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Welcome Message from Reader Services

Seasons Greetings from everyone at the Library. We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

We hope you enjoy our selection of new books and look forward to bringing you many more in 2009!
New Books

“Capricornia” by Xavier Herbert.
Format: DAISY (AU 113706).
Narrator: Jennifer Vuletic.
Subject Interest Codes: Twentieth Century Literature; and Australian Fiction.
Summary: A fictional account of life in 'Capricornia', a place clearly modelled specifically on Australia's Northern Territory, and to a lesser degree on tropical Australia in general, (i.e. anywhere north of the Tropic of Capricorn) in the early twentieth century. First published to controversy and acclaim in 1938, Xavier Herbert's first novel brings to life a cast of memorable characters in an epic spanning fifty years. Above all, however, this is a novel of protest, and of compassion for the original inhabitants of Australia's 'last frontier'. Sprawling, explosive, thronged with characters, plots and sub-plots. It is still widely regarded as a 'turning point' and an 'outstanding work of social protest' and its message is as penetrating today as it was in the 1930's when Herbert himself was official 'Protector of Aborigines' at Darwin.
“Burnt Sunshine” by Estelle Pinney.
Format: DAISY (AU 113845).


Narrator: Catherine Jennings.

Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction; and Family Stories.

Summary: Sydney, 1930, and Greta Osborne is a burgeoning stage star on the verge of joining the famous Palace Theatre in New York. But meeting British naval officer Andrew Flight at a New Year's Eve party changes everything. Falling in love at first sight, Greta waives aside any thoughts of sailing to New York and Andrew jumps ship. The pair flee to the tobacco town of Yunnabilla in Far North Queensland, where their relationship is viewed by the locals with pursed lips and raised eyebrows. The Great Depression brings added hardships, and circumstances push the couple further north to a remote island in Papua New Guinea where they face unexpected challenges.
“Entanglement” by Michael Brooks.
Format: DAISY (113846).
Narrator: Jim Daley.
Subject Interest Codes: Adventure Fiction; Political Fiction.
Summary: For Nathaniel Virgo, a maverick journalist at the London Herald, covering the science beat is meant to be a break from the action.  But the minute a frightened researcher furtively hands him a sealed envelope, that break is over.  Learning that the scientist was brutally murdered minutes after their meeting, Virgo starts to dig.  He discovers that a quantum computer - a machine that can crack any secret code in a matter of minutes - may not only exist, but could already be in criminal hands.  Now he has a choice: he can chase the story or hand the envelope over to the authorities.  When Virgo's family is threatened, he knows he's in over his head.  But just who he can trust becomes ever more unclear as he uncovers a trail of corruption that could lead all the way to the halls of American power.
“Things without a Name” by Joanne Fedler.
Format: DAISY (AU 114396).
Narrator: Rebecca Macauley.
Subject Interest Codes: Modern Women’s Fiction; Perceptive Fiction.
Summary: Faith isn't so different from most women her age. She's thirty-two, single, has the requisite dysfunctional family, an even more dysfunctional best friend, a busy and challenging job, and in her weaker moments dreams of perhaps some day meeting a man that will ignite her senses and take her away from all this. The trouble is, while she aches to see the good in the world, Faith is constantly confronted by the bad. After having heard one too many love-gone-wrong stories and being left feeling helpless in the aftermath of yet another woman fleeing yet another violent man, Faith, a legal counsellor in a women's crisis centre, has just about given up. Not just on the big ideas like hope, love and trust, but even on the chance of getting a decent haircut or meeting an ordinary, non-psychotic, bloke. One night a twist of fate finds Faith wringing out years of unshed tears in a suburban veterinary clinic. It is a night that will slowly change the way Faith sees herself and that will allow her to finally understand what she has always needed to know: that before you can save others you have to save yourself.
“Kevin Rudd: the Biography” by Robert Macklin. 

Format: DAISY (AU 113742).
Narrator: James Wright.

Subject Interest Codes: Biography; Biography – Politicians and Statesmen.
Summary: When Kevin Rudd became Leader of the Opposition in December 2006, dramatically ousting Kim Beazley, few Australians knew who he was. Eleven months later - and even more dramatically - he ousted John Howard to become Prime Minister of Australia, in the biggest electoral swing since 1975. Hawke, Keating, Howard - none of them attracted as many voters as quickly as Rudd. But who is Kevin Rudd? We know the soundbites - a sometimes rough childhood in Queensland, a diplomatic career in Beijing, and extremely successful wife - but how well do we know the man who now runs the country? What did his time as a bureaucrat in the Queensland government reveal about him? How influential a role does his religion play in his life? Who are the people most significant to him? In short, what sort of Prime Minister will he be? Analysing the public and private record, Macklin reveals the man away from the spotlight.

