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Welcome Message from Reader Services

The Library staff would like to thank all our borrowers who have sent cards and expressed their sympathy for the victims of the recent bushfires and floods. Your well wishes were very much appreciated.  

We hope you find some exciting reading material in this issue of “Read This”!
Correction to last month’s Brain Teaser – 
The Answer to Q5 should have been “6 dots and 3 parallel rows”.
Readers’ Reviews
Off the Returns Trolley…
“Captain Blood” by Rafael Sabatini.
Format: DAISY (AU 104019).
Subject Interest Codes: Adventure Fiction, Historical Fiction, Sea Stories.
Narrator: Robert Gladwell.

Summary: Doctor Peter Blood's quiet life is shattered when he is convicted of treason for helping a wounded nobleman in the 1685 rebellion against King James II. He's swept into a slave ship to Barbados but escapes from slavery and a brutal plantation owner during a Spanish Pirate attack. He becomes a pirate and before long is the greatest buccaneer of them all.

Reader comments: “a very good story – most enjoyable.” 
“Rosemary For Remembrance” by June Thomson.
Format: DAISY (AU 105338).
Subject Interest Code: Detective and Mystery Fiction.
Narrator: Frances Jeater.

Summary: It looked to Detective Chief Inspector Jack Finch like a classic case of the blunt instrument wielded with considerable force and deadly intention-in other words, murder. But why the sprig of rosemary clenched firmly in the dead man's right hand in a final cadeveric spasm? What cryptic significance is contained in such a powerful system?

Reader comments: “A good clean mystery.” 
“The Last House-party” by Peter Dickinson.
Format: DAISY (AU 94585).
Subject Interest Code: Crime Fiction.
Narrator: Peter Billingsley.

Summary: The author uses the techniques of a mystery novel to unravel the events of one particular weekend in the summer of 1939 - the last of the famous political house-parties to be given by Zena, Countess of Snailwood.

Reader comments: “Excellent!!!” 
“What Am I Doing Here?” by Bruce Chatwin.
Format: DAISY (AU 103320).
Subject Interest Code: Travel and Culture.
Narrator: Nigel Graham.

Summary: A collection, selected by the author, of his own stories, profiles of fascinating people, and travelogues covering his visits to Russia, China and Afghanistan, amongst other places. 

Reader comments: “A great, great read.” 
“Flaws In The Glass : A Self-Portrait” by Patrick White.
Formats: DAISY (AU 111968), Tape (AU61800).
Subject Interest Codes: Biography, Biography – Australian, Biography – Writers.
Narrator: Simon Vance.

Summary: Self-portrait consisting of sketches of various times and places, from early childhood to late Sixties. White tells of his years in an English school, of wartime in the RAF and of postwar Greece also of his lifetime partnership with a Greek man.

Reader comments: “Amazingly interesting insight into Patrick White’s life, friends and environment.”
“Widow maker” by Frances Galleymore.
Format: DAISY (AU 106031), Tape (AU 81106). 

Subject Interest Code: Detective and Mystery Fiction.
Narrator: Marie McCarthy.

Summary: You are woken in the middle of the night by a phone call. It's your husband in desperate trouble. You rush to help him. But you're too late. He has fallen from Suicide Bridge in Archway, making you a widow at the age of 38. You are Zoe Maker. And your husband, Charlie Maker, founder and head of a fast-expanding security company, didn't jump. But he's left you a triple legacy: his business to run, his teenage daughter to raise, his death to avenge - if you can hunt down his killer.

Reader comments: “Great story. Thank you very enjoyable.”
Books for Blokes
Featured author - Arthur William Upfield. 
Arthur Upfield was born in 1890 in England, and grew up reading adventure magazines. He came to Australia in 1910, and joined the army during WWI. On his return to Australia, he worked in the outback for the next twenty years. This period gave him much to draw upon when writing his novels. Upfield is famous for his policeman character Detective Inspector Napoleon Bonaparte AKA (Bony).
“The mystery of Swordfish Reef” - Inspector Bonaparte series.
Format: DAISY (AU101046), Tape (AU 57305).
Narrator: Peter Hosking
Subject interest codes: Australian Fiction and Detective and Mystery Fiction.
Summary: An intriguing case for Detective-Inspector Napoleon Bonaparte begins on a calm October day in an Australian seaside town. Three men set out to sea for a day's fishing ... and do not return. Despite intensive searches, no trace of the men or their boat is found until, weeks later, a passing trawler hauls in a gruesome catch - the head of one of the missing fishermen. It is quite clear that its owner was murdered with a pistol bullet. But by whom, and why, is for Bony to find out.

“Death of a swagman” - Inspector Bonaparte series.

