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Welcome Message from Reader Services

January 2009 marks the 200th Anniversary of the birth of Louis Braille. To celebrate, “Read This” have designated “Braille” as theme of the issue. We hope you find it interesting and enjoyable!
New Books in Braille
“Disquiet” by Julia Leigh. (AU 115101).
Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction, Perceptive Fiction, Psychological Fiction and Twenty-First Century Literature.
Summary: An elegant young woman stands with her two children at the gate of an austere chateau, locked out. The three have come from Australia, escaping violence, and their arrival is unexpected. The two children have never been here before. The woman, Olivia, has come home. But home is not as it was. Even when Olivia gains entry, what she finds is not what she left. While the children are entranced by the house, the formal gardens and the inviting lake, Olivia learns that members of her estranged family have experienced tragedies they cannot openly discuss - just as she has, herself - leading them to behave in ways that destabilize a world of exquisite artifice and control.

“Duet” by Kimberley Freeman. (AU 115599).
Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction and Glamour Fiction.

Summary: A story of passion, greed, secrets and lies. Present day: A reclusive woman living in outback Australia receives a letter acknowledging a terrible secret from her past. Thirty years before, she stole another woman's life. From the moment the letter is opened two women are on a collision course with destiny. From the London pop scene, to the opera stages of Europe; from a tiny Greek island, to a stifling manor house full of secrets and deceptions; from the sun-drenched Queensland coast, to the silent outback; Angela and Ellie are two women both looking for something. One in search of her identity and her memory; the other in search of the love that she had and lost; theirs is a duet whose last note will not be sung until a shadow from the past returns to claim them both.

“Labyrinth” by Kate Mosse. (AU 115098).
Subject Interest Codes: Adventure Fiction and Historical Fiction.
Summary: When Dr Alice Tanner discovers two skeletons during an archaeological dig in southern France, she unearths a link with a horrific and brutal past. But it's not just the sight of the shattered bones that makes her uneasy; there's an overwhelming sense of evil in the tomb that Alice finds hard to shake off, even in the bright French sunshine. Puzzled by the words carved inside the chamber, Alice has an uneasy feeling that she has disturbed something which was meant to remain hidden... Eight hundred years ago, on the night before a brutal civil war ripped apart Languedoc, a book was entrusted to Alais, a young herbalist and healer. Although she cannot understand the symbols and diagrams the book contains, Alais knows her destiny lies in protecting their secret, at all costs.  

“How good are you? : clean living in a dirty world” by Julian Lee. (AU 115194).
Subject Interest Codes: Australia Non-Fiction and Environment.

Summary: A landmark investigation of Australia's ethical track record - that also shows how you can make a difference. Climate change is wreaking havoc. Water shortages are a permanent fixture. The nuclear debate is getting nasty. Every few weeks a new story about the horrors of battery hens hits the papers. It's hard to buy a pair of trainers without thinking about the 12 year old who made them and imagining the kind of conditions in which she is working. Sometimes so much seems to be going wrong with the world that it's hard to know how to do the right thing. In this book, Julian Lee takes the ethical temperature of Australia. Along the way he takes us on a whistle-stop tour of the main stakeholders in the drive for better living in this country, from organic farmers and fast-food franchises to ethical investors and fair-trade gurus. He explains how to separate the fraudsters from the ethical firebrands - and along the way he establishes how every one of us can make a difference.
Readers’ Reviews
Off the Returns Trolley…
“Dead Sky” by Tami Hoag.

Format: DAISY (AU 104650).
Sequel to: Dust to Dust.
Narrator: Pat Starr.

Subject Interest Codes: Detective and Mystery Fiction and Suspense Fiction.
Subject: It was a crime so brutal it changed the lives of even the most hardened homicide cops. The Haas family murders left a scar on the community nothing can erase, but convicting the alleged killer - Karl Dahl - is a start. Only Judge Carey Moore seems to be standing in the way. Her ruling that Dahl's prior criminal record is inadmissible as evidence against him raises a public outcry - and puts the judge in grave danger. When an unknown assailant attacks Carey Moore in a parking garage, two of the city's top cops are called in to investigate and keep the judge from further harm. Detective Sam Kovac is as hard-boiled as they come, and his wisecracking partner, Nikki Liska, isn't far behind. Neither detective wants to be on this case, but when Karl Dahl escapes custody, everything changes, and a seemingly straightforward case cartwheels out of control.

