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Welcome Message from Reader Services

Thank you to all those who sent in their answers to the Booker Prize Quiz in our last issue.  Congratulations to our winner – Anna Saxon-Taylor of Lyneham, ACT.   We hope you enjoy your mp3 audio book!
Don’t forget to look out for our winning “Test Your Librarian” question at the end of the issue!

Readers’ Reviews
Off the Returns Trolley…
“Van Diemen's Land” by James Boyce.

Format: DAISY (AU 113028).
Narrator: Bill Conn.
Subject Interest Codes: Australian History, Australia Non-Fiction, and History.
Summary: Almost half of the convicts who came to Australia came to Van Diemen’s Land. There they found a land of bounty and a penal society, a kangaroo economy and a new way of life. In this book James Boyce shows how the convicts were changed by the natural world they encountered. Escaping authority, they soon settled away from the towns, dressing in kangaroo-skin and living off the land. Behind the official attempt to create a Little England was another story of adaptation, in which the poor, the exiled and the criminal made a new home in a strange land. This is their story, the story of Van Diemen’s Land. 

Reader comments: “This book was a great insight into our early history.” 
“Love In Black and White” by Robert James Waller.
Format: DAISY (AU 95690).
Narrator: Steven Crossley.

Subject Interest Code: Romance Fiction.
Summary: "I'm looking for a covered bridge out this way and I can't find it. I think I'm temporarily lost." .... He looked directly at her and she felt something jump inside ..... old ways, disturbing ways ..... ways that rearrange the molecular space between male and female, regardless of species. One man, one woman. The heat of the Iowa summer. Robert Kincaid on a photo assignment and Francesca Johnson, once a young war bride from Italy discover a passion that will last a life time.

Reader comments: “A gripping love story. The narrator – absolutely FANTASTIC.” 
“Eye of the Storm” by Jack Higgins.
Formats: DAISY (AU 102610), Tape (AU 86911), Braille (AU 17939).
Narrator: Michael McStay.

Subject Interest Codes: Adventure Fiction, Spy Fiction, Suspense Fiction, and Political Fiction

Summary: The IRA, the ETA, the PLO, Sean Dillon has worked for them all. His assassin's bullet is highly respected and highly priced. Now, in the middle of the Gulf War, the Iraqis need his services for a vicious terrorist strike; Target Britain. The plan is to shake the world - wipe out key Western Government figures and gain a massive propaganda coup. But on Dillon's tail are British Intelligence. They've found a killer to stalk a killer, a man with personal reasons to enter the storm.

Reader comments: “An exciting book. Beautifully read.” 
“The Spy In Question” by Tim Sebastian.
Formats: DAISY (AU 111826), Braille (AU  63342).
Narrator: Tony Chambers.

Subject Interest Codes: Adventure Fiction, Spy Fiction, and Suspense Fiction.
Summary: Dmitry Kalyagin is on the run in the most merciless winter Moscow has ever known. Yesterday he was a privileged member of the government. Today he is an outcast because Soviet Minister Kalyagin is also a spy. George Parker at the British Embassy is trying to bring him in. Woven into this drama of contemporary Moscow, written by a correspondent who lived there for ten years, are a host of fascinating minor characters.

Reader comments: “What a great tale.”

Staff Reviews
“Temple” by Mathew Reilly. 

Formats: DAISY (AU 107681), Tape (AU 85598 and AU 85916), Braille (AU 58243).

Narrator: Sean Mangan.
Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction, Adventure Fiction and Suspense Fiction.
Summary: Deep in the jungle of Peru, the race of the century is underway. A race to locate a legendary Incan idol - an idol carved out of a strange kind of stone. A stone, which in the late 20th century could be used as the basis of a terrifying new weapon. Guiding a US Army team is Professor William Race, a young linguist who must translate an ancient manuscript which contains the location of the idol. What they discover is an ominous stone temple, sealed tight. They open it - and soon discover that some doors are meant to remain unopened...

The thing I like about this type of book is that it is fast moving and very easy to listen to.

“The chrysanthemum chain” by James Melville.

