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Welcome Message from Reader Services

World Sight Day.
To mark World Sight Day, 8th October, in this issue we feature books on eye health.  We hope you find them informative. 
World Sight Day is “a global initiative providing an opportunity to raise the profile of the causes of blindness and vision impairment and the preventative measures”.  You may also be interested in viewing the associated website - http://www.vision2020australia.org.au/news-events-world-sight-day.cfm
Overdue titles.

It is important to remember to return your books on time, so that other borrowers can enjoy reading them also. This is especially important in regards to Braille books, where there may be only one copy.

Readers’ Reviews
Off the Returns Trolley…
“Trikojus: a Scientist For Interesting Times” by L. R. Humphreys.
Formats: DAISY (AU99502), Compact Disc (AU 91562).
Narrator: Stuart Halusz.
Written in: 2004.

Subject Interest Codes: Biography, Biography – Australian, Biography – Medical, Biography – Science, and Science and Technology.
Summary: Professor Victor Trikojus exerted enormous influence on the development of biochemistry in Australia. His forceful personality and his ability to master intricate detail meant that he also imposed considerable influence on academic affairs, particularly at the University of Melbourne. Trikojus established his reputation through researching Thyroid malfunction. It was during World War Two that his scientific work shone. He identified and manufactured many drugs, particularly sulphaguanidine, which controlled bacillary dysentery and was essential to the welfare of Australia's fighting forces, particularly in the New Guinea campaign. Yet during this war his professional relationship with German science and industry brought him under suspicion and he was forced to defend charges of subversion for which he was briefly imprisoned. After his death, attacks on his record brought outraged defence from senior researchers and thinkers. This biography reveals the courageous and clever man behind this intriguing scientist.

Reader Comments: “As professor at Melbourne Uni from 1951 to 1970 I knew Trikojus well and found this biog highly interesting.” 

“No second chance” by Harlan Coben.
Format: DAISY (AU 98631).
Narrator: Paul Barrett.

Written in: 2003.

Set in: Contemporary.

Subject Interest Codes: Psychological Fiction and Suspense Fiction.
Summary: A shocking attack leaves Marc Seidman clinging to life. When he awakens in hospital, he learns that his wife is dead and his baby daughter is missing. A ransom demand is soon made for her return but when the money drop is botched, Marc fears the worst. Will he ever see his daughter again?

Reader Comments: “Among the best if not THE best I’ve read for a long long time. Excellent writer and very well narrated.” 

“Girl green as elderflower” by Randolph Stow.
Format: Braille (AU 2352).
Narrator: Diana Jeffrey.
Written in: 1980
Set in: Early 1960’s, Suffolk, England.
Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction and Twentieth Century Literature.
Summary: Crispin Clare returns to his ancestral home seeking recovery and renewal after a nervous break-down. He turns to writing as a form of therapy, drawing on the fantastic, demonic and sensual folk tales of rural Suffolk.

Readers Comments: “[This book] is gorgeous. It's just delicious. I didn't want to finish it. It was really hard to send this jewel of a book back. Reading it is just like falling in love; like being in a dream. It's the kind of book one wants to read over and over again.”
“The lady and the unicorn” by Tracy Chevalier.
Formats: DAISY (AU 117147), Compact Disc (AU 90192), Tape (AU 60113).
Narrator: Cornelius Garrett.
Written in: 2003.
Set in: Mediaeval Europe.
Subject Interest Codes: Biographical Fiction, Historical Fiction and Historical Romance Fiction.

Summary: Jean le Viste, a newly wealthy member of the French court, commissions tapestries to hang in his chateau. Nicolas, his chosen designer, meets le Viste's wife Genevieve and his daughter Claude, both of whom take a keen interest in the tapestries. From Paris, Nicolas moves to a weaver's workshop in Brussels. The creation of the tapestries brings together people who would not otherwise meet - their lives become entangled, and so do their desires. As they fall in love, are shunned, take revenge, find unrequited love, turn to the church or to pagan ideals, the tapestries become to each an ideal vision of life - yet all discover that they are unable to make this ideal world their own.

