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Messages from the Library
International Women’s Day
International Women’s Day (IWD) is the 8th March. IWD celebrates the achievements of women around the world. In this issue we feature books about inspirational women. We hope you find them interesting!

Competition
In keeping with the Theme, this month we have an “International Women’s Day Quiz”. You could be in the running to win a couple of Audio Described DVDs!

Quiz winner
Thank you to everyone who responded to last issue’s “Australia Quiz”. Congratulations to our winner Carol Nicol of Calamvale, QLD.  We hope you enjoy your DVDs!

Readers’ Reviews
Off the Returns Trolley…
“Send for Paul Temple” by Francis Durbridge.
Format: DAISY (AU 95093).

Narrator: Alistair McGowan.

Published in:1992.

Set in: England.
Subject Interest Code: Detective and Mystery Fiction.
Summary: A series of mysterious jewel robberies has Scotland Yard flummoxed, and so Paul Temple, aided by the beautiful and spirited journalist Steve Trent, finds himself on the heels of one of the cleverest and most dangerous criminal gangs in Europe.

Reader Comments: “This was great. Another mystery with all my favourite ingredients. Thoroughly enjoyed it.” 
“Sacred and Profane : a Novel of the Life and Times of Mozart” by David Weiss.
Format: DAISY (AU 111830).
Narrator: Colin Doran.

Published in: 1968.
Set in: 1756 – 1791, Europe.
Subject Interest Codes: Historical Fiction, and Biographical Fiction.
Summary: A novel of the life and times of Mozart.

Reader comments: “I kept this a long time because I had to listen a second time. I found it profoundly interesting, informative and deeply disturbing. A brilliant book.” 

“Angel Walk” by Katherine Govier.
Format: DAISY (AU 99628).
Narrator: Dorothy Hayward.

Published in: 1996.
Set in: Modern and WW2, England.
Subject Interest Codes: Family Stories, and Perceptive Fiction.
Summary: Corinne Ditchburn, now eighty-five, begins to sort through her photographs with her son, Tyke. But these are not just any photos - Cory was a professional photographer and a war correspondent for Lord Beaverbrook during World War II and Tyke is the son she abandoned for her lover and for the war. The photographs tell not only of events, but of the woman who took them.

Reader Comments: “Well written war story.”
“Secret Armour” by Lucilla Andrews. 

Format: DAISY (AU 107266).
Narrator: Eunice Roberts.

Published in: 1996.
Set In: 1950’s England.
Subject Interest Codes: Hospital Stories, Light Romance Fiction, and Romance Fiction.
Summary: It is the 1950s, and young Maggie Howard is completing her nursing training. Throughout the unhappiness caused by loving the wrong man, she has the comradeship of Alice and Rose - and the sympathetic young houseman, George Hartigan. Then Maggie finds that her emotional entanglements begin to threaten her career. Will she win through - both in her career, and in love?

Reader Comments: “I loved this simple and gentle love story.” 

“The return of the dancing master” by Henning Mankell.
Formats: DAISY (AU 108947), Compact disc (AU 89454).

Narrator: Sean Barrett.

Published in: 2003.

Set in: Contemporary Sweden.

Subject Interest Codes: Detective and Mystery Fiction and Suspense Fiction.

Summary: Herbert Molin, a retired police officer, is living alone in a remote cottage in the vast forests of Harjedalen in northern Sweden. He has two obsessions: the tango and a conviction that someone is after him. He has no close friends, no close neighbours, and by the time his body is found, Molin is almost unrecognisable. Stefan Lindman, a police officer on extended sick leave, hears of the death of his former colleague and, to take his mind off his own problems, decides to involve himself in the case. What he discovers, to his horror and disbelief, is a network of evil almost unimaginable in this remote district, and one which seems impossible to link to Molin's death. 

Reader Comments: “It was so wonderful and enthralling. If I were a little younger I would start up a fan club for Henning Mankell – he is such an excellent writer – every facet of his writing is beyond excellence.”

