PAGE  
          2
Read This


[image: image1.jpg]¢ * vision
oo australia

blindness and low vision services





Vision Australia logo 

12th April 2010
Volume 3 Issue 3
Vision Australia Information and Library Service
454 Glenferrie Road Kooyong, VIC, 3144
Phone 1300 654 656  Fax 03 9864 9677
Email library@visionaustralia.org
Visway www.visway.org.au
If you would like to receive any of the titles listed, or receive this Newsletter on a regular basis (6 weekly), please contact Reader Services on 1300 654 656.
Inside this issue…
Messages from the Library
1

Readers’ Reviews
2
Theme of the Issue – Pulitzer Prizes
4
Pulitzer Prizes Quiz
6
Humour Hamper
6

Big Print for Big Kids
7
Audiobooks Online 
7
Messages from the Library
Pulitzer Prizes
The 2010 Pulitzer Prize winners were announced on the 12th April 2010. The Pulitzer Prizes began in 1917, funded through the will of Joseph Pulitzer. Their aim was to encourage literary achievement. There are 21 categories, covering a range of areas, including journalism, education, fiction and music.
Competition
In keeping with the Theme, this month we have a “Pulitzer Prizes Quiz”. You could be in the running to win a couple of Audio Described DVDs!

Quiz winner
Thank you to everyone who responded to last issue’s “International Women’s Day Quiz”. Congratulations to our winner Coral Arnold of Five Dock, NSW.  We hope you enjoy your DVDs!
Readers’ Reviews
Off the Returns Trolley…
“Cloud Atlas” by David Mitchell.
Formats: DAISY (AU 98130), Compact Disc (AU 91917), Braille (AU 100346).
Narrators: Multiple narrators.

Published in: 2004.
Set in: Multiple time periods and countries.
Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature and Science Fiction.
Summary: This novel weaves history, science, suspense, humour and pathos through six separate but loosely related narratives that explore the ways in which the powerful oppress the weak in the name of "civilisation".  A reluctant voyager crossing the Pacific in 1850; a disinherited composer bagging a precarious livelihood in between-the-wars Belgium; a high-minded journalist in Governor Reagan’s California; a vanity publisher fleeing his gangland creditors; a genetically modified "dinery server" on death-row; and Zachry, a young Pacific Islander witnessing the nightfall of science and civilisation -- the narrators of Cloud Atlas hear each other’s echoes down the corridor of history, and their destinies are changed in ways great and small.
Reader Comments: “This is the best book I have ever read. A bit slow to start but worth the wait.”

“Catching the Current” by Jenny Pattrick.
Format: DAISY (AU 107979).
Narrator: Fiona Samuel.

Published in: 2005.
Set in: Mid 1800’s New Zealand.
Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature, and Historical Fiction.
Summary: On the run from an unfortunate 'indiscretion', young Conrad Rasmussen finds refuge in the North Island of New Zealand under the employ of the famous (or notorious) Dane, Bishop Monrad. However Conrad - a talented and impetuous Faroeman, also known as Con the Brake - finds he cannot escape his past. This is Conrad's story, and that of the unusual woman Anahuia. It is a tale of new lands and old songs, of seafaring and war and the search for love. It is also the story of the Faroe Islands and of Denmark's early connection with New Zealand. A companion novel to the “The Denniston Rose” and “Heart of Coal”.

Reader Comments: “Thank you for this wonderful book! What a talent Jenny Pattrick is!!” 
“Where Light and Shadow Meet : a Memoir” by Emilie Schindler with Erika Rosenberg ; translated from the original Spanish by Dolores M. Koch.

Format: DAISY (AU 95599).

Narrator: Norma West.
Published in: 1997.
Subject Interest Codes:  Autobiography, and War Non-Fiction.
Summary: The author, who was married to Oskar Schindler, tells the story of their life together. On realizing the costs of the Nazi takeover, they worked to save the Jews employed in their two factories during the Second World War - leading to "Schindler's list". It is the story of one woman's daily acts of bravery, of a marriage and of survival.

