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NAIDOC Week
The 4th-11th July 2010 marks NAIDOC Week (National Aboriginal and Islander Day Observance Committee). It celebrates the contributions and achievements of indigenous Australians in various fields. In keeping with this year’s theme "Closing the gap, leading the way”, in this issue we feature books from our Australian Indigenous Non-Fiction collection, focusing on those that give the reader an understanding of Aboriginal Australia. We hope you find them interesting!
Competition.
In keeping with the Theme, this month we have an “NAIDOC Week Quiz”. You could be in the running to win a couple of Audio Described DVDs!

Quiz
Thank you to everyone who responded to last issue’s “Library and Information Week Quiz”. Congratulations to our winner Coral Arnold of Five Dock, NSW. We hope you enjoy your DVDs!
Readers’ Reviews
Off the Returns Trolley…
“Blood Meridian : or, The Evening Redness in the West” by Cormac McCarthy.
Formats: DAISY (AU 107936), Braille (AU 57390).

Narrator: Richard Poe.

Published in: 1989.

Set in: Mid 1800’s American West.

Subject Interest Codes: Twentieth Century Literature, Historical Fiction, Indigenous Fiction, and Westerns.

Summary: A novel of the violence and depravity that attended America's Westward expansion, and a subversion of the mythology of the "Wild West". Based on historical events that took place on the Texas-Mexico border in the 1850s, this novel traces the fortunes of the Kid, a fourteen-year-old Tennessean who stumbles into a nightmarish world where Indians are being murdered by a band of bounty-hunters and a market for their scalps is thriving. 

Reader Comments: “Thank you for this beautifully written and evocative tale.” 
“The Stockmen” by Rachael Treasure.
Formats: DAISY (AU 96150), Braille (AU 113826).

Narrator: Jeffrey Hodgson.

Published in: 2005.

Set in: 21st century rural Australia.

Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction, Country Life Fiction, and Romance Fiction.
Summary: Rosie Highgrove-Jones grows up hating her double-barrelled name. She dreams of riding out over the wide plains of the family property, working on the land. Instead she's stuck writing the social pages of the local paper. Then a terrible tragedy sparks a series of shocking revelations for Rosie and her family. As she tries to put her life back together, Rosie throws herself into researching the haunting true story of a 19th century Irish stockman who came to Australia and risked his all for a tiny pup and a wild dream. Is it just coincidence when Rosie meets a sexy Irish stockman of her own? And will Jim help her realise her deepest ambitions - or will he break her heart?

Reader Comments:  “Excellent book.”

“Blood Storm” by Colin Forbes.
Series: Tweed and Co – Part 22. Sequel to: “No mercy”. Followed by: “The main chance”.
Formats: DAISY (AU 111500). 

Narrator: Peter Wickham.
Published: 2005.
Set in: Contemporary England.
Subject Interest Codes: Adventure Fiction, Political Fiction, Suspense Fiction.
Summary: Three men plot to convert Britain into Police State GB - three junior ministers, brothers known as The Cabal. Tweed and Paula of the SIS are battling to stop the merger of SIS, MI5, the police, the coastguards, etc., into one massive unit - the sinister State Security. The Cabal has convinced half the Cabinet. Then Tweed is asked by Commander Buchanan to investigate the horrific murder of society beauty, Viola Vander-Browne, only to be faced with the killing of her raunchy twin sister, Marina. With one hand he tracks the killer of the sisters, with the other he opposes the formation of State Security, convinced that there is a link between the two. The pressure mounts as Tweed is called abroad to stop fifty Slovaks, trained to speak English as the elite corps of State Security, from being smuggled into Britain.

Reader Comments: “Blood storm was a very gripping story. Rather ghastly in parts but I couldn’t put it down.”

“The Sun in the Morning : Being the first part of Share of Summer, her Autobiography” by M M Kaye.
Series: Share of Summer - Part 1.
Followed by: Golden Afternoon. 
Formats: DAISY (AU 97924).
Narrator: Patricia Hughes.
Published: 1990.
Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography and Biography – Writers.
Summary: No one can fail to be captivated by the charm and immediacy of this vivid story and its lively characters, or to succumb to the beauty, mystery and enchantment of India, which has held M.M. Kaye enthralled all her life and has inspired her much loved novels, "The far pavilions" and "Shadow of the moon".

Reader Comments: “Most enjoyable and beautifully read.”
Audiobooks Online
Did you know that Library borrowers are able to download Vision Australia books using i-access ® online?  Each month new titles are added and it’s a great way to listen to audio books using your computer or Victor Stream or Bookport device (if you have one).  As well as i-access ® online there are many other websites that also provide an audio book download service. 

