so you can keep up to date with the latest additions to our range. 
To browse the catalogue visit www.visionaustralia.org.au/catalogue/default.aspx
Win the new, accessible Dr Who DVD set
Thanks to new audio navigation technology, the first fully accessible DVD has been released in Australia. The Dr Who: The Complete Series Two Box Set includes talking menus that enable fans who are blind or have low vision to easily navigate the menus. The six disks also have captioning and audio description on all 13 episodes. The menus also appear in large print. The Dr Who: The Complete Series Two Box Set is available from ABC Shops, ABC Centres, ABC Online (http://shop.abc.net.au) and DVD retailers for RRP $99.95. 
We have two copies of the box set to give away. To be in the running, answer 
this question: Two actors have played the Doctor since 2005 – who are they?
Send your answers via email to emma.turnbull@visionaustralia.org or post to Emma Turnbull, Vision Australia, Corporate Communications, PO Box 176, Burwood, NSW 1805. Entries close 5 April 2007.  
On the Net
Colin Low, Chair of Britain’s Royal National Institute of the Blind (RNIB), is now a non-political party peer. In his maiden speech to Britain’s House of Lords on 21 November 2006, he outlined the difficulties faced by people who are blind or have low vision. To read it visit www.rnib.org.uk/xpedio/groups/public/documents/ publicwebsite/public_lordlowmaidenspeech.hcsp
The BBC’s Ouch! website (www.bbc.co.uk/ouch) is packed with articles, blogs and podcasts that relate to living with a disability. It recently featured a piece by a waitress who is blind and working at a theme restaurant where diners eat in the dark – read it at www.bbc.co.uk/ouch/features/clairej_danslenoir.shtml 
Audio Description Program 
About the service

Audio description is the narration of visual aspects of live theatre performances, tours and videos. Vision Australia’s free service, supported by community groups and volunteers, helps bring entertainment to life for people who are blind or have low vision. It is available in Melbourne, Albury, Geelong, Canberra and Sydney. 


Theatre productions
Our volunteers offer live descriptions of a play’s visual elements through a small radio receiver and single earpiece. Before a play, they provide program details and describe costumes and settings. Throughout the play, descriptions of actions and expressions are transmitted via small radio receivers during gaps in the dialogue. 

The service is available in Victoria at the Princess Theatre, the Regent Theatre, Her Majesty’s Theatre, the Comedy Theatre, The Arts Centre and in Albury and Geelong.

In New South Wales, it is offered in Sydney at the Opera House, the Sydney Theatre and Ensemble Theatre. 

In Canberra, audio description is provided at the Canberra Theatre Centre. 

For more on audio described audio events visit www.visionaustralia/theatre
Book early

As numbers are limited, we suggest you book early and request a radio receiver and earpiece, available for collection 40 minutes before the show. To reserve equipment, leave your name and contact details. We recommend patrons are seated at least 20 minutes before the show to allow time for a technical check and to hear program notes and costume descriptions. Late arrivals can collect their receivers at interval. 
Sydney theatre dates
Workshops for patrons who are blind or have low vision will be available before most Sydney Theatre Company and Ensemble audio described performances. They provide director’s insights as well as a tactile experience of the set, costume and props. They usually start three hours before a show, but check when booking.
To book, call the Sydney Theatre Company box office on (02) 9250 1777 or the Ensemble box office on (02) 9929 0644. For more information about audio described events in Sydney, call Brett Wightman on (02) 9334 3549.

The Season at Sarsaparilla

By Patrick White
Directed by Benedict Andrews 

Where:
Drama Theatre, Sydney Opera House
When:
Saturday 24 March at 2.00pm
Three houses and three backyards; a pregnant wife, a nosy neighbour and a post office boy in love. This powerful comic play led the way for Australian theatre.
Derrida in Love
By Timothy Daly
Where:
Ensemble Theatre, Kirribilli
When:
Saturday 14 April at 5.00pm

Thursday 19 April at 8.15pm

French deconstructionist philosopher Jacques Derrida, domesticity, double-crossing and cross-dressing blend to create a wild ride in this acutely observed comedy. 
Ying Tong: A Walk With The Goons
By Roy Smiles
Where:
Drama Theatre, Sydney Opera House   
When:
Saturday 5 May at 2.00pm
Spike Milligan’s unique vision provides the engine for this inventive comedy.