Readers’ Reviews
Off the Returns Trolley…
“The Spare Room by Helen Garner.
Formats: DAISY (AU 113699), Braille (AU 115090).
Winner: Victorian Premier's Literary Award, Vance Palmer Prize for Fiction, 2008.

Narrator: Deidre Rubenstein.
Subject Interest Codes:  Twenty-First Century Literature, Australian Fiction, and Perceptive Fiction.

Summary: Helen lovingly prepares her spare room for her friend Nicola. She is coming to visit for three weeks, to receive treatment she believes will cure her cancer. From the moment Nicola staggers off the plane, gaunt and hoarse but still somehow grand, Helen becomes her nurse, her guardian angel and her stony judge. 

Reader comments: “I loved this book.” 
“The Enemy Within” by Paul Adam.
Formats: DAISY (AU 104656), Braille (AU 74271).
Narrator: Daniel Philpott.

Subject Interest Codes: Detective and Mystery Fiction, and Suspense Fiction.
Summary: A respected modern historian with a secure job at a red-brick university, father of two in a happy marriage, Tom leads a content and fulfilled life. Then he is arrested. Charged with down-loading child pornography. He is suspended from his post and his wife cannot look him in the eye. He knows he is innocent, but even when he proves he was fifty miles away from his computer when the images were down-loaded he realises he has to find out who set him up before anyone will believe him. But first he has to work out why anyone would want to ruin him. What could he know or do which could be such a threat that someone would manipulate the legal system against him at the highest level? 

Reader comments: “A great story – very exciting and almost scary at times.” 
“The Gallows Thief” by Bernard Cornwell.
Format: DAISY (AU 103476).
Narrator: Sean Barrett.

Subject Interest Codes: Detective and Mystery Fiction and Historical Fiction. 
Summary: A man in Newgate had been found guilty of murdering the aristocrat whose portrait he was painting. Captain Hawkes is given the job of investigating, but when his first steps produce a sizeable bribe to look the other way, it arouses his smouldering anger over the condition of England.

Reader comments: “Excellent! Good Story! Thanks.”
“A Deeper Shade Of Blue” by Paul Johnston.
Format: Tape (AU 85191).
Narrator: Geoffrey Amis.

Subject Interest Code: Detective and Mystery Fiction.

Summary: The idyllic Greek island of Trigono harbours many secrets. Its labyrinth of caves, containing priceless ancient figures, gave sanctuary to tragic lovers during the Second World War. Now they are the backdrop to acts of chilling depravity. American tourist Rosa Ozal has disappeared and half-Greek, half-Scots investigator Alex Mavros is hired to trace her. In a race to stop a terrible crime being repeated, Mavros must break through Trigono's whitewashed walls of silence to uncover the deadly consequences of a feud that has plagued the island for generations.

Reader comments: “Very, Very, Very Good! Thanks” 

“Strangers On the Ophir” by Tom Ronan.
Formats: DAISY (AU 98739), Tape (AU 98739).
Narrator: Andrew Windsor.

Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction, Adventure Fiction, and Historical Fiction.
Summary: A story of adventure and romance in the pioneering days of back-country Queensland, and in particular of a dedicated policeman, a hunted murderer and a bunch of horse-thieves, gamblers and cattle-duffers.

Reader comments: “an enjoyable story with some great characters and good description of the bush and lack of water” 
Writers who write like…

      If you like
PATRICK O’BRIAN 
(Sea stories)
you may also enjoy these authors in our collection:


C. S. Forester; Alexander Kent; Philip McCutchan; Herman Melville; 
Dudley Pope; Douglas Reeman; Richard Woodman.

In the News

The recent cinema release of ‘Australia’ starring Hugh Jackman and Nicole Kidman also stars the magnificent scenery of Darwin and Outback Australia. It has been hoped that the film will encourage tourism to these areas.

As it is the holiday season, we thought we would highlight some of the outback books in our collection to further whet the Australian travel appetite….

“Down Under In The Top End: Penelope Heads North” by Tim Bowden.
Format: DAISY (AU113697).
Narrator: Tony Porter.
Subject Interest Codes: Australia Non-Fiction, and Travel and Culture.
Subject: Tim Bowden loves a good yarn. He also loves travelling with his wife Ros, their four-wheel-drive and camping trailer, and setting up camp under bush skies. In Down under in the top end he combines all three to take us on one of the world's great road trips, from Australia's east coast to the Top End and into the heart of the outback. And all along the way, he introduces us to characters only the outback could throw up, fellow travellers, and extraordinary tales of exploration and unexpected immigration.