Reader Comments: “Dear Librarian. Thank you for enabling me to have listened to this poignant and thought provoking memoir. Despite all the horror and tragedy of WW2 she was still able to find love and forgiveness for all those that failed her.”
“Endpeace” by Jon Cleary.
Format: DAISY (AU 103552).
Narrator: Nigel Graham.
Published in: 1997.

Set in: Late 20th century Sydney.
Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction, and Detective and Mystery Fiction.

Summary: For Detective Inspector Scobie Malone, a social night out in Sydney's affluent eastern suburb of Vaucluse proves to be like entering the jungle without a map. Not only are his hosts, the wealthy newspaper magnate Sir Harry Huxwood and his wife, a Sydney institution - they are also about to be torn apart by murder.

Reader Comments: “Wonderful well written light murder mystery. Jon Cleary can certainly write great stories.” 

“Blood Runs Cold” by Alex Barclay.
Series: Blood Runs Cold, Book 1.
Followed by: Tainted.

Format: DAISY (AU 119327).
Narrator: Tara Ward.
Published in: 2008.
Set in: Contemporary America.
Subject Interest Code: Detective and Mystery Fiction.
Summary: When the body of FBI agent Jean Transom is found on the frozen slopes of Quandary Peak, the nearby town of Breckenridge, Colorado, becomes the focus of a major investigation. A quiet, dedicated agent on the surface, it soon becomes clear there was another side to Jean Transom, and who better to uncover it than special Agent Ren Bryce, an expert in violent crime and a woman with secrets of her own; secrets that could compromise the entire investigation and put an end to her distinguished career. Ren needs to know who she can trust - because the last person she can trust is herself. 

Reader Comments: "I thoroughly enjoyed this book. The reader too, was excellent. Thank you."
“The Dressmaker” by Beryl Bainbridge.
Formats: DAISY (AU 107356), Tape (AU 79093).
Narrator: Elizabeth Proud.

Published in: 1973.

Set in: Mid-20th century England.
Subject Interest Codes: Perceptive Fiction, and Twentieth Century Literature.

Summary: If Liverpool in 1944 was grim for Rita and her aunts Nellie and Margo, Rita knew that life in America was gay and rich - she'd seen it in the movies. So when a GI came to call, she was sure that love and escape would follow. But Nellie knew different - the boy would have to go.

Reader Comments: “great story – I never would have guessed the ending”.

“Portrait of a Killer : Jack the Ripper - Case Closed”  by Patricia Cornwell.
Formats: DAISY (AU 59067), Braille (AU 97546).
Narrator: Jo Crichton.
Published in: 2002.
Subject Interest Code: Crime Non-Fiction.
Summary: For over a hundred years, the Jack the Ripper murders have remained among the world's greatest unsolved crimes.  Using her forensic skills, Patricia Cornwell has applied the discipline of twenty-first-century police investigation to the extant material, and presents the perpetrator as world-famous artist Walter Sickert.

Reader Comments: “A fascinating behind the scenes look at the workings of forensic science. The amount of research that must have gone into this book is staggering”. 

Theme of the Issue – Pulitzer Prizes
The Pulitzer Prizes are announced each April. Below are books that have won the prize for Fiction in the recent years. 
“The Road” by Cormac McCarthy.
Format: DAISY (AU 107938).
Narrator: Tom Stechschulte.
Published in: 2006.
Set in: 21st century America.
Subject Interest Code: Twenty-First Century Literature.

Summary: A father and his son walk alone through burned America. Nothing moves in the ravaged landscape save the ash on the wind. It is cold enough to crack stones, and when the snow falls it is grey. The sky is dark. Their destination is the coast, although they don't know what, if anything, awaits them there. They have nothing; just a pistol to defend themselves against the lawless bands that stalk the road, the clothes they are wearing, a cart of scavenged foods - and each other. The Road is the story of a journey. It imagines a future in which no hope remains, but in which the father and his son, "each the other's world entire," are sustained by love. It is an unflinching meditation on the worst and the best that humankind is capable of: ultimate destructiveness, desperate tenacity, and the tenderness that keeps two people alive in the face of total devastation. 

“March” by Geraldine Brooks.
Formats: DAISY (AU 99640), Tape (AU 100165), Braille (AU 100225).