Canberra theatre dates
To book, or for further information, call Canberra Ticketing on (02) 6275 2700; visit www.canberratheatre.org.au or email access@canberratheatre.org.au
A Local Man
by Bob Ellis and Robin McLachlan
Where:
The Playhouse, Canberra Theatre Centre    
When:
Saturday 10 March at 8.00pm, with a tactile tour at 7.00pm  
At his home in Bathurst, Ben Chifley prepares his Labor Party conference speech. His party recently suffered a defeat at the polls and his health is failing. This intimate performance eavesdrops on Chifley’s thoughts as he looks back on his life.
Othello
Presented by Bell Shakespeare Company
Where:
The Playhouse, Canberra Theatre Centre  
When:
Friday 25 May at 7.30pm, with a tactile tour at 6.30pm.
A talented general, Othello survives in a world that tolerates him only because he is useful. The story of his downfall is more relevant than ever before. 
The Blonde, The Brunette and The Vengeful Redhead
By Robert Hewett
Where:
The Playhouse, Canberra Theatre Centre  
When:
Friday May 25 at 8.00pm, with a tactile tour at 7.00pm  
Everyone has their own story to tell about the day Rhonda Russell went berserk in the mall. Who knows the truth? Jacki Weaver stars in this one-woman tour de force.
Melbourne theatre dates
Tickets to Melbourne events are available through Ease Ticketing. This not-for-profit service, which caters for people with a disability, offers members substantial ticket discounts. Membership is $30. For information, call (03) 9699 8497, TTY (03) 9699 7636 Monday to Thursday, 10.00am to 4.00pm, or visit www.artsaccess.com.au
Tickets can also be booked through the Victorian Arts Centre on (03) 9864 9331 or for State Theatre events, through Ticketmaster on 1300 136 166.
For more information on audio described events in Melbourne, contact Marjorie West on (03) 9864 9331 or marj.west@visionaustralia.org.au
All My Sons 
by Arthur Miller
Where:
Playhouse Theatre, The Arts Centre 

When:
Tuesday 20 March at 6.30pm
Saturday 24 March at 4.00pm, with a tactile tour at 3.00pm

Factory owner Joe Keller and his family struggle to adjust to life after World War II. 

The Ghost Writer 
by Ross Mueller
Where:
The Fairfax Studio, The Arts Centre
When: 
Saturday 31 March at 4.00pm, with a tactile tour at 3.00pm
Tuesday 3 April at 6.30pm
Brihanna can talk, but not write. She leaves that to Claudia, a ghost writer who is set to stir up old ghosts. Warning: Frequent coarse language and adult themes.
Il Trovatore
by Giuseppe Verdi
Where:
The State Theatre, The Arts Centre

When: 
Saturday 28 April at 1.00pm 

An old gypsy and a young woman must betray an all-consuming love or face death.

The History Boys 

by Alan Bennett
Where:
The Playhouse Theatre, The Arts Centre

When: 
Tuesday 1 May at 6.30pm 
Saturday 5 May at 4.00pm, with a tactile tour at 3.00pm
A history teacher has a foolproof way to get eight lads into a good university, but their English teacher is not enthusiastic. Warning: occasional course language.