Format: DAISY (AU 109686).
Narrator: Christopher Saul.
Subject Interest Codes: Detective and Mystery Fiction and Suspense Fiction.
Summary: Superintendent Otani, of the Prefectural Police has problems - it's obvious enough that David Murrow was murdered, but it begins to seem that his death has certain marks of a gangland killing.

I found this book fairly interesting, quite well read by the narrator who was quite good at creating Japanese sounding voices for the different Japanese characters. The story itself was mildly intriguing, but as with many British authors, left one or two loose ends at the close of the story, though not enough to be really annoying. Though this modern detective story was not my usual kind of book to read, it was interesting enough for me to stick with it to the end. 

In the News

The US federal election is fast approaching.
If you have an interest in American Presidents and politicians, you may like to read these titles…
NON FICTION
“The Audacity of Hope : Thoughts on Reclaiming the American Dream” by Barack Obama.
Format: DAISY (AU 113169).
Narrator: David Baldwin. 

Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography, Biography - Politicians and Statesmen, Philosophy, and Politics.
Summary: "Religious or secular, black, white, or brown, we sense - correctly - that the nation's most significant challenges are being ignored...Perhaps more than any other time in our recent history, we need a new kind of politics, one that can excavate and build upon those shared understandings that pull us together as Americans..." If Barack Obama is successful in his quest to become President of the United States he will dramatically change the face that his country presents to the world. In this book he describes the importance of empathy in politics, his hopes for a different America with different policies, and how the ideals of its democracy can be renewed.

“My Turn : the Memoirs of Nancy Reagan” by Nancy Reagan with William Novak.
Format: DAISY (AU 110882).
Narrator: Helen Horton.

Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography, and Biography - Politicians and Statesmen.
Summary: "While there was a certain dignity in silence which is appealing to me, I decided that, for our children, and for history, I wanted to tell my side of the story... During our White House years I said very little about how I felt. But now it's my turn to tell what happened."

“Truman” by Roy Jenkins.
Format: DAISY (AU 95758).
Narrator: John Rye.
Subject Interest Codes: Biography, and Biography - Politicians and Statesmen.
Summary: A biography examining the life of American President Harry Truman who during his presidency: the Marshall Plan and NATO was built within which the world lives today, and  the first atomic bomb was detonated.

“The Compleated Autobiography” by Benjamin Franklin, compiled and edited by Mark Skousen.
Format: Tape (AU 104399).
Narrator: Richard Ferrone.
Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography, Biography - Politicians and Statesmen, History, and American History.
Summary: Benjamin Franklin’s celebrated Autobiography, published after his death, was incomplete. Franklin ended his life’s story in 1757, when he was only fifty-one. He lived another thirty-three full, eventful, and dramatic years, some of the most dramatic years in American history, years in which Franklin was America’s advocate in London, represented Pennsylvania in the Continental Congress, and was America’s wartime ambassador to France. During these years Franklin also helped write the Constitution and planned an American Empire that would displace the British Empire. Now, at last, in The Compleated Autobiography by Benjamin Franklin, we finally get the rest of the story, in Franklin’s own words. Faithfully compiled and edited from Franklin’s papers by Dr. Mark Skousen - Franklin’s descendant, acting as his devoted secretary - this is the closest we will ever get to Franklin sitting down in his study in Philadelphia, dipping quill into ink, and finishing his autobiography.

“All the President's Men” by Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward.
Format:  DAISY (AU 109705).
Narrator: Peter Goss.
Subject Interest Code: Politics.
Summary: The two Washington Post reporters present the inside story of their inquiry into the persons involved in the Watergate scandal. Beginning with the story of a simple burglary at Democratic headquarters and then continuing with headline after headline, Bernstein and Woodward kept the tale of conspiracy and the trail of dirty tricks coming -- delivering the stunning revelations and pieces in the Watergate puzzle that brought about Nixon's scandalous downfall. Their explosive reports won a Pulitzer Prize for The Washington Post and toppled the President.
FICTION

“Shall We Tell The President?” by Jeffrey Archer.
Format: DAISY (AU 102632). 

Narrator: Marvin Kane.