“Around Australia The Hard Way” by Jack Bowers.
Formats: DAISY (AU 105681), Tape (AU 63668).
Narrator: Paul Karo.

Subject Interest Codes: Adventure Non-Fiction, Australian History, Biography – Australian, and Travel and Culture.
Subject: A true adventure story about two young men from Sydney, who, in 1929, decided to take a holiday and ride right around Australia on a motorcycle. This had never been done before and travelling in the outback in those days was often hard and hazardous. The journey took seven weeks and covered 15,000 km. The journey was fraught with hardship and danger but they survived through determination and resourcefulness.

“A Sense Of The World : How a Blind Man Became History's Greatest Traveller” by Jason Roberts.
Format: DAISY (AU 108040).
Subject Interest Codes: Biography, Biography – Blind, and Travel and Culture.
Narrator: Paul Barrett.

Summary: He was known simply as the Blind Traveller, a solitary, sightless adventurer who fought the slave trade in Africa, survived frozen captivity in Siberia, hunted rogue elephants in Ceylon, and helped chart the Australian outback. James Holman, a retired naval officer, contracted blindness during the Napoleonic Wars yet went on to travel across the known world during the Age of Exploration.

“Thumbs-up Australia: Hitchhiking The Outback” by Tom Parry.
Format: DAISY (AU 113120).
Subject Interest Codes: Travel and Culture, and Adventure Non-Fiction.
Narrator: Pat Courtenay.

Summary: In this amusing and offbeat travel guide an English hitchhiker and his reluctant French girlfriend search for the real Australia. Hitching lifts with the desert's dodgiest drivers and taking breaks in the roughest roadhouses, their 8,000 mile adventure takes them across and around the Outback.
“The Interloper” by Noni Braham Durack.

Formats: DAISY (AU 96301), Tape (AU 80088).
Narrator: Natalie Bate.

Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction, Perceptive Fiction, and Twentieth Century Literature.
Summary: When Margaret Kennedy marries the taciturn, ruthless-looking manager of an outback cattle-station, it is partly to escape the monotonous sophistication of city life. But feeling hopelessly isolated, Margaret slowly drifts away from her unyielding husband, which results in a series of violent crises, bringing their relationship to a head.

“Cattle Rancher, Convenient Wife” by Margaret Way.
Formats: DAISY (AU 104566), Braille (AU 107736).
Subject Interest Codes: Light Romance Fiction, and Romance Fiction.
Narrator: Sharon Lampert.

Summary: Cattle rancher Rory Compton isn't looking for love - but he is looking for a wife. He wants a partner who will settle down with him in the Outback, a practical, down-to- earth woman who won't be seduced by the bright lights of the city. Glamorous fashion editor Allegra Sanders doesn't seem to fit Rory's criteria at all. With all her model looks he can't trust that her growing attraction to him is for real. But that doesn't seem to stop Rory thinking about her - every minute of every day!

“The Landscape of Desire” by Kevin Rabalais.
Format: DAISY (AU 113124).
Narrator: Paul English.

Subjects Interest Codes: Australian Fiction, Biographical Fiction, and Historical Fiction.
Subject: Several months have passed since the legendary explorers Burke and Wills disappeared into the desert and their whereabouts remain a mystery. Now, a search party has assembled to rescue them. Meanwhile, two other men are wandering lost in the outback: one on the verge of reaching safety; the other, broken and trapped at the heart of the continent with an Aboriginal tribe as his only hope of survival. And back in the city an actress, star of the stage in Melbourne and Sydney, longs for the return of Burke and Wills for personal reasons that will only gradually become apparent.

“Yancannia Creek” by Mary Turner Shaw.
Formats: DAISY (AU 94169), Braille (AU 9547).
Narrator: Marion Cumming.

Subject Interest Codes: Australia Non-Fiction, Biography, Biography – Australian, Country Life Non-Fiction, and History.
Summary: The story of a million-acre sheep station developed by the author's forebears. It is also the story of vast stretches of Australia's outback: gold rushes, Darling river steamers, shearers' strikes, cattle barons, stock routes and their shanty hotels.
Theme of the Issue 

“Christmas”

“Cat Tales For Christmas” edited by Mark Bryant.
Format: DAISY (AU 110570).
Narrator: multiple narrators.

Subject Interest Codes: Animal Stories, and Short Stories.
Summary: Subtle cats, stubborn cats, wicked cats, knowing cats, cats slinking, purring, pouncing, cats solitary and sociable, scruffy and sublime, all are here. From the English home counties to the streets of New York, writers as diverse as Ellis Peters, Damon Runyon, Italo Calvino and Roald Dahl spin stories by turns cosy and macabre, sentimental and strange. Between them they offer a collection that captures the essence of feline charm and, like every cat, is a source of surprise and delight.