Rusalka

by Antonin Dvořák
Where:
The State Theatre, The Arts Centre

When: 
Saturday 5 May at 1.00pm 

This opera is best known for the sublime aria Song to the Moon, sung by a water sprite who dreams of winning the heart of a prince. 
Barber of Seville
By Giocchino Rossini 
Where:
The State Theatre, Victorian Arts Centre
When: 
Saturday 12 May at 1.00pm 
Opera Australia sets this match-making masterpiece in a 1930s health spa. 
Audio described tours and attractions

Audio cassettes and CDs featuring narrative information are available at:
Cremorne Point and St Thomas Rest Park History Trail. Call Chris Taylor at North Sydney Council on (02) 9936 8195 for a copy. 

Powerhouse Museum, call (02) 9217 0111. 

Australian Museum, call Wendy Dowers on (02) 9320 6163.

Old Melbourne Gaol, call (02) 9320 6163.
Sport and recreation
New South Wales
Leisurely living on the Northern Beaches

Leisure For Youth And Adults With Disabilities On The Northern Beaches is a 
40-page A5 book with details of sport, recreation and leisure activities for people with disabilities in and around Sydney’s Northern Beaches. To obtain a copy email Marjorie on janzm@warringah.nsw.gov.au or call (02) 9942 2686.
Tango lessons

If you’ve ever wanted to trip the light fantastic, here’s your chance. Vision Australia is hoping to organise tango lessons for clients in the Sydney area. If you’re interested in taking tango lessons call Racquel on (02) 9334 3108 or email racquel.aban@visionaustralia.org
Come And Try Snorkelling Day

Strap on a snorkel and explore underwater at this introduction. This program, which will be held in a pool in the Sydney area in March, will teach you how to use the equipment and become accustomed to snorkelling. All clients are welcome. 
For more information call Racquel on (02) 9334 3108 or email racquel.aban@visionaustralia.org 

Queensland
Bundaberg and Hervey Bay Walking Groups
The Bundaberg Walking Group meets every Wednesday afternoon. Members can be picked up from their homes or arrange to meet in a central location. Walks are conducted along Bargara Beach or the Bundaberg Botanic Gardens. 

The Hervey Bay Walking Group and Social Club meets every Friday in the ANZAC Room at Hervey Bay RSL at 1.00pm for lunch. The club has a free bus service and will pick up and drop off. If you’re not feeling energetic, you can just stop in for a meal and a chat. The 1.5km walk return walk leaves from Enzo's Cafe on the beachfront at 2.15pm and progresses along the beach or the shaded esplanade.  
For more information about these walking groups call Denise on (07) 4127 7273 or 0427 015 656 or email dbudding@rbf.org.au 
Victoria

Karaoke Dance Party

Get down to Melbourne Bowling Club on Friday 25 May and belt out a few tunes at this Joint Councils Access For All Abilities evening. This over-18s event runs from 7pm to 10pm. The club is at 138 Union St, Windsor, adjacent to Windsor Station. You can also catch a No 5 or 79 tram. Tickets are $10 and are available at the door. 
For information call Heather from JCAA on (03) 9209 6723. 
Wine tasting tour 
Support Victoria’s Blind and Vision Impaired Tenpin Bowlers on March 17 while enjoying great company and fine wines. You’ll visit four wineries on this day trip and will lunch at the Healesvile Hotel. Day-trippers will be picked up from Glen Waverley train station at 10.00am and returned between 4.00pm and 5.00pm. Proceeds will go towards the state team and the World Championship squad. The tour costs $30. 
To book call Hazel or Paul on 0412 224 242 or (03) 9561 6331 by 15 March. 
Snorkelling trip to South Molle Island

The Aquability team is planning to finish the snorkelling season with a trip to South Molle Island. Departing 24 March and returning 31 March, the tour costs $1,545, which includes airfares from Melbourne to Hamilton Island, launch transfers, seven nights’ twin-share accommodation and all meals. Airfares can also be arranged from other parts of Australia if you’d like to join the group on South Molle Island.

