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Messages from the Library
Christmas-New Year holiday.
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all our Library clients a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, as we will be closed over the Christmas-New Year period. The Library will close on Thursday 24th December 2009, and will reopen on Monday 4th January 2010. If you would like additional books during this period, please contact the Library in early December.
World Philosophy Day.
To mark World Philosophy Day, 19th November, in this issue we feature books on philosophy.  We hope you find them interesting!
World Philosophy Day is intended to inspire people to explore philosophy and new ways of thinking, and aims to spur discussion on world issues of current importance.

Competition.
In keeping with the Theme, this month we have a Philosophy Quiz. You could be in the running to win a couple of Audio Described DVDs!
New packaging.
As part of the supply of the new DAISY format, Vision Australia Information Library Service has introduced improvements to the delivery of DAISY CDs for clients who receive their books in the post. You may now receive your DAISY books and magazines in a cardboard CD mailer which can be reused to return the item to the Library. This packaging is linked to our new process, which creates discs as clients request them.
This process (often referred to as “BoD”), ensures that borrowers no longer have to wait for titles to be returned from other clients, as copies of books can be produced and distributed on request. This means that waiting times for titles are reduced. BoD mailers are handled by Australia Post in the same manner as ordinary letters. Please note that even though your name is printed on the disc, you must return it in the mailer to the Library once you have finished with it. 
For more information on this new development please refer to the BoD packaging section of this issue.

Audiobooks Online
Did you know that Library borrowers are able to download Vision Australia books using i-access ® online?  Each month new titles are added and it’s a great way to listen to audio books using your computer or Victor Stream or Bookport device (if you have one).  As well as i-access ® online, there are many other websites that also provide an audio book download service. 
One of these is Project Gutenberg. http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Gutenberg:The_Audio_Books_Project
Project Gutenberg began in the United States in 1971. The site holds books in the ‘public domain’ (e.g. titles that are out of copyright) and it also stores books in text and HTML. All books are produced by volunteers.

The collection includes: 

* Alice in Wonderland, Through the Looking-Glass, Peter Pan and Aesop's Fables.
* Ulysses, Moby Dick, and Paradise Lost.

* References such as Roget's Thesaurus, almanacs, a set of encyclopaedias and dictionaries, philosophy and natural history texts. 
Readers’ Reviews
Off the Returns Trolley…

“Tango One” by Stephen Leather. 
Format: DAISY (AU111093).
Narrator: Stephen Greif.

Written in: 2002.
Set in: Contemporary London.
Subject Interest Codes: Detective and Mystery Fiction, Crime Fiction, and Suspense Fiction

Summary: On their first day of training with the Metropolitan Police, new recruits Jamie, Bunny and Tina are asked to join a team of undercover detectives, a secret unit involved in the long-term penetration of criminal gangs. Their target? One of the world's biggest drug dealers: Den Donovan, alias "Tango One". To close in on their quarry, the three must go back into the outside world and become criminals themselves. But someone within the Met is pursuing an alternative agenda. Someone who has deliberately put their lives on the line...

Reader Comments: “I have to tell you that this is one of the best books of its kind I have ever read! It was a brilliantly worked out plot – something happening all the time.” 

“The Charmed Circle” by Catherine Gaskin. 
Format: DAISY (AU 95399).
Written in: 1988.
Set in: Wartime Britain.
Subject Interest Codes: Family Stories, and War Fiction.
Narrator: Carol Marsh.

Summary: The charmed circle of the Seymour family, a small group who appear to have everything - talent, fame, beauty, money and power - are not immune to tragedy. When this comes it serves only to bring the sisters and their father even closer together: a dramatic saga starting on a clear summer’s day during the Battle of Britain.

Reader Comments: “Fascinating story and warm family saga.” 
“Il Dottore” by Ron Felber. 
Formats: DAISY (AU 94455) Compact Disc (AU 92619), Tape (AU 96018).

Narrator: Jim Knobeloch.

Written in: 2004.