Subject Interest Codes: Political Fiction, Spy Fiction, and Suspense Fiction.
Summary: It is 1983. Edward Kennedy is President. At 7.70 on March 3 the FBI receives information of an assassination threat. By 8.30 five men have the details. At 9.30, four are dead.

 “Empire” by Gore Vidal.
Format: DAISY (AU 111588).
Narrator: Virginia Hammer.

Subject Interest Codes: Biographical Fiction, Political Fiction, and Twentieth Century Literature.
Summary: The Empire of the title is the American one. After Hearst has more or less single-handedly, created the Cuban campaign - and made a national hero and future president of Teddy Roosevelt - McKinley, Hay and other men of power annexe the Philippines; the aggrandisement of the USA flowers while seeds of England's decline are sown. Flourishing alongside politics and power is the love story of Caroline Sanford - fiction and history make easy bedfellows.

Theme of the Issue 

“Melbourne Cup”

            And they’re racing….

The Melbourne Cup stops the nation every year at 3:00pm AEDST on the first Tuesday in November. The Melbourne Cup is world famous and encapsulates horse racing, betting, champagne and fashion. 

Here are some titles on horses and horseracing –

“Rough ride” by John Francome.    
Format: DAISY (AU 97727).
Narrator: John Cormack.
Subject Interest Codes: Detective and Mystery Fiction and Suspense Fiction.
Summary: When amateur jockey Archie Best receives a surprise legacy from an old family friend, it proves to have some unwelcome strings attached. The strange bequest points an accusing finger at Clive Drury, an influential and affluent businessman who mixes with cabinet 
ministers and has his wealthy fingers in every conceivable pie. Helped by his would-be girlfriend, Georgie - and distracted by the rather obvious charms of Drury's daughter, Amanda - Archie sets out to substantiate the extraordinary claims. But only gradually does he discover the extent of the web of corruption, and the deadly nature of his adversary...

“The man who listens to horses” by Monty Roberts. 

Formats: DAISY (AU 111190), Braille (AU 14241).

Narrator: Hayward Morse.
Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography and Animal Stories.
Summary: This is the life story of a man whose unique methods reveal the depth of communication that is possible between man and horse. He has spent his whole life working with horses, studying them, caring for them and learning their language. He describes his early days as a rodeo rider, his struggle to set up as a professional trainer, and above all his deep love and understanding of horses.
“Hunted” by Richard Pitman. 
Format: DAISY (AU 109913).

Narrator: Nigel Graham.
Subject Interest Codes: Detective and Mystery Fiction and Sport and Recreation Fiction.
Summary: Eddie Malloy's comeback as a jump jockey is over, or so it seems until champion jockey Tommy Gilmour fails to turn up for the big race at Haydock. Eddie seizes the chance to ride the favourite. But his luck soon turns sour. Tommy is found dead with a bullet through his head, and Eddie is arrested as the prime suspect, despite having received a threatening note himself. It is only when a second jockey is found murdered with a similarly evil note left attached to the body, that Eddie is released, but now he is inextricably caught up in the hunt for the killer and needs to clear his name before the killer hunts him down.

“Horsewatching” by Desmond Morris.
Format: DAISY (AU 110290).

Narrator: Liz Lloyd.
Subject Interest Codes: Home Management and Pet Care.
Summary: The master of the animal world has this time turned his attention to the horse. His enthralling observations of this noble creature affectionately, and with humour, draw the reader into the fascinations of the equine world in all its aspects. A must, both for the committed owner and the hopeful novice.
“Knock down” by Dick Francis. 
Formats: DAISY (AU 97433), and Braille (AU 12635).
Narrator: Andrew Timothy.
Subject Interest Codes: Sport and Recreation Fiction and Detective and Mystery Fiction.
Summary: Someone was out to ruin ex-jockey Jonah in his new career as a bloodstock agent, and his only chance of survival was to discover the identity of his enemy.

Message from the Acquisitions Librarian
Hi Everybody,

More great news for lovers of Australian fiction! The library is currently recording two widely publicised titles by much-loved Aussie authors. “The Lieutenant” by Kate Grenville is tipped to be as successful as the best-selling “The Secret River”. “The Independence of Miss Mary Bennett” by Colleen McCullough is an exploration of the later life of the most unpopular sister in Jane Austen’s “Pride & Prejudice”. 
It is anticipated that there will be many requests for both titles!