For more information or to book call Adrian Kellet on (03) 9585 7277 or email adrian@aquability.com.au
Come and try bowls at Rosebud

Roll up to the Village Glen Retirement Village, Rosebud, on Tuesday 3 April to try your hand at lawn bowls. Experienced bowlers are also welcome to brush up on their skills with guidance from Blind Bowls Victoria members. Lunch is included. 
For more information call Di Hayward on (03) 8872 7000
No Falls Exercise Program 

This 15-week accredited program is suitable for clients who are over 50 years of age or who have been experiencing falls. We hope to set up a program at Kooyong possibly on a Tuesday morning and another at Boronia or Mitcham. 
For more information call Di Hayward on (03) 8872 7000.
Get physical in Hawthorn

Clients in the Hawthorn area who want to join a fitness club that specialises in assisting people who are blind or have low vision can try a local gym free of charge. The gym is within walking distance of both Kooyong and Tooronga stations and near Burke Road. For more information call Di Hayward (03) 8872 7000.
Peer support

National
Albinism Fellowship of Australia

The fellowship supports people with albinism throughout the Asia Pacific region. The group organises get-togethers, conferences and produces newsletters. For more information visit www.albinismaustralia.org or call Kim Gillespie on 0425 229 799. 
New South Wales 
NSW PXE Support Group Anniversary Lunch
This group, which supports people who have Pseudoxanthoma Elasticum, will celebrate 10 years on March 10 at Bells Garden, Wahroonga from 11am. All members, their carers and friends are invited. To confirm your attendance, call Dorothy Secomb on (02) 6568 6684 or (02) 4284 9357 or email dorothy@tsn.cc 
The Wollongong Central Vision Impaired Group

This group meets every second Wednesday at the City Diggers RSL Club, 
82 Church Street, Wollongong. The next meeting is on 14 March. For more information call Tony on (02) 4284 7744 or email tonysarkis@tadaust.org.au
Gosford Vision Impaired Support Group
This small group of supportive people with varying degrees of vision meets from 10.00am until noon on the third Tuesday of the month at the Central Coast Leagues Club on Dane Drive, Gosford. To join, call Gordon Taylor on (02) 4382 1512.
St George Area VIP Peer Support Group
This group meets on the last Wednesday of the month at Rockdale RSL, 45 Bay Street, Rockdale, from 10.15am to noon. Morning tea is available. To join call Cliff Jackson at home on (02) 9588 3620 or at Vision Australia Enfield on (02) 9334 3227. 
Queensland

Mossman VIP Support Group

This new group meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Douglas Shire Multi Purpose Health Centre to socialise and discuss issues relating to blindness or low vision. To join call Eileen on (07) 4041 5545. 

Bundaberg VIP Support Group

The group is going on a bus trip to Woodgate Beach on Thursday 15 March. The bus will pick up members from their homes. To take part call Patricia on (07) 4126 8160. 

Sunshine Coast VIP Support Group

The group meets on the first and third Tuesday of the month at Kawana Waters Bowls Club, Maroochydore, from 9.30am to 12.30pm. It also gets together for lawn bowls at Coolum on the first Thursday of each month and Ladies and Gents Day on the second Tuesday of the month. The group also holds a barbecue on the first Saturday of the month at the Kawana Library Annexe from 11.30am to 2.30pm.
For more information call Maureen McAleer on (07) 5479 5128.  
Victoria
OMNI Men’s Group

OMNI, which stands for Older Men, New Ideas, is a social group for men over 50. It meets on the first and third Wednesday of the month from 10.00am to noon at the Vision Australia Cricket Pavilion, 434 Glenferrie Road, Kooyong. For more information call Di Hayward on (03) 8872 7000. 