Set in: Late twentieth century New York.
Subject Interest Codes: Biography, and Biography – Medical.

Summary: 'Il Dottore' is the true story of a nerdy Jewish kid - from the Bronx, who, through a series of circumstances, became physician to top Mafia Dons including John Gotti, Carlos Gambino, and Joe Bonanno. At the same time, his reputation as a medical genius was spreading, and he was fast becoming one of the nation's leading cardiac surgeons. Ron Felber paints a vivid portrait of this doctor's unlikely life in the fast lane as he becomes a top confidante of New York's most notorious criminals. Eventually he is forced to make a choice between his loyalty to the mafia and his medical career.

Reader Comments: “Il Dottore – riveting and compulsive reading. This took me on a non stop ride. A real page turner.” 
Theme of the Issue – Philosophy
19th November marks World Philosophy Day. In this issue we feature books on philosophy.
“The consolations of philosophy” by Alain de Botton.
Format: DAISY (AU 109378).
Narrator: Multiple narrators.
Written in: 2000.
Subject Interest Code: Philosophy.
Summary: The text looks at how philosophy can console, inspire and motivate us. The book draws on the lives and works of six key philosophers to examine in turn six of our most common problems. These are Socrates on unpopularity, Epicurus on not having enough money, Seneca on frustration, Montaigne on inadequacy, Schopenhauer on having a broken heart and Nietzsche on difficulties.

“50 philosophy ideas you really need to know” by Ben Dupre.
Format: DAISY (AU 114415).
Narrator: Gavin Le Boit.
Written in: 2007.
Subject Interest Code: Philosophy.
Summary: An introduction to Western philosophy for the general reader. In a series of accessible and engagingly written essays, “50 Philosophy Ideas You Really Need to Know “ introduces and explains the problems of knowledge, consciousness, identity, ethics, belief, justice and aesthetics that have engaged the attention of thinkers from the era of the ancient Greeks to the present day. Topics include: Plato's Cave, Virtue Ethics, Do Animals Feel Pain?, Occam's Razor, The Freewill Defence and many more.

“The Tao of Pooh” and, “The Te of Piglet” by Benjamin Hoff.
Format: DAISY (AU 111531).

Narrator: Unknown.

Written in: 1982.
Subject Interest Codes: Religious Literature and Philosophy.

Summary: Winnie-the-Pooh has a way of doing things, which has made him the world's most beloved bear. And Pooh's way seems strangely close to the ancient principles of Taoist Philosophy. Hesitant Piglet exhibits a very important principle of Taoism: the Te - a Chinese word meaning virtue of the small. The author's explanations of Taoism and Te through Pooh and Piglet show that this is not an ancient and remote philosophy, but something you can use here and now.

“The god delusion” by Richard Dawkins.
Formats: DAISY (AU 105295) and Braille (AU 109605).
Narrator: Francis Greenslade.
Written in: 2006.
Subject Interest Codes: Philosophy and Language and Cultural Criticism.
Summary: As the author of many works on science and philosophy, Richard Dawkins has always asserted the irrationality of belief in God and the grievous harm he claims it has inflicted on society. While Europe is becoming increasingly secularized, the rise of religious fundamentalism, whether in the Middle East or Middle America, is dramatically and dangerously dividing opinion around the world. In America, and elsewhere, a vigorous dispute between ‘intelligent design’ and Darwinism is seriously undermining and restricting the teaching of science. In many countries religious dogma from medieval times still serves to abuse basic human rights such as women’s and gay rights. And all from a belief in a God whose existence, Dawkins argues, lacks evidence of any kind. 

“The art of happiness: a handbook for living” by Dalai Lama and Howard Cutler.
Formats: DAISY (AU 110983), Compact Disc (AU 84863) and Tape (AU 72615).
Narrator: multiple narrators.

