PAGE  
          5
Read This


[image: image1.jpg]¢ * vision
oo australia

blindness and low vision services





Vision Australia logo 

13th July 2009
Volume 2 Issue 5
Vision Australia Information and Library Service
454 Glenferrie Road Kooyong, VIC, 3144
Phone 1300 654 656  Fax 03 9864 9677
Email library@visionaustralia.org
Visway www.visway.org.au
If you would like to receive any of the titles listed, or receive this Newsletter on a regular basis (6 weekly), please contact Reader Services on 1300 654 656.
Inside this issue…
Welcome Message
1

Readers’ Reviews
2
Theme of the Issue 
3
Books for Blokes
4
Message from the Acquisitions Librarian
5
Writers who write like…
5
Welcome Message from Reader Services

Diabetes.

This issue we feature books on diabetes, to mark National Diabetes Week – 12-18 July.  We hope you find them informative. You may also be interested in viewing the associated website.
National Diabetes Week aims to raise awareness about diabetes, which can lead to vision impairment. The campaign highlights the risk factors for type 2 diabetes, and how it can be prevented. Visit http://www.diabetesaustralia.com.au/
Burn on Demand mailers. 

The library recently began issuing Burn on Demand Daisy discs in a new yellow cardboard disc mailer, which can be reused to return the book to the library. If you have any questions about the mailer, please contact the library on 1300 654 656.
Readers’ Reviews

Off the Returns Trolley…

“The Memoirs of Madame Tussaud” by Marie Tussaud. 
Format: DAISY (AU 111395).
Narrator: Jane Lapotaire.
Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography, and Biography – Arts.
Summary: In her memoirs of 1838, Madame Marie Tussaud recounts how she was forced to take wax impressions of the newly severed heads of her royal friends Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette. Then with her head shaved she awaited her own execution, with the beautiful Josephine Beauharnais, Empress of France. Fortunate to survive, she travelled to England with her collection of macabre wax casts, and established the "Baker Street Bazaar", and so creating the waxworks museum that has made her name immortal.

“A Most Contagious Game” by Catherine Aird.
Format: DAISY (AU 94645).
Narrator: Jon Cartwright.
Subject Interest Code: Detective and Mystery Fiction.
Summary: When Thomas Harding retired to Easterbrook Manor, he soon found it held more than the house agents advertised. It was also clear that Easterbrook, so calm on the outside, had more than one skeleton in its parish cupboard. What for instance was the guilty secret the village seemed to share with the old Barbar family and what connection could this have with the work of an Elizabethan craftsman? Harding found himself helping solve two crimes, one recent, the other over a century old; only when all the answers were found could the skeletons be laid to rest.

“Kill The Tiger : the Truth About Operation Rimau” by Peter Thompson and Robert Macklin.
Formats: DAISY (AU 107716), Tape (AU 85093), Braille (AU 85652).
Narrator: Gary Files.
Subject Interest Codes:  War Non-Fiction, History, and Australian History.
Summary: In 1943 Captain Ivan Lyon of the Gordon Highlanders and Bill Reynolds an Australian civilian, devised a dangerous plan for a raid on Japanese shipping in Singapore Harbour using a team of Australian and British commandos with canoes and limpet mines. This text presents a vivid, personalized account of Operation Rimau, from its early beginnings to its tragic conclusion.
“The Commonwealth of Thieves” by Thomas Keneally. 

Formats: DAISY (AU 95956), Tape (AU 97034), Braille (AU 98689).

Narrator: Gary Down.

Subject Interest Codes: History, Australian History, Sociology, and Australia Non-Fiction.

Summary: In 1787, Britain banished its unwanted citizens - uneducated petty thieves, streetwalkers, orphan chimneysweeps, and dashing highwaymen - to the fringes of the known world.  So remote was Botany Bay - the destination to which the overcrowded, disease-ridden ships were bound - that only one European expedition had ever before anchored there.  Yet the rejects of Britain, accompanied only by a flimsy complement of soldiers, marines and officers, were expected to start a settlement and flourish.  It was an audacious social experiment, unparalleled before or since.  To the indigenous inhabitants, the white men came as ghosts through cracks in the cosmos, rudely seizing the bounty of land and sea.  On the swampy shores of Botany Bay, and by the sandstone coves of Sydney Harbour, the clash of civilisations was inevitable, intense and often tragic.

“Anything But : An Autobiography” by Richie Benaud.
Format: DAISY (AU 94911).

Narrator: Nigel Graham.

Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography, Biography – Sports, and Biography – Australian.
Summary: The story of cricketer Richie Benaud, covering his days in depression-ridden Australia, his leadership of the Aussie team and his life as a commentator. It looks into sporting politics, how the administrators affect the game and players, and the media wheeling and dealing behind the scenes.

Theme of the Issue – Diabetes
12-18 July marks National Diabetes Week. In this issue we feature books on diabetes.
“The new glucose revolution : people with diabetes” by Jennie Brand-Miller, Kaye Foster-Powell and Stephen Caligiuri.
Formats: DAISY (AU 98665), Braille (AU 91420).

Narrator: Madeline Lynch.

Subject Interest Codes: Health Care and Cookery.

Summary: The glycemic index (GI) is a tool that could revolutionize the way people view what foods, especially carbohydrates, they eat. This book dispels the common myths about sugar and explains what you need to know to control blood glucose, weight loss, dental caries, children's behaviour and mental performance. It also contains the GI and GL tables.