Reader comments: “Best story ever! Thank you”. 
“A God For The Killing” by Kain Massin.
Formats: DAISY (AU 114897).
Winner: ABC Fiction Award, 2008.
Narrator: Jenny Vuletic.
Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature, Australian Fiction, Ancient Historical Fiction.

Summary: "Judith, I was born to fulfil prophecies made generations ago. All my life I have prepared for this one thing - I must die. How I die is up to you." It is 33 AD, and normally such a challenge issued by yet another messiah-in-the-making would have little effect on Judith, a beautiful slave and deadly assassin. After all, Judith, abused and brutalised from an early age, has been trained by her Roman masters to seduce then murder without conscience. And false gods are her speciality.  But there is something different about this assignment. Not only is it her final kill - the one that will allow her to go and live in peaceful obscurity - she knows the target: it is Joshua, her childhood sweetheart from Nazareth. The mystical events surrounding him begin to challenge Judith’s long-held scepticism. Will they really make her, for the first time in her life, a true believer?  What follows is Judith’s last fight: a fight to save her beloved, her people and her newfound faith from the wrath of the Romans...

Reader Comment: “What an imagination to write such an amazing book! And the reader is great too!” 

“Roden Cutler, V.C : the Biography” by Colleen McCullough. 

Formats: DAISY (AU 99652), Tape (AU 60442).
Narrator: Beverley Dunn.

Subject Interest Codes: Biography, Biography – Australian, Biography – Military, Biography - Politicians and Statesmen, History, Australian History, and Australia Non-Fiction.
Summary: Roden Cutler's list of honours is long and impressive, but it is his sole decoration, the Victoria Cross, that marks him as a hero. Colleen McCullough vividly shows us the life and times of the young soldier who came back from the war determined to continue to support his mother but, having lost a leg, with no idea how to do so. Yet by the age of 29 he was the Australian High Commissioner to New Zealand, and went on to achieve a distinguished diplomatic career including 15 years as the Governor of New South Wales. His story is embedded in Australian history, and part of it.

Readers Comments: “I found this biography of Roden Cutler extremely interesting. Covered so much history and celebrated an outstanding Australian” 
“Six Wagging Tales : My 50 Years With Guide Dogs” by Joyce Dudley as told Brian Frost. 

Formats: DAISY (AU 110361).
Narrator: Mutiple narrators.

Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography, Biography – Blind, and Animal Stories.
Summary: This book is about the author's six different guide dogs, and covers six hundred Guide Dogs in Westminster Abbey, losing your Guide Dog in a swift flowing river in Wales, being taken to the funeral of your 104 year old aunt by your guide dog and being guided to work daily for years to the hospital where you are a physiotherapist. 
Readers Comments: “A great book for all of us especially animal lovers”.
In the News – 200th Anniversary of Louis Braille
The 4th January 2009 was the 200th anniversary of the birth of Louis Braille, the inventor of Braille. Louis Braille was born in France, and developed Braille, the writing system which enables tactile reading, in 1829.
Biographies of Louis Braille
Triumph over darkness : the life of Louis Braille by Lennard Bickel.
 Format: DAISY (AU 83905), Braille (AU 80730).
Narrated by Paul Karo.
Subject Interest Codes: Biography and Biography – Blind.
Summary: A biography, written by an Australian, Lennard Bickel, this book sets the life and achievements of Louis Braille in the setting of the political and social life of France at the beginning of the nineteenth century. Commencing with the foundation of the Royal Institute for the Young Blind in Paris (1786), it describes the constant battle to improve conditions for the blind, Braille's encouragement by Dr. Pignier (Director of the Institute) against opposition for the use of a "special alphabet" for the blind, and the gradual acceptance of the 'six-dot-system" which came only after Braille's tragic death at the age of forty-three.

The life and work of Louis Braille, inventor of the alphabet for the blind (1809-1852) by Pierre Henri ; translated by Elizabeth Whitehead.
Format: Braille (AU 71351). 