Regards,
Siobhan Dennis
Acquisitions and Copyright Librarian
Literary Awards 
Man Booker Prize

The Man Booker Prize rewards the best novel of the year written by a citizen of the Commonwealth or the Republic of Ireland.  The Man Booker judges are selected from the country’s finest critics, writers and academics to maintain the consistent excellence of the prize.      

The winner of the Man Booker Prize receives £50,000 and both the winner and the short listed authors are guaranteed a worldwide readership plus a dramatic increase in book sales.
2007

Winner
“The Gathering” by Anne Enright.  
Format: Braille (AU 113064).  

Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature and Perceptive Fiction.
Summary: The nine surviving children of the Hegarty clan are gathering in Dublin for the wake of their wayward brother, Liam, drowned in the sea. It wasn't the drink that killed him - although that certainly helped - it was what happened to him as a boy in his grandmother's house, in the winter of 1968.  His sister Veronica was there then, as she is now: keeping the dead man company, just for another little while, for she is the one who loved him best.

Shortlisted
“The Reluctant Fundamentalist” by Mohsin Hamid.  
Format: Braille (AU 113065).

Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature and Perceptive Fiction.
Summary: At a café table in Lahore, a bearded Pakistani man converses with an uneasy American stranger. As dusk deepens to night, he begins the tale that has brought them to this fateful meeting... Changez is living an immigrant’s dream of America. At the top of his class at Princeton, he is snapped up by the elite "valuation" firm of Underwood Samson. He thrives on the energy of New York, and his infatuation with elegant, beautiful Erica promises entry into Manhattan society at the same exalted level once occupied by his own family back in Lahore. But in the wake of September 11, Changez finds his position in his adopted city suddenly overturned, and his budding relationship with Erica eclipsed by the reawakened ghosts of her past. And Changez’s own identity is in seismic shift as well, unearthing allegiances more fundamental than money, power, and maybe even love.

“Mister Pip” by Lloyd Jones.  
Formats: DAISY (AU 105282), Braille (AU 107532).  
Narrator: Marie-Louise Walker.
Subject Interest Codes: Perceptive Fiction and Twenty-First Century Literature.
Summary: After the trouble starts and the soldiers arrive on Matilda's tropical island, only one white person stays behind. Mr Watts wears a red nose and pulls his wife around on a trolley. The kids call him Pop Eye. But there is no one else to teach them their lessons. Mr Watts begins to read aloud to the class from his battered copy of Great Expectations, a book by his friend Mr Dickens. Soon Dickens' hero Pip starts to come alive for Matilda. She writes his name in the sand and decorates it with shells. Pip becomes as real to her as her own mother, and the greatest friendship of her life has begun. But Matilda is not the only one who believes in Pip. And, on an island at war, the power of the imagination can be a dangerously provocative thing.

“On Chesil Beach” by Ian McEwan.  
Format: Braille (AU 113062).

Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature and Perceptive Fiction.
Summary: The year is 1962. Florence, the daughter of a successful businessman and an aloof Oxford academic, is a talented violinist. She dreams of a career on the concert stage and of the perfect life she will create with Edward, the earnest young history student she met by chance and who unexpectedly wooed her and won her heart. Edward grew up in the country on the outskirts of Oxford where his father, the headmaster of the local school, struggled to keep the household together and his mother, brain-damaged from an accident, drifted in a world of her own. Falling in love with the accomplished, shy and sensitive Florence - and having his affections returned with equal intensity - has utterly changed his life. Their marriage, they believe, will bring them happiness, the confidence and the freedom to fulfil their true destinies. The glowing promise of the future, however, cannot totally mask their worries about the wedding night. 