“The new glucose revolution : complete guide to GI values”  by Jennie Brand-Miller, Kaye Foster-Powell, and Susanna Holt.
Format: DAISY (AU 98668).
Narrator: Madeleine Lynch.

Subject Interest Code: Health Care.
Summary: The glycemic index (GI) is a tool that could revolutionize the way people view what foods, especially carbohydrates, they eat. This practical guide discusses how the carbohydrate in different foods affects blood glucose levels that influence diabetes, heart health, weight control and general wellbeing. This book contains two GI food pyramids and GI values. 

“The new glucose revolution : childhood diabetes” by Jennie Brand-Miller, Kaye Foster-Powell and Heather Gilbertson.
Format: DAISY (AU 98666).

Narrator: Madeleine Lynch.

Subject Interest Codes: Health Care, Cookery and Pediatrics and Parenting.

Summary: The glycemic index (GI) is a tool that could revolutionize the way people view what foods, especially carbohydrates, they eat. From infancy to teenage years this guide provides practical ways to incorporate a low GI diet into a child's life. It also contains the GI and GL tables.

“Coping with diabetes” by the Australian College of Recorded Education.
Format: Tape (AU 67541).
Narrator: Stuart Wagstaff.

Subject Interest Code: Health Care.
Summary: A discussion about the nature and treatment of diabetes. It deals with controlling the disease through diet and exercise, and covers urine tests, hypoglycaemia, diabetic sickness and dangers of injections.

“Sweet and sour : a diabetic life” by Peter Corris.
Format: Tape (AU 72087).
Narrator: Peter Hosking.

Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography, Biography – Australian and Biography – Writers.

Summary: Fear, shame, resentment, acceptance: the author experienced a range of emotions while learning to live with and manage his diabetes. He acknowledges the potentially fatal consequences of his denial and ignorance and takes the positive and pragmatic view that the disease is 'a nuisance and a challenge, but nothing to be ashamed of'.

“Karen's roller-coaster ride: a journal of living with type 1 diabetes” by Karen Nelson and Shanne Kast.
Formats: DAISY (AU 96132), Tape (AU 97737).
Narrator: Kellie Jones.

Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography, Biography – Medical, Health Care and Psychology.

Summary: Karen's Roller-Coaster Ride is based on Karen's personal journals which so vividly detail her life with diabetes and the added complications of an eating disorder.  The book incorporates Shanne's knowledge and experience as a diabetes educator and her invaluable advice.  

Books for Blokes

“Bluebeard” by Kurt Vonnegut. 
Format: DAISY (AU 111634).

Narrator: Garrick Hagon.

Subject interest codes: Philosophical Fiction and Twentieth Century Literature.

Summary: In his author's note, Vonnegut assures us that these memoirs of a one-eyed Armenian form a hoax autobiography and should not be taken as "a responsible history of the Abstract Expressionist school of painting. It is a history of nothing but my own idiosyncratic responses to this or that." Much of the "this or that" are the grotesque prices paid for such works this century and the mudpies of art.

“The master and Margarita” by Mikhail Bulgakov. 

Format: DAISY (AU 110651).

Narrator: Steve Hodson.

Subject interest codes: Political Fiction and Satire.

Summary: The devil with his retinue, a poet incarcerated in a mental institution for speaking the truth, and a recreation of the story of Pontius Pilate, constitute the elements out of which Mikhail Bulgakov wove this book. Long suppressed in its native land, it provides us with the essence of the voice of dissent.

“The stand” by Stephen King. 

Format: DAISY (AU 95323).

Subject interest codes: Horror and Science Fiction.

Narrator: Garrick Hagon.

Summary: When a man crashes his car into a petrol station, he brings with him the foul corpses of his wife and daughter. He dies and it doesn't take long for the plague which killed him to spread across America and the world. Civilisation has been devastated, but some survivors emerge, immune. Then come the dreams. Dark dreams that warn of the coming of the Dark Man. It is the time of the Apocalypse, of the last titanic struggle between good and evil for the mastery of the world.

Message from the Acquisitions Librarian

New Suggestions Process

Want a DAISY or Braille book from the library, but can’t find exactly what you’re looking for? Why not let us know? 

In response to client feedback, the Library recently implemented a new system, enabling clients to suggest titles for the library collection.  

Clients with access to email can send their suggestions directly to Collection Services at the email address: booksuggestions@visionaustralia.org, whilst clients without email can ask Reader Services staff to email their suggestion on their behalf.  There will also be a direct link on the library’s Visway catalogue.

If you wish to lodge a suggestion with the library, there are three essential pieces of information that the library requires in order to proceed.  They are: 

· A specific title is required - “any books by” is not sufficient.

· The author.
· The format you wish to receive (Daisy or Braille).
If you’re having trouble identifying the author or specific title you would like to receive, feel free to ring the Reader Services team on 1300 654 656, who will be happy to look it up for you.

All suggestions will be processed within 7 working days, either by email or a follow-up call if requested. If the library is able to acquire the title you have suggested, a reserve will be placed on your record so that you receive a copy as soon as the title becomes available.  

Best wishes and happy reading

Siobhan Dennis

Acquisitions Librarian

Writers who write like…

MARGARET ATWOOD

Gail Godwin; Alice Hoffman; Barbara Kingsolver; 
Jacquelyn Mitchard; Alice Munro; Joyce Carol Oates; Jodi Picoult; 
Annie Proulx; Carol Shields; Anita Shreve; Amy Tan; Anne Tyler; Alice Walker. 
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