“Backs to the Wall: a Larrikin on the Western Front” by G.D. Mitchell and Robert Macklin. 
Formats: DAISY (AU 104576).
Narrator: Francis Greenslade.
Published in: 1937.
Revised in: 2007.
Set in: 1914 – 1918, Europe.
Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography, Biography – Australian, Biography – Military, and War Non-Fiction.
Summary: In this account, George Deane Mitchell relives the horror and the humour of being an Australian soldier on the Western Front in World War I. “Backs to the Wall” by was originally published in 1937. This new edition has been released with commentary by Robert Macklin, author of “Jacka”.
Reader Comments: “A good book by a good digger – to be admired.” 
Audiobooks Online
Did you know that Library borrowers are able to download Vision Australia books using i-access ® online?  Each month new titles are added and it’s a great way to listen to audio books using your computer or Victor Stream or Bookport device (if you have one).  As well as i-access ® online there are many other websites that also provide an audio book download service. 

One of these is Librivox http://www.librivox.org/
The LibriVox website provides free downloadable audiobooks. All books recorded are in the public domain. There are a number of listening options. Please refer to the website for information on how to download and listen.

Theme of the Issue – International Women’s Day
International Women’s Day is the 8th March. In this issue we feature books about inspirational women.
“Nancy Wake: a biography of our greatest war heroine” by Peter FitzSimons.
Formats: DAISY (AU 106900), Tape (AU 68012), Braille (AU 58522).
Narrator: Jenny Seedsman.

Published in: 1995.
Subject Interest Codes: Biography, Biography – Australian, and War Non-Fiction.

Summary: As a naive, young journalist, Nancy Wake witnessed a horrific scene of Nazi violence in a Viennese street. From that moment, she declared that she would do everything in her power to rid Europe of the Nazi presence. What began as a courier job here and there, became a highly successful escape network for Allied soldiers, perfectly camouflaged by Nancy's high-society life in Marseille. Her network was soon so successful - and so notorious - that she had to flee France to escape the Gestapo who had dubbed her 'the white mouse' for her knack of slipping through its traps.

“Caroline Chisholm” by Margaret Kiddle ; with an introduction by Patricia Grimshaw. 
Formats: DAISY (AU 102226), Tape (AU 79551).
Narrator: Paul Karo.
Published in: 1990 (Rev. ed.).
Subject Interest Codes: Biography and Biography – Australian.

Summary: Caroline Chisholm was a pioneer in establishing a place for women in public affairs. Her unceasing efforts to affect social change were heroic against a background of primitive conditions and religious controversy. In her biography Margaret Kiddle explores these achievements and also considers Chisholm's career in the context of the changing status of women in the Victorian period.

“Helen Keller : a life” by Dorothy Herrmann.
Formats: Tape (AU 82096), Braille (AU 62589).
Narrator: Lise Rodgers.
Published in: 1999.
Subject Interest Codes: Biography, Biography – Blind and Biography – Disabled.
Summary: The story of the fraught, symbiotic relationship between Keller and the tempestuous and flamboyant Anne Sullivan. While their emotional bond was deep and abiding, their views and values were poles apart. Where Keller was idealistic - a socialist and suffragette - Sullivan was pessimistic and conservative. The lasting impression is that of Keller's unrealised longing for independence.

“Petria Thomas : swimming against the tide” by Andy Shea.
Formats: DAISY (AU 99382), Compact Disc (AU 94025).
Narrators: Kate Hosking and Jim Daly.

Published in: 2005
Subject Interest Codes: Biography, Biography – Australian and Biography – Sports.
Summary: Swimming champ Petria Thomas opens her heart about overcoming debilitating physical setbacks, as well as severe depression, in her quest for Olympic gold. Petria Thomas won the hearts of millions with her triple-gold-medal-winning triumph at the Athens Olympic Games in 2004. Here for the first time is the full and authorised story of Australian swimming's golden girl and her extraordinary determination to overcome incredible physical and emotional pressures. 

“My God! It's a woman : the Nancy Bird story” by Nancy Bird.
Formats: Tape (AU 85856).
Narrator: Irini Pappas.
Published in: 2002.
Subject Interest Codes: Autobiography and Biography – Australian.
Summary: My God ! It's a woman, is the extraordinary story of Nancy Bird, one of Australia's pioneer aviators. Nancy Bird's training began in 1933, at the age of seventeen, in Sydney, where she was one of Charles Kingsford Smith's first pupils.  Despite many obstacles, Nancy was determined to fly, and obtained her commercial pilot's licence in 1935.  My God! it's a woman, spans Nancy's flying experiences in the outback, her association with famous aviators and her flying comeback in the 1950's. This autobiography is a fascinating glimpse of a determined and courageous aviatrix.