Singles Social Group
If you are a single adult who is blind or has low vision and would like to join a new social group that will meet every fortnight for coffee, meals, movies and social outings, call Phillip Chalker on 0400 603 367. There will be no joining fee.  
Classifieds
For sale

Aladdin CCTV, monochrome with 14-inch screen. Less than a year old, hardly used. $1,500 or nearest offer. Call Leonie White from Tumbarumba on (02) 6948 2030. 
Aladdin Classic CCTV, about five years old. $1,350. Call Marilyn Banfield in Kings Langley on (02) 9674 2515 or 0410 315 332.
Aladdin Classic AL5A CCTV, 35cm screen, black and white. Bought in 1998, one owner. To sell for $1,500 or nearest offer. Call Ed in Maitland on (02) 4932 1967.
Aladdin Personal Reader with 35cm screen. Bought in 1997, in good condition. Paid $2,750 new, selling for $1,200 or nearest offer. Call Linda Martin in the Liverpool area on 0419 698 465.
Aladdin Rainbow Colour CCTV. Five years old, in good working condition, simple controls and easy to operate. Paid $2,000, selling for $1,500 or nearest offer. Call Jack in Coonabarabran/Canberra on 0413 014 337.
Clearview Bright Colour CCTV, can be interfaced with a computer. Bought new in 2001 for $6,000, selling for $2,500 or nearest offer. Call Bruce Moon in Hornsby on (02) 9987 4486. 

Clearview Star CCTV, black and white, 17-inch screen. About three years old. Selling for $1,700. Call Steve Murphy in Wollongong on (02) 4225 2541. 
Clearview Star 68Z CCTV. Just over a year old, rarely used. Selling for $2,500 or nearest offer. Call Enid Gibson in Peakhurst on (02) 9153 5020. 
Clearview Star CCTV, very good condition, hardly used. Bought late 2003 for $3,395, asking $2,200. Call Max and Von Jones in Berowra on (02) 9456 1227.
DecTalk USB speech synthesiser. Suitable for both DOS and Windows. $750. Email Jack on kwallen7@bigpond.net.au
Electric scooter “ShopRider Deluxe”. Two seats, as new, all features and extras. $8,000 new, selling for $4,000. Call Graham in Maryborough on (03) 5461 1373. 
Eschenbach ELG03 CCTV, black and white. As-new condition, hardly been used. $1,500 or nearest offer. Call Maria Corban in the Coogee area on 0418 643 884. 

Free computer, 1995 model in good working order, to give away. Phone Lily in Sydney on (02) 9371 8336.
HP Intel PC, only two years old. Celeron CPU 2.40GHz, HD40gig, 504mb ram CD burners, 20-inch Synch Master monitor, speakers and new Microsoft keyboard. Programs include XP Home, Office, Publisher, Nero, Roxio, Power DVD plus Zoomtext Series 9. Selling for $300. Call Gwyneth in Melbourne on (03) 5986 4224. 
Insight DSE 1800 CCTV. Two years old, colour. Selling for $2,000 or nearest offer. Call Dorothy Rasmussen in Gosford on (02) 4328 1419.
JAWS for Windows 6.1 screenreading software. Two-disk set, never used. $900 new, to sell for $500 or nearest offer. Call Rosemary Dent on 0407 017 810. 

LSA Lamp in good condition. Two years old with stand, clamp and folding arm. To sell for $50. Call Penny Moore in Port Macquarie on (02) 6582 3665. 
Luxo Magnifier Lamp with light behind the magnifier, long stand and desktop stand. Hardly used, to sell for $80. Free TV screen magnifier, 68cm with slides so a TV can sit on it. Can arrange pick-up from Vision Australia’s Newcastle centre. Recycled cassettes of various lengths – will post out. If you are interested in any of these items call Sue Spliet on (02) 4981 3268 or email sues@cn-newc.com.au
Mountbatten Pro Electric Brailler and MIMic. Features a voice synthesiser for file management and text editing. Excellent condition, hardly used and recently serviced. MIMic has screen for print translation. About $4,700 new. Selling for $2,900 or nearest offer. Call Meg on (02) 4362 3909 or 0408 446 358.
Nokia 7610 mobile phone with Talks Reading installed. Works well, has dictionary, calendar, video, camera and positioner. Best offer. Call Terry on 0416 644 083. 