Written in:1998.
Subject Interest Codes: Philosophy, Psychology, and Religious Literature.
Summary: Through conversations, stories, and meditations, the Dalai Lama shows us how to defeat day-to-day anxiety, insecurity, anger, and discouragement. Together with Dr. Cutler, he explores many facets of everyday life, including relationships, loss, and the pursuit of wealth, to illustrate how to ride through life's obstacles on a deep and abiding source of inner peace. Based on 2,500 years of Buddhist meditations mixed with a healthy dose of common sense, this book crosses the boundaries of traditions to help readers with difficulties common to all human beings.

Online resources:
The Library has a range of online resources. These are just a taste!

Credo Reference
What is Philosophy?  This article discusses provides a brief definition of philosophy and historical overview:

http://www.credoreference.com/entry/heliconhe/philosophy
Who’s the hottest philosophy writer around?  This lists major philosophers from ancient times, including their seminal work:
http://www.credoreference.com/entry.do?id=9171405
Interested in reading about philosophy?  These journals are dedicated to philosophical questions and debates.
Philosophy East & West
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?vid=1&hid=104&sid=31568db8-b98f-4827-b11b-5bc7f726c522%40sessionmgr111&bdata=JmxvZ2lucGFnZT1Mb2dpbi5hc3Amc2l0ZT1laG9zdC1saXZl#db=f5h&jid=PEW
Australasian Journal of Philosophy
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?vid=4&hid=9&sid=6ac4bb6d-a449-4a85-a0ac-9cd257607e9e%40sessionmgr11&bdata=JmxvZ2lucGFnZT1Mb2dpbi5hc3Amc2l0ZT1laG9zdC1saXZl#db=anh&jid=BHK
If you would like to access our online resources, but are not registered, please contact the Library.

Philosophy Quiz
For this Quiz, please send in your answers by 27th November 2009 (include “Quiz” in the subject line of your email). The first correct entry will receive two Audio Described DVDs (“The pursuit of happyness” and “Be kind rewind”).
Please note: all answers can be found in “Theme of the Issue”.
1. Which book uses Winnie-the-Pooh to explain Taoism?
2. Who wrote “The art of happiness: a handbook for living”?
3. Which six philosophers are featured in “The consolations of philosophy”?
Visway Update
Visway is getting a face lift. 
The library will soon be releasing an updated version of Visway. There have been changes made behind the scenes to create a more stable environment and to resolve some other issues. 

We have taken Visway out of Vision Australia website structure which simplifies the look and reduces the number of links on the front page by almost half. You will only see links to the library web pages and Visway links. There will only be one search box on the front page, the Visway Basic Search, to avoid confusion.

We have updated the Subject Interest Codes or SICs as they are also known. The default number of search results per page has been changed from 10 to 20 and you can choose to view up to 500 results per page via the My Preferences option once you have logged in. You will also be able to change your password in the My Preferences section.

Wording has been refined to better explain requests (selection) and reservations (priority) and you will be able to choose to search the Music Braille Collection, Student Collection and the Christian Blind Mission Collection. You will also be able to see titles that are in production.

We have also included the “Series”, “Original Version” and “Reading Level” information in the records. Please note, not all titles will have the “original version” information, as it may not have been available to us.

Visway will be unavailable after 6pm on Wednesday November 25th for several hours while these changes take place. The new look Visway will be available from Thursday November 26th. There will be no changes to your logins or passwords and a “Visway help guide for JAWS users” will be available to download from our website.

If you have any questions about Visway, before or after the changes occur, please call us on 1300 65 46 56 or email us at library@visionaustralia.org
We hope you will enjoy the improved navigation and other changes. We have worked closely with the system vendor and while we have not been able to implement all the changes we would have liked, we think you will agree it is a vast improvement.
Australian Braille Book of the Year Award
Vision Australia is proud to announce the re-establishment of the prestigious Australian Braille Book of the Year Award. 

Thanks to our sponsor, Copyright Agency Limited (CAL), we have produced 80 adult Australian titles in Braille which are available to be borrowed from Vision Australia Information Library Service’s general collection. 