Format: DAISY (AU107431).
Narrator: Peter Hosking.
Subject interest codes: Australian Fiction and Detective and Mystery Fiction.
Summary: In an isolated hut not far from the sleepy country town of Merino, stockman George Kendall is found dead - and it looks very much like murder.  Six weeks later, when the murderer is still at large, another stockman turns up in the township and, as a first move, provokes the local sergeant to lock him up.  This particular stockman is Detective-Inspector Napoleon Bonaparte, and there's method in his seeming madness.  While serving a semi-detention sentence and being made to paint the police station, he wears the best of all possible disguises for a policeman on the trail of a ruthless and single-minded killer.
In the News

“Books Made Into Films”
One of the most important awards ceremonies in film, The 81st Annual Academy Awards “the Oscars”, took place recently. All these titles are the books on which recent films are based. If you are interested in cinema, you may like to borrow our audio described videos.
“Brideshead revisited” by Evelyn Waugh.
Formats: DAISY (AU 105666), Compact Disc (AU 67411), Braille (AU 14090).
Narrator:  Robin Holmes.

Subject Interest Codes: Twentieth Century Literature, Family Stories and Great Britain Fiction.
Summary: Story of England between the first and second World Wars is concerned with a titled Roman Catholic family of wealth. The elder son is religious; the younger is a man of charm but an alcoholic. Against the opposition of her family the daughter marries a Canadian who had been divorced.
“The other Boleyn girl” by Philippa Gregory.
Format: DAISY (AU 97651).
Narrator:  Jo Crichton.
Subject Interest Codes: Biographical Fiction and Historical Fiction.

Summary: When Mary Boleyn comes to court as an innocent girl of fourteen, she catches the eye of Henry VIII. Dazzled by the king, Mary falls in love with both her golden prince and her growing role as unofficial queen. However, she soon realises just how much she is a pawn in the plots of her ambitious family and, as the king's interest wanes, she is forced to step aside and turn her efforts to promoting the position of her friend and rival: her sister, Anne. No longer Henry's sweetheart, Mary must watch the changing fortunes of her family, court, church and country from the shadow of her brilliant sister. Now she is merely the other Boleyn girl...

“No country for old men” by Cormac McCarthy.
Format: DAISY (AU 107937).
Narrator:  Tom Stechschulte.

Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature, Crime Fiction and Suspense Fiction.
Summary: Llewellyn Moss, hunting antelope near the Rio Grande, instead finds men shot dead, a load of heroin, and more than $2 million in cash. The money, he knows, will change everything. But only after two more men are murdered does a victim's burning car lead Sheriff Bell to the carnage out in the desert, and he soon realizes that Moss and his young wife are in desperate need of protection. One party in the failed transaction hires an ex-Special Forces officer to defend his interests against a mesmerizing freelancer, while on either side are men accustomed to spectacular violence and mayhem. The pursuit stretches along and across the border, each participant seemingly determined to answer what one asks another: How does a man decide in what order to abandon his life?

“Notes on a scandal” by Zoe Heller.
Formats: DAISY (AU 98196), Tape (AU 85803).

Narrator: Diana Bishop.

Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature, Perceptive Fiction and Modern Women's Fiction.
Summary: When Sheba Hart joins St George's as the new pottery teacher, lonely Barbara Covett senses that she has found a kindred spirit. But Barbara is not the only one drawn to Sheba. Before long, Sheba is involved in an illicit affair with a pupil. Barbara is powerless to stop Sheba from pursuing her foolhardy course of action. But when the liaison is found out and Sheba's marriage falls apart, Barbara is loyally standing by, ready to provide succour.
Writers who write like…

    If you like

TOM CLANCY
(Adventure/thriller) 
 you may also enjoy these authors in our collection:
Jon Cleary
Clive Cussler
Nelson De Mille
Daniel Easterman
Ken Follett
Bryan Forbes
Frederick Forsyth
Alexander Fullerton
John Gardner
Robert Goddard
Jack Higgins
Hammond Innes
Geoffrey Jenkins
John Le Carre
Robert Ludlum
Matthew Reilly
Gerald Seymour
Wilbur Smith
Craig Thomas
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Database tips

For this month we are going to look at search results in two different databases to give you a sense of the breadth of information available to you.  You will notice that the material ranges from articles found in refereed journals through to popular magazines, depending on which database you choose.  

Here are this month’s search tips: 

1. The search terms used pick up the keywords from the topic.

2. The use of “and” helps to limit your results.  The more words you use connected with “and”, the fewer results you will get for your search.

3. An asterisk can be used to search for words with different endings so parent* will search for parents, parenting, parental.

The school year is just beginning so using the Australian and New Zealand Reference Centre and Health and Wellness Resource Centre, we are going to highlight articles of interest for parents with children of school age.  The subject is broad so these are just some starting points. We have listed the topic, the search terms we used and a link to the results in the respective databases.
Please note that you need a username and password to access this resource, as with any other online database. If you do not have one, please contact the Library to register.

Topic 1: Parenting visually impaired children.

Search terms: parent* and visually impaired 

Results:

· Australian and New Zealand Reference Centre 

· Health and Wellness Resource Centre 

Topic 2: The effects of television on children.

Search terms: television and child development

Results:

· Australian and New Zealand Reference Centre 
· Health and Wellness Resource Centre
Topic 3: Helping your child learn to read.

Search terms: reading and child development and parent*

Results:

· Australian and New Zealand Reference Centre  
· Health and Wellness Resource Centre
Topic 4: Dealing with adolescents.

Search terms: adolescen* and parent*

Results:

· Australian and New Zealand Reference Centre 
· Health and Wellness Resource Centre 
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