Seiko talking watch. Chrome with a life-time guarantee. Good condition and in original box. Asking $30. Call June on (02) 9816 2910.
Smartview 3000 Video Magnifier. Purchased in June 2004 for $3,900. Comes with a 21-inch screen and in excellent condition. Asking $1,900 or nearest offer. Training available. Call Keith Blades in eastern Sydney on (02) 9387 3118 or 0419 404 252. 
Smartview 3000 CCTV, colour screen. In new condition and comes with manuals. Paid $3,500 new, to sell for $3,000 or nearest offer. Call Michael in Campbelltown on (02) 4621 1517.
Smartview 3000 Video Magnifier. One-year-old, as new. Training available. To sell for $2,590 or nearest offer. Call Mrs Seaborn in Mosman on (02) 9969 0394. 

Smartview 5000 Video Magnifier. Colour unit with auto focus and up to 59 times magnification. In perfect condition. Bought in 2005 for $5,100, asking $3,500 or nearest offer. Call Valma Grady in the Central Coast area on (02) 4368 2254. 

Vision Auto Reader MR600 CCTV. Only six months old. Worth $7,250, asking $5,400 or nearest offer. Also selling large-button Ventura telephone, still in wrapping, for $20. Can post. Call Matt in Adelaide on (08) 8363 0224. 

Wanted
Colour CCTV in working order. Call Suzanne in Dulwich Hill on (02) 9569 8984.
Voyager CCTV, green screen in working order. Call Len Hogg in Canberra on 
(02) 6258 2510.
Complaints, compliments and suggestions

Did you know you can make a complaint, compliment or suggestion to Vision Australia? You can fill out a form at our website www.visionaustralia.org.au or call us or post to the address below. 
To help us process your feedback please include the following details:

· The nature of your complaint, compliment or suggestion
· Whether you are currently receiving services from us or have received services from us in the past. 

· If you would like Vision Australia to contact you on this topic please ensure you include your name and contact details (daytime telephone number, address or email).

How to contact us:

Phone: 
1300 84 74 66
Email:
info@visionaustralia.org.au 

Website:
www.visionaustralia.org.au 

Post: 
NSW and ACT 
PO Box 176, Burwood, NSW 1805

Victoria 
454 Glenferrie Road, Kooyong, VIC 3144

Queensland 
PO Box 6091, Fairfield Gardens, QLD 4103
Fax: (02) 9747 5993
TTY: (02) 9334 3260
Vision Australia News 
Queensland joins us   

Vision Australia extends a warm welcome to new clients in the Sunshine State following our amalgamation with Royal Blind Foundation Queensland (RBFQ). This move will provide Queenslanders who are blind or vision impaired with a much wider variety of services.
“As a national organisation, Vision Australia is ideally placed to fulfil our vision of a better world. A vision of a world where people who are blind or vision impaired can achieve everything they hope for,” said Vision Australia CEO, Gerard Menses, after members of RBFQ voted to join Vision Australia on 5 December 2006. 
“We are delighted that RBFQ members have united with us in this vision. We are excited to move forward with them to achieve unlimited possibilities for people who are blind or vision impaired.”
In addition to maintaining the range of services now offered in Queensland, Vision Australia will introduce a variety of new programs that are currently available to clients in New South Wales, the Australian Capital Territory and Victoria. 
New programs to be introduced to Queensland include tele-link, a telephone peer support program for clients, and Vision Australia’s Feelix Library, with its book kits specially designed for children who are blind or vision impaired.
Queenslanders can now also become involved in our Client Representative Council, access Vision Australia’s Information Library Service and apply for Further Education Bursary Awards, which provide adaptive technology to students.  
Employer of the Year 

Vision Australia had more cause to celebrate in December, winning the Prime Minister’s National Employer of the Year Award.
The award, which recognises valuable contribution in providing employment opportunities for people with a disability, was accepted by our CEO, Gerard Menses at a Parliament House ceremony. “This award is external recognition of our positive culture of being a living partnership between people who are blind, sighted or have low vision,” he said.
Vision Australia was commended for providing employment opportunities and training programs. We also demonstrated innovation in employing people with a disability.
Travellin’ man

It’s hard to pigeonhole Lorin Nicholson. But when Vision Australia organised a vocational assessment for him 20 years ago, in retrospect the recommendations were not far off the mark. “It helped me to realise what my abilities and talents are,” he says.
Lorin was told he would be suited to sports medicine and psychology, and in a way he’s done both. Having worked as a remedial therapist treating Olympians, Lorin is now a motivational speaker who educates and entertains school children nationwide.  