“Animal’s People” by Indra Sinha.  
Format: Braille (AU 113066).
Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature and Perceptive Fiction.
Summary: Ever since he can remember, Animal has gone on all fours, his back twisted beyond repair by the catastrophic events of "that night" when a burning fog of poison smoke from the local factory blazed out over the town of Khaufpur, and the Apocalypse visited his slums. Now just turned seventeen and well schooled in street work, he lives by his wits, spending his days jamisponding (spying) on town officials and looking after the elderly nun who raised him, Ma Franci. His nights are spent fantasizing about Nisha, the girlfriend of the local resistance leader, and wondering what it must be like to get laid. When Elli Barber, a young American doctor, arrives in Khaufpur to open a free clinic for the still suffering townsfolk - only to find herself struggling to convince them that she isn't there to do the dirty work of the Kampani - Animal gets caught up in a web of intrigues, scams, and plots with the unabashed aim of turning events to his own advantage.

2006

Winner

“The Inheritance of Loss” by Kiran Desai.   
Formats: DAISY (AU 1009150), Tape (AU 102266), Braille (AU 104788).
Narrator: Taylor Owynns.

Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature and Perceptive Fiction.
Summary: In a crumbling, isolated house at the foot of Mount Kanchenjunga in the Himalayas, lives an embittered judge who wants only to retire in peace from a world he has found too messy for justice.  But his search for peace becomes even more difficult when his orphaned granddaughter, Sai, arrives on his doorstep. The judge's cook watches over her distractedly, for his thoughts are claimed by his son, Biju, who is hop scotching from one gritty New York restaurant to another, trying to stay a step ahead of the INS on an elusive search for a green card. When an Indian-Nepali insurgency in the mountains threatens a blossoming romance between Sai and her Nepali tutor, they, too, are forced to consider their colliding interests. The cook witnesses the hierarchy being overturned and discarded. The judge must revisit his past, his own journey and role in their intertwining histories.
Shortlisted

“The Secret River” by Kate Grenville. 

Formats: DAISY (AU 95185), Tape (AU 96685), Braille (AU 97450).
Narrator: James Wright.
Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature and Perceptive Fiction.
Summary: In 1806 William Thornhill, a man of quick temper and deep feelings, is transported from the slums of London to New South Wales for the term of his natural life. With his wife Sal and their children he arrives in a harsh land he cannot understand. But the colony can turn a convict into a free man. Eight years later Thornhill sails up the Hawkesbury to claim a hundred acres for himself. Aboriginal people already live on that river. And other recent arrivals - Thomas Blackwood, Smasher Sullivan and Mrs Herring - are finding their own ways to respond to them. Thornhill, a man neither better nor worse than most, soon has to make the most difficult choice of his life.
“The Night Watch” by Sarah Waters. 
Formats: DAISY (AU105285), Tape (AU 98535), Braille (AU 109522).
Narrator: Deidre Rubenstein (DAISY), Juanita McMahon (Tape).
Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature, Perceptive Fiction and War Fiction.
Summary: The Night Watch is the story of four Londoners - three women and a young man with a past. Kay, who drove an ambulance during the war and lived life at full throttle, now dresses in mannish clothes and wanders the streets with a restless hunger, searching. Helen, clever, sweet, much-loved, harbours a painful secret. Viv, glamour girl, is stubbornly, even foolishly loyal, to her soldier lover. Duncan, an apparent innocent, has had his own demons to fight during the war. Their lives and their secrets connect in sometimes startling ways. 

“Carry me Down” by M.J. Hyland. 
Formats: DAISY (AU 98733), Tape (AU 102100).
Narrator: Christopher Brown.
Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature, Perceptive Fiction and Psychological Fiction.

Summary: John Egan lives with his mother, father and grandmother in rural Ireland. As he faces the trials of home and school life, John feels he has no place in the world, and his frustration fuels odd obsessions: with the Guinness Book of World Records, with physical human contact and with his "gift" for detecting lies. His parents, already sorting through their own uneasy relationship, puzzle over their only son with doctors and teachers, pushing John to a moment of crisis, which may prove his undoing. 

“In the Country of Men” by Hisham Matar. 
Formats: DAISY (AU 100917), Tape (AU 103437), Braille (AU 104787).
Narrator: Michael Duggan.

Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature and Perceptive Fiction.
Summary: On a white-hot day in Tripoli, Libya, in the summer of 1979, nine-year-old Suleiman is shopping in the market square with his mother. His father is away on business - except that he is sure he has just seen his father, standing across the street in a pair of dark glasses. But why isn't he waving? And why doesn't he come over when he knows Suleiman's mother is falling apart? Whispers and fears intensify around Suleiman: his best friend's father disappears and is next seen being interrogated on state television; a man parks his car outside the house every day and asks strange questions; and his mother frantically burns his father's books.  As Suleiman wonders if his father is gone for good, it feels as if the wall of his home will break with the secrets that are being held within.
Melbourne Cup Brain Teaser
How well do you know your Melbourne Cup? Answers can be found at the end of the magazine. 

Q1. What is the name of the only horse to start as favourite at three successive Melbourne cups?

Q2. What year was the first year Melbourne celebrated a public holiday on Melbourne Cup Day?
Q3. How long (in metres) is the Melbourne Cup race?

Q4. Which horse won the first Melbourne Cup in 1861?

Q5. Which horse was the first mare to win 2 Melbourne Cups and has won the race in successive years, 2003, 2004, 2005?

Books for Blokes

“Bluebeard” by Kurt Vonnegut. 

Format: DAISY (AU111634).

Narrator: Garrick Hagon.

Subject Interest Codes: Philosophical Fiction and Twentieth Century Literature.

Summary: In his author's note, Vonnegut assures us that these memoirs of a one-eyed Armenian form a hoax autobiography and should not be taken as "a responsible history of the Abstract Expressionist school of painting. It is a history of nothing but my own idiosyncratic responses to this or that." Much of the "this or that" are the grotesque prices paid for such works this century and the mudpies of art.

“The master and Margarita” by Mikhail Bulgakov. 

Format: DAISY (AU110651).

Narrator: Steve Hodson.

Subject Interest Codes: Political Fiction and Satire.

Summary: The devil with his retinue, a poet incarcerated in a mental institution for speaking the truth, and a recreation of the story of Pontius Pilate, constitute the elements out of which Mikhail Bulgakov wove this book. Long suppressed in its native land, it provides us with the essence of the voice of dissent.

“The stand” by Stephen King. 

Format: DAISY (AU95323).

Subject Interest Codes: Horror and Science Fiction.

Narrator: Garrick Hagon.

Summary: When a man crashes his car into a petrol station, he brings with him the foul corpses of his wife and daughter. He dies and it doesn't take long for the plague which killed him to spread across America and the world. Civilisation has been devastated, but some survivors emerge, immune. Then come the dreams. Dark dreams that warn of the coming of the Dark Man. It is the time of the Apocalypse, of the last titanic struggle between good and evil for the mastery of the world.
Get Online!

Credo Reference

Some of you will already be familiar with Credo Reference   – our newest reference database.
Here is a book that you might find interesting to explore that can be found in Credo.  It is the “CIA World Factbook” and you will be amazed at the detailed information available.  You can find it by typing in the name in the search box or click on the link for Find Books

The “CIA World Factbook” is produced by the Central Intelligence Agency to provide comprehensive basic intelligence for the US Government. It contains extensive information on all the countries of the world, from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe. 

Check out the information it has on Australia – it is really comprehensive.
If you haven’t explored Credo yet, you will need a user name and password to access this resource. If you have not already been allocated a username and password please contact the Vision Australia Information and Library Service on 1300 654 656, or email library@visionaustralia.org
Winner of “Test Your Librarian”.

We had a number of difficult questions over the month of September, including a challenge to identify the longest road in Melbourne (Springvale Road)!
The winner is Des Hohnberg of Henty, NSW. Des asked the following question: 


“Was it necessary in the period 1944/7 for Australian Merchant seamen, working on boats travelling to overseas destinations to be holders of a current passport?  If so, how can I find 
out if a passport was issued to a particular person?”

A prize will be sent shortly to our lucky winner!
In the meantime we still welcome your reference questions. We are happy to help you to find information!
“Melbourne Cup Brain Teaser” – Answers.

Q1. Phar Lap.
Q2. 1877.
Q3. 3,200 metres.
Q4. Archer.
Q5. Makybe Diva.
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