In this issue we feature Spoken Audiobooks http://www.spokenaudiobooks.net/
Spoken Audiobooks holds books ranging from the arts, history, and radio shows to business, biography, health, and crime, including recent releases. The website allows books to be searched by author, title, category, keyword and narrator. Special software is not required to download the audiobooks.
Writers who write like…
RAY BRADBURY
(Science Fiction)
Kevin J Anderson; Stephen Baxter; Greg Bear; Ben Bova; David Brin; Lois McMaster Bujold; Orson Scott Card; C J Cherryh; Arthur C Clarke; Philip K Dick; Alan Dean Foster; Robert A Heinlein; Frank Herbert; Ursula Le Guin; Ken Macleod; Larry Niven; Kim Stanley Robinson; Kurt Vonnegut; H G Wells; Tad Williams; Gene Wolfe; John Wyndham; Timothy Zahn. 


Theme of the Issue – NAIDOC Week 
The 4th-11th July 2010 marks NAIDOC Week. In addition to Indigenous fiction, in this issue we feature books from our Australian Indigenous Non-Fiction collection, focusing on those that give the reader an understanding of Aboriginal Australia. 
Indigenous Fiction
“Swallow the Air” by Tara June Winch.
Winner of the David Unaipon Award for Indigenous Writers.
Format: DAISY (AU 100686).

Narrator: Tara June Winch.
Published in: 2006.

Set in: 20th century Australia.

Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction, Indigenous Fiction, Perceptive Fiction, Twenty-First Century Literature.

Summary: When May's mother dies suddenly, she and her brother Billy are taken in by Aunty. However, their loss leaves them both searching for their place in a world that doesn't seem to want them. While Billy takes his own destructive path, May sets off to find her father and her Aboriginal identity. Her journey leads her from the Australian east coast to the far north, but it is the people she meets, not the destinations, that teach her what it is to belong.

“Carpentaria” by Alexis Wright. 
Winner: Miles Franklin Award 2007.
Winner: Victorian Premier's Literary Award, Vance Palmer Prize for Fiction, 2007.
Formats: DAISY (AU 100957), Braille (AU 104785).

Narrator: Jenny Vuletic.

Published in: 2006.

Set in: Northern Australia.

Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction, Indigenous Fiction, Twenty-First Century Literature.

Summary: A portrait of life in the precariously settled coastal town of Desperance, in the Gulf country of north-western Queensland. It centres on the powerful Phantom family, leader of the Westend Pricklebush people, and its battles with old Joseph Midnight's renegade Eastend mob on the one hand, and the white officials of Uptown and the neighbouring Gurfurrit mine on the other. The town and its surround teem with extraordinary characters: Elias Smith the outcast saviour, the religious zealot Mozzie Fishman, the murderous mayor Stan Bruiser, the moth-ridden Captain Nicoli Finn, the activist and prodigal son Will Phantom, and above all, the queen of the rubbish-dump Angel Day and her sea-faring husband Normal Phantom, the fish-embalming king of time - figures that stride like giants across this storm-swept world.

“Paperbark : a Collection of Black Australian Writings” edited by Jack Davis ... {et al.}.
Format: Braille (AU 21116).

Published in: 1990.

Subject Interest Codes: Australian fiction, Indigenous Fiction, Twentieth Century Literature.

Summary: This collection spans the diverse range of indigenous Australian writing. It includes prose, poetry, song, drama and polemic from 36 Aboriginal and Islander authors. 

Indigenous Non Fiction
“Speaking from the Heart : Stories of Life, Family and Country” edited by Sally Morgan, Tjalaminua Mia and Blaze Kwaymullina.
Formats: DAISY (AU 108013), Braille (AU 113973).
Narrators: Bill Conn and Robyn Carrier.

Published in: 2007.
Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography, Biography – Australian, Indigenous Non-Fiction.

Summary: Eighteen Aboriginal Australians from across the country each share a powerful story which is central to their own lives, and to their family, community or country. Speaking from the Heart provides readers with a very personal picture of the history, culture and contemporary experience of Aboriginal Australia.

“The Original Australians : Story of the Aboriginal People” by Josephine Flood.
Format: DAISY (AU 117931).
Narrator: Dornell Wylie.
Published in: 2006.
Subject Interest Codes: Australia Non-Fiction, Australian History, Indigenous Non-Fiction.
Summary: The story of Australian Aboriginal history and society from its distant beginnings to the present day. From the wisdom and paintings of the Dreamtime, to the first contacts between Europeans and indigenous Australians, right through to modern times, it offers an insight into the life and experiences of the world's oldest culture. The resilience and adaptability of Aboriginal people over millennia is one of the great human stories of all time. Josephine Flood answers the questions about Aboriginal Australia that Australians and visitors often ask: Where did the Aborigines come from and when? How did they survive in such a harsh environment? What was the traditional role of Aboriginal women? Why didn't colonists sign treaties with Aboriginal people? Were Aboriginal children 'stolen'? Why are there so many problems in Aboriginal communities today? And many more. This rich account aims to understand both black and white perspectives and is fascinating reading for anyone who wants to discover Aboriginal Australia. 