Like his younger brother and sister, the Tamworth-raised Brisbane resident was born with retinitis pigmentosa. Although blind, nothing stopped Lorin from achieving his goals. With support from Vision Australia, he completed Year 12, went to college 

and pursued his first love – music. 

Lorin became hooked on the guitar at 13, studying a number of different styles. Now a master of the instrument, he has released three acclaimed CDs and was nominated for a Golden Guitar Award at the 2005 Tamworth Country Music Festival. He took part in this year’s festival, just weeks after performing with Anthony Callea at 

Vision Australia’s Carols by Candlelight®.
On moving to Queensland in 2002, Lorin began his travelling school program. The idea came after his father-in-law, Trevor Donaldson, who is a teacher, asked him to speak to his students. “The kids were inspired and really opened up to me,” he recalls. “My message is that you can succeed no matter what challenges you face. It’s all about making Australians more accepting.”
Although the dad of four spends a lot of time on the road, he still uses our Information Library Service and receives equipment advice from us: “I still like to drop in to Vision Australia to catch up with what’s new.”
Anna’s animal studies on course

Anna Briggs has just embarked on her final year of an Animal Science degree at Melbourne University, which has become more manageable since she received a Further Education Bursary Award.
The 21-year-old from Ringwood, Victoria, has been a Vision Australia client since infancy as the result of a condition known as coloboma. As a child, Anna received orientation and mobility training as well as school support. In adulthood, she has used our employment services. 
“Although the course has a lot of practical components, everyone I know was really encouraging when I chose to do it,” Anna says.  

The bursary paid for Anna’s CCTV and laptop. The 2007 Further Education Bursary Award winners will be announced in March.
What a life!

Adrienne Howley is unstoppable. In her 82 years she has encountered many obstacles, but has refused to let any of them deter her. For example, when she began to lose her vision a decade ago she decided it was time to finish her Arts degree at the University of Newcastle. 
“I was going to the uni library to do research for a book. Then I thought ‘If you can get in there, why not finish’. I attended every lecture,” she says. “I had to really apply myself. The adaptive technology staff helped, but it was hard work.”

Adrienne graduated in 2005, more than 20 years after beginning her degree at the University of Queensland. By this time she was no stranger to learning, having travelled to India, Nepal and Thailand to study Buddhism. Ordained by the Dalai Lama 25 years ago, she is now the most senior Buddhist monk in Australia, and her books on the subject have been translated into five languages.
As a young woman, Adrienne was a nursing orderly in the army, then a civilian nurse. In her forties she was diagnosed with cancer. Her response was to board a cutter and sail the world for four years, working all the way.
Now living in Lorn, New South Wales, Adrienne is a Vision Australia Newcastle client and a member of our Regional Client Committee. “When I realised I needed help I went to Vision Australia. It’s opened up a new life for me.” 
 She is currently working on her autobiography, which follows a booklet on vision loss, Now You See It, Now You Don’t. “Everyone’s story about how they lost their sight is different, so I put in my experience plus that of others,” she says. “I kept it as light as possible to show that life goes on.”
Harrison leaps ahead

