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Messages from the Library
Politics
The Federal Election will be held on the 21st August. In this issue we feature books about the lives of Australian politicians.  We hope you find them interesting!

Competition
In keeping with the Theme, this month we have a Politics Quiz. You could be in the running to win a couple of Audio Described DVDs!

Quiz winner
Thank you to everyone who responded to last issue’s NAIDOC Week Quiz. Congratulations to our winner Gisele Mesnage of Milsons Point, NSW. We hope you enjoy your DVDs!
Readers’ Reviews
Off the Returns Trolley…

“The Long Valley” by John Steinbeck. 
Format: DAISY (AU 105119).
Narrators: Liza Ross and William Roberts.
Published in: 1996.
Set in: California.

Subject Interest Codes: Short Stories and Twentieth Century Literature.
Summary: Set in the Californian landscape, this collection of thirteen short stories includes "The Red Pony", in which a boy's childhood on a ranch is transformed forever; "Flight", in which a young Mexican-American must undergo a tragic initiation into manhood; and "The Chrysanthemums", a piquant tale which explores the frustrations of a rancher's wife. 

Reader Comments:  “Wonderful stories and so wonderfully narrated. Thanks for your choice.”

“The Book Thief” by Markus Zusak.
Formats: DAISY (AU 95190), Braille (AU 98714).
Narrator: Noel Hodda.

Published in: 2005.
Set in: Germany late 1930’s.
Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction, and Twenty-First Century Literature.
Winner: Kathleen Mitchell Award, 2006.
Shortlisted: Commonwealth Writer's Prize, 2006.
Summary: It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier, and will become busier still. Liesel Meminger and her younger brother are being taken by their mother to live with a foster family outside Munich. Liesel's father was taken away on the breath of a single, unfamiliar word - Kommunist - and Liesel sees the fear of a similar fate in her mother's eyes. On the journey, Death visits the young boy, and notices Liesel. It will be the first of many near encounters. By her brother's graveside, Liesel's life is changed when she picks up a single object, partially hidden in the snow. It is The Gravedigger's Handbook, left there by accident, and it is her first act of book thievery. So begins a love affair with books and words, as Liesel, with the help of her accordion-playing foster father, learns to read. Soon she is stealing books from Nazi book-burnings, the mayor's wife's library, wherever there are books to be found. But these are dangerous times. When Liesel's foster family hides a Jewish fist-fighter in their basement, Liesel's world is both opened up, and closed down.

Reader Comments: “A beautiful book – albeit an ugly subject.” 

“The Last Days of the Raj” by Trevor Royle.
Formats: DAISY (AU 111468).
Narrator: Garard Green.
Published in: 1989. 
Set in: India 1940’s.
Subject Interest Codes: History, Asian History, and Politics.
Summary: Trevor Royle looks at the last few years of the two centuries of British rule in India leading up to independence on 15 August 1947. The changing political climate of the 1930s and the influence of Gandhi are examined as are the appointment of Lord Mountbatten as Viceroy and the slaughter during the civil war between Hindus and Muslims in the Punjab. The final chapter looks at events with forty years hindsight.

Reader Comments: “Very interesting – found out a lot I didn’t know about India and the British.” 

“Remember Me” by Lesley Pearse. 

Formats: DAISY (AU 112959).
Narrator: Eilidh Beaton.
Published in: 2008.
Set In: 1700’s Australia. 
Subject Interest Codes: Biographical Fiction and Historical Fiction.
Summary: In 1786 Mary Broad, a fisherman's daughter from Cornwall, was convicted of theft and sentenced to be hanged. But her sentence was commuted, and she was transported to Australia, one of the first convicts to arrive there. Based on a true story “Remember Me” tells of Mary's courage and determination to survive her ordeal and ultimately find happiness and redemption.

Reader Comments: “Many thanks – this was an absorbing book.”
“Bertie and the Tinman : from the Detective Memoirs of King Edward VII” by Peter Lovesey.
Formats: DAISY (AU 104498).
Narrator: Tom Crowe.

Published in: 2003.
Set in: 1800’s  England.
Subject Interest Codes: Detective and Mystery Fiction and Historical Fiction.
Summary: It is 1886 and Fred Archer, greatest of all jockeys and popularly known as the Tinman, has shot himself. An inquest is arranged with indecent haste: his mind was unhinged by typhoid, say the jury, despite conflicting evidence. Bertie admired Archer and knows the Turf better than any juror: he is suspicious. The Tinman's last words were: "Are they coming?" Bertie, known elsewhere as the Prince of Wales, decides to turn his unique talents to solving the mystery.