Subject Interest Codes: Biography and Biography – Blind.
Summary: The life and work of the inventor of the now-famous alphabet for the blind.
Theme of the Issue - Braille
Braille Downloading from i-access ® online

Did you know that registered borrowers can download Braille books and magazines from our I-access ® online service? They can be read using a refreshable Braille display or voiced using a Victor Reader Stream. If you would like to register for this service or for more information about i-access ® online, please call the i-access Online Support Service on 1800 00 59 65 between 9.00 am and 5.00 pm EST weekdays or email i-access.online@visionaustralia.org
What is i-access ® Online?

i-access ® Online is an innovative suite of services from the Vision Australia Information Library Service that delivers DAISY audio books and magazines, Braille books, newspapers and other publications to portable handheld devices such as the Book Port™ or a Victor Reader Stream. Using the internet and your personal computer you can subscribe to and download newspapers daily or select from an ever changing collection of books and magazines.
Louis Braille Brain Teaser
Can you answer these? Answers can be found at the end of the magazine. 

Q1: What was the title of the first Braille book, published in 1829?

Q2: What was the name of the small French village east of Paris where Louis Braille was born?

Q3: What was the name of the Paris school where Louis Braille spent his life as both pupil and teacher?

Q4. Louis Braille became accomplished as a musician for both ‘cello and which other instrument?

Q5. A full Braille “cell” consists of how many dots, and how many parallel rows of dots?
Writers who write like…
If you like

TOM CLANCY
(Adventure/thriller) 
 you may also enjoy these authors in our collection:
Jon Cleary
Clive Cussler
Nelson De Mille
Daniel Easterman
Ken Follett
Bryan Forbes
Frederick Forsyth
Alexander Fullerton
John Gardner
Robert Goddard
Jack Higgins
Hammond Innes
Geoffrey Jenkins
John Le Carre
Robert Ludlum
Matthew Reilly
Gerald Seymour
Wilbur Smith
Craig Thomas
Get Online!

MyChild 

The beginning of the school year is fast approaching.  The following “One-stop shop for parents” may be of interest to those of you beginning to plan the new school year now that the holidays are drawing to a close.  The information below comes from the National Disabilities Services News Update published online in November 2008.
MyChild, a new portal-style website for parents at http://www.mychild.gov.au is aimed primarily at providing families with information about issues affecting young children. There’s a mixed content but it’s mostly links to various Federal Government departments, programs, announcements and future plans including:
· Healthy Kids Check Initiative and Immunisation schemes 
· Learning, wellbeing, caring and supporting children 
· Government support payments 
· Online register of local child care services – http://ifp.mychild.gov.au 
· Childcare options and assistance 
· Content on the Raising Children website http://www.raisingchildren.net.au 
The ‘Children with Special Needs’ page at http://www.mychild.gov.au/specialneeds.htm currently covers:
· Helping children with autism – government assistance for children in child care and primary care 
· MyTime – supporting parents of children with disability – http://www.MyTime.net.au 
Information on the Inclusion and Support Program for child care services 
Source: 
NDS News Update: Children, Young People & Their Families Update 6 November 2008.
Some articles of interest to parents of visually impaired children can also be located through the library website.  Click on this link to access articles from EBSCO’s Australia and New Zealand Reference Centre or find it in the list of databases in the Information Services section on the library webpage.

Remember, you will need a user name and password to access this resource. If you have not already been allocated a username and password, please contact the library
New Titles List

The Library continually adds new titles to the collection in Daisy and Braille. At the beginning and mid way through the year, we produce a list of new titles which inform Library members about what’s new in the collection.  We produce an audio disc of new Daisy titles and a Braille volume of new Braille titles.  On request, borrowers may subscribe to the Daisy and/or the Braille new titles list. The list is also available in Microsoft Word for both formats. If you prefer the electronic version you can search the document using your Microsoft Word search function key stroke short cut – Ctrl F. The disk is structured so you can navigate the subject interest codes alphabetically. At the beginning of the disc there are instructions on how to navigate through the new titles. 
The July-December 2008 New Titles list is about to be published. If you would like to subscribe, please contact the Library’s Reader Services department.
Louis Braille Brain Teaser – Answers.
Q1.“Method Writing Words, Music and Plain Songs by the Means of Dots, for use by the 
       Blind and arranged for them.”
Q2. Coupvray.
Q3. “Institute for Blind Youth”.
Q4. Organ.
Q5. 6 dots and 2 parallel rows.
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