Harrison Hillman-Byrne is among the thousands of children who recently started school: the difference is he advanced straight into Grade 1 after completing a transitional term last year. Yet for this six-year-old from Mittagong, New South Wales, the path hasn’t been straightforward. He is blind in his right eye and only has 10 per cent vision in his left eye due to retinitis pigmentosa.  
Harrison has received years of support from Vision Australia and Mittagong Preschool, which we recognised with a 2006 Making A Difference Award. Our Wollongong staff helped develop his tactile and braille skills at the preschool and will monitor his school progress.
“With such support he’ll continue to develop and grow,” says his mother, Sarah. “Everyone who meets him looks forward to seeing what he’ll do down the track.”
The Toongabbie trailblazer

He’s run the New York Marathon and climbed Mount Kilimanjaro; now Charlie McConnell can add trekking the Kokoda Trail to his list of achievements. Charlie, who is blind, completed the epic walk late in 2006 with his friend Ellis Janks. 
“This walk has it all,” Charlie says. “There’s running water, which I love as you know you’re getting somewhere when you hear a creek up ahead. At night there are the sounds of the jungle – birds, wild dogs. Then there are the smells of the earth and the feel as you go along and kick it up and there’s the interaction with others on the trail. Their expectations and admiration help you go on.” 
Charlie and Ellis created a series of calls to assist with the guiding process. For example, if a tree that was shin-high and angled left to right was over the path, Ellis would call “step over, shin left”. 

The trek was a deeply moving experience for Charlie: “On the third day we reached territory where there were war relics. It made you think ‘hang on, I thought I was doing it tough but I’m not carrying a heavy pack and a rifle’.”
 
Having acquired computer skills at Vision Australia’s Enfield centre and attained a TAFE Teleservice II Certificate, Charlie is working in an Australia Post call centre. And he believes the lessons of Kokoda can be applied to daily life: “There are four words on the memorial on the track – courage, endurance, sacrifice and mateship. They sum up the Kokoda experience. Even at work the same thing applies.”

Visit www.visionaustralia.org.au and click on ‘Our Stories’ to read more about Charlie.
In the driver’s seat  

Ernie Drew of Lara, Victoria, is well known in the local car community for his restoration work. But unlike his fellow Geelong Corvette Club members, the 55-year-old can’t drive his masterpieces. Diagnosed with retinitis pigmentosa at 13, he turned in his licence 20 years ago when his sight deteriorated. 
Before restoring cars, Ernie worked as a carpenter, ran a mixed business and owned boarding kennels. He also spent four years working as a volunteer computer trainer at our Prahran centre. 
“It’s tactile work. I always liked doing things with my hands and I realised life wouldn’t stop because I’m vision impaired,” Ernie says. He has helped to build and landscape his home, using aids from Vision Australia such as a talking spirit level and measuring tape.
Now the owner of an ’85 Corvette, Ernie will take part in the annual In The Driver’s Seat Day at Sandown Motor Circuit on March 25. This day enables people who are blind to drive a dual-control car under the supervision of an instructor.   
Pioneer honoured

Congratulations to Enfield volunteer Cliff Jackson who received the inaugural Vision Australia Client Service Award at our Annual General Meeting.
Cliff, who is vision impaired, has donated his time to Vision Australia for 10 years. He is a strong believer in peer support, forming the first Vision Impaired Persons support group in St George, New South Wales, nine years ago. He has since helped to start 22 groups around Sydney, with a combined membership in excess of 420 people.

Cliff also volunteers for Vision Australia’s Speakers Network, visiting aged care facilities and community groups to talk about our work. 
The Client Service Award recipient is chosen by Vision Australia’s Client Representative Council.
An easier way to give

If you appreciate Vision Australia’s work, why not become a regular donor. You can choose to give a gift of a nominated amount on a monthly basis either by credit card or direct debit. It’s a convenient way of giving as it saves you time and cuts down Vision Australia’s administration costs, allowing us to direct more funds into vital employment, orientation and mobility, library and children’s services.  

And as a regular giver you will receive an annual receipt at the end of the financial year. All donations are tax-deductible. To sign up visit www.visionaustralia.org.au and use our secure online payment page or call 1300 84 74 66.
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