Online resources:
The Library has a range of online resources. These are just a taste!

International Women’s Day.
Find out about the importance of promoting women’s rights and economic prosperity, and the need for their increased involvement in political decision making. 
http://www.unifem.org.au/Content%20Pages/Events/international-womens-day
Women’s movement (Credo Reference).
Discover the history of the women’s movement. 

http://www.credoreference.com/entry/heliconhe/women_s_movement
International Women’s Day Quiz
Send in your answers to library@visionaustralia.org by 12th March 2010 – please include “Quiz” in the subject line of your email. The first correct entry will receive a couple of Audio Described DVDs (“The Brave One” and “The House Bunny”).
Q1. Who was the first woman to be elected to the Australian House of Representatives and appointed to the Federal Cabinet? 
Q2. Who founded the Association for the Advancement of the Blind in Australia? 
Q3. Who was the first woman cosmonaut? 
“Australia Quiz” – Answers.
Q1. Sydney Cove.

Q2. The Opal.

Q3. 1901.

Word of Mouth
Blackstone Audio gets DAISY Fever!
Blackstone Audio, one of the largest producers of unabridged audio titles in the US, is proud to announce the introduction of DAISY books to their library customers. The move brings a higher level of accessibility to commercial publishing and expands opportunities for individuals and print disability agencies to purchase a growing range of books. 

Following discussions with Vision Australia in 2009, Blackstone Audio became aware of the potential worldwide market for accessible content. With the assistance of the technical team at Vision Australia, the first batch were delivered in October, and made available to clients shortly after. Based on the worldwide audio standard, Blackstone will produce future orders in DAISY 2.02 compliant format.

“There are more than four million Australians who have a print disability and need our help. And, with continued support from organisations such as Blackstone Audio, Vision Australia can work towards bridging the information divide that has been a barrier to our community for too long,” said Gerard Menses, CEO, Vision Australia.

This partnership between Australia’s largest blindness agency and a major commercial vendor of English language materials demonstrates how organisations work together to expand mutually beneficial opportunities to other blindness agencies and increase the availability of accessible information.

DAISY Magazine Update
The Monthly now on Daisy!
Subscribers to the library’s Consumer Interest and Current Affairs DAISY Magazine may notice a new title in the compilation from this edition.  The Monthly Magazine publishes extensive essays and commentary on Australian society, covering issues such as politics - both national and international - the environment, arts and culture.  Contributors include leading Australian writers and intellectuals, including Louis Nowra, Paul Barry, Robert Manne and Kate Jennings.

The library is currently trialling the use of Synthetic Voice technology for the production of magazine content; the DAISY version of The Monthly is the first such magazine to be produced. The library welcomes all feedback regarding the Monthly’s content or the synthetic voice production; if you wish to provide feedback, or if you would like to subscribe to this compilation in order to receive this magazine, please contact the library on 1300 65 46 56 or at library@visionaustralia.org.

Australian Braille Book of the Year Award
HAVE YOU VOTED?
Have you voted yet for the Braille Book of the Year?

Then vote again!

You can vote as many times as you like and with 80 Miles Franklin award winners in Braille to choose from, you may have trouble narrowing down your top five or top ten favourites!

Thanks to our sponsor, Copyright Agency Limited (CAL), Vision Australia has been able to produce a large selection of titles.  Combining new productions with some of those already existing in our collection, it is timely that the re-introduction of this award is selected from finalists of Australia’s most prestigious literary prize.

The Australian Braille Book of the Year Award aims to:

· Encourage and develop Braille literacy amongst people with a print disability

· Promote understanding of alternative format needs within the Australian publishing industry, and

· Increase dissemination of Australian content by transcribing Australian literature into formats accessible to people with a print disability, and encouraging the reading of these.

All Braille users registered with the library service are encouraged to vote with the winning book announced in an awards event later this year.

To obtain a list of the 80 books please contact the library on 1300 654 656 or visit www.visionaustralia.org/library
HOW TO VOTE
Vote as many times as you like! There are 3 ways to vote:

· Vote online www.visionaustralia.org/library
· Email the library library@visionaustralia.org
· Call the library on 1300 654 656

Voting closes on March 31st 2010.
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