The Australian Braille Book of the Year Award aims to:

· Encourage and develop Braille literacy amongst people with a print disability

· Promote understanding of alternative format needs within the Australian publishing industry, and

· Increase dissemination of Australian content by transcribing Australian literature into formats accessible to people with a print disability, and encouraging the reading of these.

All Braille users registered with the library service are encouraged to vote for one of the 80 titles in the running. The winning book will be the one with the highest number of votes, culminating in an awards event next year.

To obtain a list of the 80 books please contact the library on 1300 654 656 or visit www.visionaustralia.org.

HOW TO VOTE
There are 3 ways to vote:

· Vote online www.visionaustralia.org
· Email the library library@visionaustralia.org
· Call the library on 1300 654 656
Vote as many times as you like! Voting closes on March 31st 2010.
Burn on Demand packaging
Those little yellow envelopes from Vision Australia …..
Thanks to all the clients who have provided feedback on the yellow mailing envelopes now used by the library for the majority of its materials.  Some changes to the original design have already been made, and we are hoping that further changes to the perforation strip will also make it easier to open these.

In the meantime, here are some suggestions about opening and closing envelopes:

· For opening, insert something underneath the edge (such as a letter opener or spoon).  The envelope will open, and then bend along the perforation line so that the address strip easily tears away. (You need to make sure that this is removed from the envelope, otherwise it will be returned to you.)

· If the tearaway strip damages the envelope (or you have difficulty in locating the adhesive strip), you can close the envelope with some sticky tape instead.

· If two discs are being returned, they can easily fit into the one envelope – there is no need to only have 1 disc per envelope.

· If you accidentally tear an envelope and don’t have another one spare, you can always ring the library on 1300 654 656 and ask for an empty container to be sent out to you.

The options available for the inclusion of Braille labelling of titles will be investigated over coming months.

Braille Music Library
Are you an aspiring musician, music teacher or student? Vision Australia Information Library Service is proud to announce the creation of a national music Braille library just for you!

For the first time in Vision Australia’s combined history, registered library users will be able to access a wide range of music Braille titles, including copies to borrow and downloading of titles to your computer.

Working in stages, the music Braille library will expand to over 2000 titles (initially) over the next 12 months. The first stage has been to catalogue the 500+ RNIB titles available for borrowing, which has almost been completed and will be available from mid-November. The second stage will encompass both cataloguing of in-house produced titles including the ability to download files where there is an electronic version available.  Finally, we hope to begin scanning older copies of in-house produced materials, and complete cataloguing any physical items leftover, to create a collection of 2000 titles.

To join the library, or to inquire further about these titles, please contact our friendly staff on 1300 654 656. 
Word of Mouth
Travel guides
Are you heading overseas this Christmas, or perhaps planning a trip for next year?  If so, the library has a selection of travel guides in DAISY format for 10 popular destinations around the world.  Each title is the perfect guide for tourists wanting to quickly pinpoint the city's most entertaining highlights and decide what to see and do in a limited time. 

They each include essential orientation advice, hints for shopping, sightseeing, eating and drinking, plus great ideas for low-budget entertainment too.  Check them out before checking in your luggage!

Amsterdam (AU 117510), Cardiff (AU 117512), Dublin (AU 117516), Edinburgh (AU 117517), Glasgow (AU 117523), London (AU 117518), New York (AU 117522), Paris (AU 117519), Rome (AU 117520) and Venice (AU 117521).
Literary Award News
The Prime Minister’s Literary Award winners were announced on 3rd November, with the prizes presented by Minister for the Arts, Peter Garrett.  

The winners are as follows:

Prize for fiction:

“The Boat” by Nam Le – DAISY available, Braille forthcoming.

The prize for Non-fiction was jointly awarded to: 

“House of Exile: The Life and Times of Heinrich Mann & Nelly Kroeger-Mann” by Evelyn Juers, and 

“Drawing the Global Colour Line” by Marilyn Lake and Henry Reynolds.
TO CONTACT THE
VISION AUSTRALIA INFORMATION LIBRARY SERVICE
CALL 1300 654 656 OR EMAIL library@visionaustralia.org