Narrators: James Wright and Jenny Seedsman.

Published in: 2006.
Set in: 19th century America.
Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature, Historical Fiction, and Perceptive Fiction.

Summary: Imagines the Civil War experiences of Mr. March, the absent father in Louisa May Alcott's Little Women. An idealistic abolitionist, March becomes a Union chaplain and later finds himself assigned to be a teacher on a cotton plantation that employs freed slaves, or "contraband." But the war tests his faith not only in the Union - which is also capable of barbarism and racism - but in himself.  Interspersed are memories of March's earlier life: his whirlwind courtship of quick-tempered Marmee, his friendship with Emerson and Thoreau and the surprising cause of his family's genteel poverty. When a Confederate attack on the contraband farm lands March in a Washington hospital, sick with fever and guilt, March must reassemble and reconnect with his family, who have no idea what he has endured.

“Gilead” by Marilynne Robinson.
Formats: DAISY (AU 93549), Braille (AU 99923). 
Narrator: Sean Mangan.

Published in: 2004.
Set in: Civil War and 20th century America.
Subject Interest Codes: Twenty-First Century Literature, Perceptive Fiction and Family Stories.

Summary: In 1956, toward the end of Reverend John Ames's life, he begins a letter to his young son, an account of himself and his forebears. Ames is the son of an Iowa preacher and the grandson of a minister who, as a young man in Maine, saw a vision of Christ bound in chains and came west to Kansas to fight for abolition: He "preached men into the Civil War," then, at age fifty, became a chaplain in the Union Army, losing his right eye in battle. Reverend Ames writes to his son about the tension between his father - an ardent pacifist - and his grandfather, whose pistol and bloody shirts, concealed in an army blanket, may be relics from the fight between the abolitionists and those settlers who wanted to vote Kansas into the union as a slave state. And he tells a story of the sacred bonds between fathers and sons, which are tested in his tender and strained relationship with his namesake, John Ames Boughton, his best friend's wayward son. 

“Blonde: a Novel” by Joyce Carol Oates.
Formats: DAISY (AU 107666), Tape (AU85231), Braille (AU 58942).
Narrator: Lise Rodgers.

Published in: 2001.
Set in: 20th century America.
Subject Interest Codes: Biographical Fiction and Twenty-First Century Literature.

Summary: The story of Norma Jean Baker better known by her studio name "Marilyn Monroe"- has been dissected for more than three decades. In "Blonde," Oates re-imagines Norma Jean's inner life, telling the story in Norma Jean's own voice. Her portrait reveals a fragile, gifted young woman who makes and remakes her identity, surviving against crushing odds to become the definition of stardom. Bit by bit, she tells her own epic story of how an emblematic American artist lost her way. Drawing on biographical and historical sources, Oates illumines Norma Jean's lonely childhood, wrenching adolescence, and the creation of "Marilyn Monroe."

“The Hours” by Michael Cunningham.
Formats: DAISY (AU 92735), Tape (AU 60295), Braille (AU 85780).
Narrator: Helena Ross (DAISY) / Deidre Rubenstein (Tape).
Published in: 1999.
Set in: 20th century London and America.
Subject Interest Codes: Biographical Fiction, Twentieth Century Literature and Perceptive Fiction.

Summary: “The Hours” is both a homage to Virginia Woolf and very much its own creature.  One grey suburban London morning in 1923, Woolf awakens from a dream that will soon lead to 'Mrs.Dalloway'. In the present, on a beautiful June day in Greenwich Village, 52-year-old Clarissa Vaughan is planning a party for her oldest love, a poet dying of an AIDS-related illness. And in Los Angeles in 1949, Laura Brown, pregnant and unsettled, does her best to prepare for her husband's birthday, but can't seem to stop reading Woolf. These women's lives are linked both by the 1925 novel and by the few precious moments of possibility each keeps returning to. 