“Convincing Ground : Learning to Fall in Love with your Country” by Bruce Pascoe.
Format: DAISY (AU 117914).
Narrator: Clem Fechner.
Published in: 2007.

Subject Interest Codes: History, Australian History, Indigenous Non-Fiction, Language and Cultural Criticism.
Summary: Convincing Ground' is a wide-ranging work which resonates with historical and contemporary Australian debates about identity, dispossession, memory and community. Pascoe ranges across the national contemporary political stage, critiquing the great Australian silence when it comes to dealing respectfully with the construction of the nation's Indigenous past. He believes early colonial behaviour on Gunditchmurra lands (near Portland, Victoria) shaped us then and shapes us still physically and intellectually. Through a close, critical examination of the major historical works and witness accounts, Pascoe draws parallels between the techniques, language and results of the invasion to contemporary times. He argues that we can't reverse the past, but we can bring our soul in from the fog of delusion. He proposes a way forward, beyond shady intellectual argument and immature nationalism: strengths intact; weaknesses acknowledged and addressed.

“My Place” by Sally Morgan.
Formats: DAISY (AU 94223), Braille (AU 118156).
Narrator: Lise Rodgers.
Published in: 1989.
Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography, Biography – Australian, Biography – Writers, Indigenous Non-Fiction.
Summary: In 1982 Sally Morgan travelled back to her grandmother's birthplace. What started out as a tentative search for information about her family, turned into an overwhelming emotional and spiritual pilgrimage. “My Place” begins with the experiences of Sally's own life, growing up in suburban Perth in the fifties and sixties.  Through the memories and images of her childhood and adolescence, vague hints and echoes begin to emerge, hidden knowledge is uncovered, and a fascinating story unfolds.  It is a deeply moving account of a search for truth, into which a whole family is gradually drawn, finally freeing the tongues of the author's mother and grandmother, allowing them to tell their own stories.

“Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence” by Doris Pilkington (Nugi Garimara).
Followed by: “Under the Wintamarra tree”.
Formats: DAISY (AU 107999), Compact Disc (AU 84834), Braille (AU 74074).

Published in: 1996.

Set in: Early 20th century Western Australia.

Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography, Biography – Australian, Indigenous Non-Fiction.

Summary: Based on the true account of the author's mother Molly, who, as a young girl, led her two sisters on an extraordinary 1600 kilometre walk home. The three girls were taken from their aboriginal communities and transported across the state to the Native Settlement at Moore River, north of Perth yet managed to escape from the repressive conditions and brutal treatment they found there.

Online resources:
NAIDOC Week
http://www.naidoc.org.au/NAIDOC-about/naidoc.aspx - find out more about NAIDOC Week!
Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs
http://www.fahcsia.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx - visit the department website for more information about the federal government’s programs and services for Indigenous people.
NAIDOC Week Quiz
Send in your answers to library@visionaustralia.org  by 16th July 2010 – please include “Quiz” in the subject line of your email. The first correct entry will receive a couple of Audio Described DVDs (“Hancock” and “Shanghai Knights”).
Q1. When was the Aboriginal Flag first raised?
Q2. When was the first Aboriginal Land Rights Act established?
Q3. When was the People’s Walk for Reconciliation held?
“Library and Information Week Quiz” Answers.
A1. General OneFile.
A2. Science Resource Centre or Australia/New Zealand Reference Centre (Ebsco).
A3. Ebsco.
Word of Mouth
2010 Miles Franklin Award

The winner of the 2010 Miles Franklin Award was announced on 22nd June. Peter Temple’s crime novel “Truth” took out the prize, the first time that genre-based fiction has won Australia’s most prestigious literary award.

“Truth” is available for loan in both DAISY (AU 119488) and Braille (AU 122023). 

Please note that it is the sequel to the award-winning 2005 novel “The Broken Shore”, which is also available in DAISY and Braille.

The other shortlisted titles for the 2010 Award are:

“Lovesong” by Alex Miller (available in DAISY and Braille)

“The Book of Emmett” by Deborah Forster (Braille available)

“Butterfly” by Sonya Hartnett (available in Braille)

“The Bath Fugues” by Brian Castro (available in Braille)

“Jasper Jones” by Craig Silvey (available in DAISY and Braille) - winner of the 2009 Indie Book of the Year Award.
Community Language Collection 
Did you know that the library also has titles in French, Russian, Polish, German and Hindi?

The community language collection continues to grow in the DAISY format and we are also looking for volunteer narrators. 

So if you have a friend who speaks Spanish, Greek or Chinese and would like to be a narrator we would love to hear from them.

Please contact our Volunteer coordinator Stella Glorie on 03 9864 9286.
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