Reader Comments: “Are all Peter Lovesey’s books as amusing as this one? I smiled, chuckled and giggled my way through it!”
Audiobooks Online
Did you know that Library borrowers are able to download Vision Australia books using i-access ® online?  Each month new titles are added and it’s a great way to listen to audio books using your computer or Victor Stream or Bookport device (if you have one).  As well as i-access ® online there are many other websites that also provide an audio book download service. 

In this issue we feature Literal Systems.org http://www.literalsystems.org
The Literal Systms.org website provides free downloadable audiobooks, including classic literary works. Literal Systems audiobooks are narrated and produced by Santa Fe (New Mexico, USA) actors and technicians. The audio recordings are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial No Derivative 3.0 License.

Theme of the Issue – Politics
The Federal Election will be held on the 21st August. In this issue we feature biographies of Australian politicians.
“Battlelines” by Tony Abbott.
Formats: DAISY (AU 119715).

Narrator: Andrew Bleby.

Published in: 2009.

Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography, Biography – Australian, Biography - Politicians and Statesmen, Politics, and Politics, Australian.

Summary: What's next for the conservative side of politics? Where are new battlelines to be drawn? Senior Liberal Party figure and parliamentary pugilist Tony Abbott offers a frank analysis of the way forward for the Liberal Party. Here he draws lessons from the dying days of the Howard Government, and gives his views on his contemporaries, including Kevin Rudd, Peter Costello, Julia Gillard and Malcolm Turnbull. In Battlelines, Abbott looks at the values and instincts that drive the Liberal Party and proposes policy that the party should adopt. He describes the truth about politicians' lives; his 'days from hell'; insider moments from the halls of power; and how a would-be priest believed he had fathered an unknown son. Battlelines outlines a state of play for the Liberal Party, cementing Tony Abbott's reputation as one of the Liberal Party's most interesting thinkers and fearless advocates.

“John Winston Howard : the Biography” by Wayne Errington and Peter van Onselen.
Formats: DAISY (AU 109264), Braille (AU 115912).

Narrator: James Wright.

Published in: 2007.

Subject Interest Codes: Biography, Biography – Australian, Biography - Politicians and Statesmen, Politics and Politics, Australian.

Summary: In 1996, when John Howard wrested the prime ministership from Paul Keating, many people wrote off his election win as an aberration. More than ten years later, he is on the cusp of leading the Liberal Party into another election. John Winston Howard is a frank and engrossing portrait of the Prime Minister. For the first time ever, in unprecedented and extensive interviews conducted by Wayne Errington and Peter van Onselen with Howard's family, friends, political supporters and detractors, we get a rare insight into the man and the government he runs. The result is a portrait of how Team Howard operates, and why it has been so successful. Errington and van Onselen contend that Howard is the first professional politician the country has seen, and assess the impact he has made on modern politics, government and the country.

“Kevin Rudd : the Biography” by Robert Macklin.
Formats: DAISY (AU 113742).

Narrator: James Wright.

Published in: 2008.

Subject Interest Codes: Biography, Biography – Australian, Biography - Politicians and Statesmen, and Politics, Australian.

Summary: When Kevin Rudd became Leader of the Opposition in December 2006, dramatically ousting Kim Beazley, few Australians knew who he was. Eleven months later - and even more dramatically - he ousted John Howard to become Prime Minister of Australia, in the biggest electoral swing since 1975. Hawke, Keating, Howard - none of them attracted as many voters as quickly as Rudd. But who is Kevin Rudd? We know the sound bites - a sometimes rough childhood in Queensland, a diplomatic career in Beijing, and extremely successful wife - but how well do we know the man who now runs the country? What did his time as a bureaucrat in the Queensland government reveal about him? How influential a role does his religion play in his life? Who are the people most significant to him? In short, what sort of Prime Minister will he be? Analysing the public and private record, Macklin reveals the man away from the spotlight.

“The Making of Julia Gillard” by Jacqueline Kent.
Formats: DAISY (AU 123039).

Narrator: Lise Rodgers

Published in: 2009.

Subject Interest Codes: Biography, Biography – Australian and Biography - Politicians and Statesmen.

Summary: The Making of Julia Gillard tells Gillard's remarkable story, including her Adelaide childhood, her time as a fiery student activist, her battles to get into Parliament and her relationships with the important men in her political life: Simon Crean, Kim Beazley, Mark Latham and Kevin Rudd. In this immensely readable book, acclaimed biographer Jacqueline Kent draws on interviews with Gillard's friends and foes - and with Gillard herself - to reveal just how adversarial her environment has been and how she has thrived.