 “A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens.
Formats: DAISY (AU 102872), Tape (AU 67986), Braille (AU 78076).
Narrator: Maurice Turner.

Subject Interest Code: Classic Fiction.
Tasmanian Premier's Reading Challenge.
Summary: In October 1843, Dickens decided to write a story that would not only celebrate Christmas but alert people to the desperate needs of England's poor. 'A Christmas Carol' was the result. With the character of Scrooge, Dickens gives us one of his most delightful grotesques, in a story that is a perfect blend of comedy and horror, and which continues to haunt our houses at Christmas time.

“Christmas Holiday” by W Somerset Maugham.
Format: DAISY (AU 109279).
Narrator: Christopher Oxford.

Subject Interest Codes: Historical Fiction, and Twentieth Century Literature.
Summary: Christmas Holiday was published some months before the outbreak of war in 1939. Maugham's purpose was to describe the opening of a young Englishman's eyes to the horror and ugly drama of life in the Paris underworld.

“Crime at Christmas” by C H B Kitchin.
Format: DAISY (AU 110794).
Narrator: Brian Perkins.

Subject Interest Code: Detective and Mystery Fiction.
Summary: The festivities at a large Hampstead residence are shattered by the murder of one of the invited. Stockbroker sleuth Malcolm Warren is the spectator in an increasingly complex human drama as he steers police towards an unlikely solution.

“Singin' and Swingin' and Gettin' Merry Like Christmas” by Maya Angelou. 

Format: DAISY (AU 96830).
Narrator: Maxine Howe.

Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography, and Biography – Writers.
Summary: At 21 Maya Angelou is working in a record store to support the twin loves of her life: her music and her son. She is on the edge of new worlds - marriage and show business. There are setbacks and disappointments, but energy and a profound confidence in her ability to survive keep Maya on top.
Books for Blokes 
Featured author: Alexander Kent.
“Signal, close action!”. Sequel to: “The Flag Captain”. Followed by: “The Inshore Squadron”.

Format: DAISY (AU103935).
Narrator: Peter Gray.

Subject Interest Codes: Adventure Fiction, Sea Stories and War Fiction. 
Summary: In 1798 there are rumours of a massive French Armada armed with the latest type of artillery. Bolitho, commodore of a small squadron, has orders to seek out the enemy and discover his intentions.

“The inshore squadron”. Sequel to: “Signal, Close Action!”. Followed by: “A Tradition of Victory”.

Format: DAISY (AU103944).
Narrator: Christopher Oxford.

Subject Interest Codes: Adventure Fiction, Sea Stories, Historical Fiction and War Fiction.

Summary: Copenhagen, 1800. After seven years of cruel war against France, Britain's long standing ally, Denmark, suddenly poses a threat. The scene of battle shifts abruptly from Europe to the Baltic where the British Navy encounters the bitter hardship of blockade duty. Richard Bolitho, recently appointed rear admiral, is in charge of his first squadron, and is thrown immediately into a fierce and bloody struggle with the enemy. The outcome of the crucial Battle of Copenhagen is in Bolitho's hands.

“A tradition of victory”. Sequel to: “Inshore Squadron”. Followed by: “Success to the Brave”.

Format: DAISY (AU103839).
Narrator: Malcolm Ruthven.

Subject Interest Codes: Adventure Fiction, Historical Fiction, War Fiction and Sea Stories.

Summary: In 1801 Rear-Admiral Richard Bolitho comes to marry Belinda, but Admiral Beauchamp needs him at sea to show the British that peace with the French is only an interlude. So Bolitho sets sail without even a farewell to Belinda.

Get Online!

Science Resource Centre & MP3 files.
Great news for fans of the magazine “New Scientist”. You can now download the articles you want as MP3 files. For those of you still learning about computers, this means that you can listen to the articles being read either on your computer or you can download the files on to a hand held device. Want to try it?  

Just go to the Vision Australia website, click on the library link, click on Information Services and then on the link to online databases.  The database holding the magazine is the Science Resource Centre. Do a publication search for “New Scientist” and select the issue you want to read. You need to choose an article and then click on the Download MP3 button.  There is also a ReadSpeaker Help button.  If more assistance is required then feel free to contact the library for help.

Excited by this?  Why not try other publications offered by this database?  All now offer audio files so have a browse and see what you can find. Remember, you will need a user name and password to access this resource. If you have not already been allocated a username and password please contact the library.
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