Online resources:

Pulitzer Prizes
www.pulitzer.org/ The official Pulitzer Prizes website. 
For more information on the Pulitzer Prizes, visit these websites!
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulitzer_Prize 
http://www.awardrainbow.com/Award/120-pulitzer-prize.aspx
Pulitzer Prizes Quiz
Send in your answers to library@visionaustralia.org  by 23rd April 2010 – please include “Quiz” in the subject line of your email. The first correct entry will receive a couple of Audio Described DVDs (“Poseidon” and “Hancock”).
Q1. What year were the Pulitzer Prizes established?
Q2. Who won the Pulitzer Prize for Editorial Writing in 1954?
Q3. Who won the Pulitzer Prize for Breaking News Reporting in 2008?
“International Women’s Day Quiz” Answers
A1. Enid Lyons.
A2. Matilda “Tilly” Ann Aston.

A3. Valentina Tereshkova.
Humour Hamper
“Rumpole” by John Mortimer.
Formats: DAISY (AU 105025).
Narrator: John Westbrook.

Published in: 1980.
Set in: 20th century England.
Subject Interest Codes: Legal Fiction, Short Stories, and Wit and Humour Fiction.
Summary: Rumpole is the oldest Junior in Chambers, a barrister who never prosecutes, is apt to quote poetry, and has a wife known as "She Who Must Be Obeyed". The stories in this collection were previously published as "Rumpole of the Bailey" and "The Trials of Rumpole".

“The Dog of the South” by Charles Portis.
Formats: DAISY (AU 113835).
Narrator: Edward Lewis.
Published in: 1979.
Set in: 20th century Americas.
Subject Interest Codes: Adventure Fiction and Wit and Humour Fiction
Summary: The Dog of the South is the story of Ray Midge as he tracks down his wife, Norma, who has run off with her first husband by following credit card receipts (his credit card!). Midge starts out in Norma's lover's compact car, which has 74,000 miles on it and a quarter-turn slack in the steering wheel (they took his Ford Torino!). The trail leads from Arkansas, down to Mexico, and into Honduras, where Midge stops to help, and of course gets entangled with, Dr. Reo Symes in his broken down bus, "The Dog of the South." Symes is a pure Portis character - a crazily optimistic dreamer obsessed with secret knowledge and with one John Selmer Dix, the elusive writer of inspirational books for salesmen. As Midge chases Norma and Symes and tries to sort the true from the false Dix sightings, Portis spins an extraordinary novel that addresses with comic eloquence the deep longing of the American psyche for things just to make some sense. 

Big Print for Big Kids
Vision Australia Information Library Service in conjunction with SPELD Victoria announces the establishment of a new collection of young adult fiction titles in large print format.

This collection of thirteen titles was funded through the Small Grants Program for Public Libraries and will be available at the SPELD Victoria offices, 494 Brunswick Street, North Fitzroy, Victoria 3048 and at the Access Centre, Vision Australia Information Library Service, 454 Glenferrie Road, Kooyong, Victoria 3144.

It is available for loan to clients of Vision Australia and SPELD who have a print disability.

The titles in the collection are:-

“Bumageddon the Final Pongflict” by Andy Griffiths

“Zombie Bums from Uranus” by Andy Griffiths

“Treasure Fever” by Andy Griffiths

“Pencil of Doom” by Andy Griffiths

“Once” by Morris Gleitzman

“Then” by Morris Gleitzman

“Aristotle’s Nostril” by Morris Gleitzman

“Sting” by Raymond Huber

“Lucky Star” by Cathy Cassidy

“Darius Bell and the Glitter Pool” by Odo Hirsh

“Hocus Pocus versus the Stinky Pong” by Laura Milligan

“Wasteland” by Francesca Lia Block

“I was a Teenage Fairy” by Francesca Lia Block

If you would like to borrow these titles, please contact the Library on 1300 654 656 or email library@visionaustralia.org
Audiobooks Online
Did you know that Library borrowers are able to download Vision Australia books using i-access ® online?  Each month new titles are added and it’s a great way to listen to audio books using your computer or Victor Stream or Bookport device (if you have one).  As well as i-access ® online there are many other websites that also provide an audio book download service. 
In this issue we feature Audible.com http://www.audible.com
Audible.com has a wide range of downloadable digital audiobooks. Audible.com audiobooks are read by professional narrators. Audible.com also hosts magazines, radio shows, podcasts, stand-up comedy, and speeches.
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