“Memo for a Saner World” by Bob Brown.
Formats: DAISY (AU 99316), Compact disc (AU 90043), Braille  (AU 90043).

Narrator: Bill Conn.

Published in: 2004.

Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography, Biography – Australian, Biography - Politicians and Statesmen, Environment and Politics, Australian.

Summary: "What we see is more a case of greed and studied ignorance than gloom and doom . . . And there is a solution."  Over the years, Bob Brown has been assaulted, jailed, vilified and shot at for his stance on the environment and human rights. This is his account of the defining moments in that life of activism, from the famous Franklin River blockade to his parliamentary protest against George Bush - a few minutes that gave voice to what many Australians felt but had no way of saying.  By turns inspiring, compassionate and outraged, this personal story of being green makes the key issues easily understood. If you're someone who avoids reading about the world because you think it's too depressing, here's the good news: it's worse if you don't know. While some of the facts Bob presents are less than cheerful, his message is powerfully hopeful.

“Paul Keating, Prime Minister” by Edna Carew.
Formats: DAISY (AU 107412).

Narrator: Jenny Seedsman

Published in: 1992.

Subject Interest Codes: Biography, Biography – Australian, and Biography - Politicians and Statesmen.

Summary: Paul Keating has been billed as a future Labor Prime Minister since he entered Parliament aged 25. This is the story of how he fulfilled that promise, revealing an attentive family man, ruthless political operator, art connoisseur and lover of classical music.

Online resources:
Australian Electoral Commission
http://www.aec.gov.au/ Find out more about voting, electorates and elections.

The Tally Room
http://www.tallyroom.com.au/election-2010 Visit the Tally Room website to view federal seat profiles, learn about the key seats, as well as read about the 2007 Federal Election.
Australian Politics.com
http://australianpolitics.com/elections/results/ Find out about past elections, voting, political parties, the meaning of key terms and more...

Parliament of Australia
http://www.aph.gov.au/ Visit the Parliament of Australia website to discover how Parliament functions.
Politics Quiz
Send in your answers to library@visionaustralia.org  by 27th August 2010 – please include “Quiz” in the subject line of your email. The first correct entry will receive a couple of Audio Described DVDs (“The Mist” and “Pineapple Express”).
Q1. Who was Australia’s first Prime Minister?
Q2. Which Political party won the 1917 federal election?
Q3. How many House of Representatives elections have been held in Australia since 1901?

“NAIDOC Week Quiz” Answers.
A1. 12th July 1971.
A2. 1976.
A3. 28th May 2000.
Community Language Collection 
Did you know that the library also has titles in French, Russian, Polish, German and Hindi?

The community language collection continues to grow in the DAISY format and we are also looking for volunteer narrators. 

So if you have a friend who speaks Spanish, Greek or Chinese and would like to be a narrator we would love to hear from them.

Please contact our Volunteer coordinator Stella Glorie on 03 9864 9286.
Technology Update
Adaptive Technology podcasts.
Vision Australia's Equipment Solutions Specialist team have produced a range of podcasts designed to help answer common accessibility questions concerning new developments in assistive technology. 

Stay connected for more upcoming demonstrations, helpful tip documents and evaluations.

The use of podcasts on the Vision Australia website will be expanded to keep you informed of the latest developments in technology and how it can be used effectively by people who are blind or have low vision.

We hope you find these resources useful and would appreciate your feedback on how we can improve the information you find here. Please email us at info@visionaustralia.org.

Apple product instructional podcasts
· iOS 4 with VoiceOver 

· iPad with VoiceOver 

· iPhone 3GS and the iPod Touch 3rd generation with VoiceOver 

· Mac OS 10.6 (Snow Leopard) with VoiceOver 

Website: http://www.visionaustralia.org/info.aspx?page=2287
Writers who write like…
JOAN JONKER
(Family Stories)

Lyn Andrews; Anne Baker; Emma Blair; Harry Bowling; Irene Carr; Catrin Collier; Alexandra Connor; Catherine Cookson; Dilly Court; Josephine Cox; Margaret Dickinson; Elizabeth Elgin; Pamela Evans; Katie Flynn; Sara Fraser; Christine Marion Fraser; Iris Gower; Ruth Hamilton; Lilian Harry; Evelyn Hood; Una Horne; Audrey Howard; Meg Hutchinson; Anna Jacobs; Marie Joseph; Sheelagh Kelly; Beryl Kingston; Maureen Lee; Freda Lightfoot; Gwen Madoc; Beryl Matthews; Connie Monk; Gilda O'Neill; Elvi Rhodes; Wendy Robertson; Mary Jane Staples; Grace Thompson; Janet Macleod Trotter; Janet Woods.
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