Readers Comments: ““[This book is] most entertaining, funny, enjoyable, touching and instructive.”
Message from the Acquisitions Librarian

Hello everyone,

The Queensland Premier’s Literary Awards were announced recently, with the major prizes being awarded as follows:

Fiction: “Wanting” by Richard Flanagan - available in DAISY (AU 116256) and Braille (AU 117501).
Non-Fiction: “The Tall Man” by Chloe Hooper.
Australian Short Story Collection: “The Boat” by Nam Le - available in DAISY (AU 114903).
Poetry Collection: “The Striped World” by Emma Jones.
Young Adult Book Award: “A Small Free Kiss in the Dark” by Glenda Millard. 
Children’s Book: “Little Blue” by Gaye Chapman.
Science Writer Award: “Pasteur’s Gambit” by Stephen Dando-Collins.
History Book: “Stella Miles Franklin” by Jill Roe.
Literary or Media Work Advancing Public Debate: “Code of Silence” by Sarah Ferguson.
Siobhan Dennis

Acquisitions and Copyright Librarian
Theme of the Issue – Eye Health
8th October marks World Sight Day. In this issue we feature books on eye conditions.
“Macular degeneration : the latest scientific discoveries and treatments for preserving your sight” by Robert D'Amato and Joan Snyder.
Format: Tape (AU 59669).
Narrator: Maureen Macleod.
Subject Interest Codes: Vision Impairment and Health Care.
Summary: This book gives a broad overview of this extremely common and debilitating eye disease. The co-authors, a leading ophthalmologist and a patient with macular degeneration, present the information from both the technical point of view and the laymen's point of view. The book covers many aspects of macular degeneration, including its definition, types, diagnosis, treatments, and coping methods. The treatments section includes a comparison of alternative therapies as well as standard medical treatments. There are also chapters on possible causes of macular degeneration and potential ways to lower the risk of developing the disease.  

“Macular degeneration : the complete guide to saving and maximizing your sight” by Lylas G. Mogk and Marja Mogk.
Formats: DAISY (AU 98261), Tape (AU 77319).

Narrator: Andrew Gemmill.

Subject Interest Codes: Vision Impairment and Health Care.
Summary: The author, a doctor and loving daughter of a parent with this frightening though manageable condition, explains the ailment and how to take steps to limit its effect on one's life. Includes information on reducing risk factors, experimental treatments and research, coping with depression and frustration, what families and friends can do to help and healthy recipes.

“Understanding age-related macular degeneration” by the Royal Victorian Institute for the Blind.
Format: Tape (AU 85752).
Narrator: Unknown.

Subject Interest Codes: Vision Impairment and Health Care.

Summary: Contains basic information on age-related macular degeneration, as displayed on the RVIB website in 2000.

“Diabetic retinopathy” by Royal Victorian Institute for the Blind.
Format: Tape (AU 85755).
Narrator: Unknown.
Subject Interest Code: Health Care.
Summary: Contains basic information on diabetic retinopathy, as displayed on the RVIB website in 2000.

Prime Minister’s Literary Awards
Hello everyone

The Prime Minister’s Literary Award, now in its second year, is Australia’s richest literary prize, with prizes of $100,000 each being awarded for the best work of fiction and non-fiction. 
The 2009 shortlist has been released. The Library holds the following books in the list:
Fiction

“The Pages” by Murray Bail – DAISY (AU 114484), Braille  (AU 117851).
“People of the Book” by Geraldine Brooks – DAISY (AU 114825).
“Wanting” by Richard Flanagan – DAISY (AU 116953), Braille (AU 117327).

“Everything I Knew” by Peter Goldsworthy – DAISY (AU 115691).
“One Foot Wrong” by Sofie Laguna – Braille (AU 117850).
“The Boat” by Nam Le – DAISY (AU 114903).
“The Good Parents” by Joan London – DAISY (AU 114445).
Non-Fiction

“Van Diemen’s Land” by James Boyce – DAISY (AU 113028), Braille (AU 115129).
“American Journeys” by Don Watson – DAISY (AU 114741), Braille (AU 115781).
The winners will be announced by Prime Minister Kevin Rudd later this year.

Siobhan Dennis

Acquisitions and Copyright Librarian

Writers who write like…

MARGERY ALLINGHAM 
(Detective and Mystery fiction)
Agatha Christie; Cyril Hare; Ngaio Marsh; Dorothy L Sayers; Josephine Tey.
In the News

“Books Alive” 

You may be familiar with the recent “Books Alive” campaign booklet “50 books you can’t put down”. 
The Library holds the following books in the list:
“The Slap” by Christos Tsiolkas - DAISY (AU 116256), Braille (AU 117501).

“The Lieutenant” by Kate Grenville – DAISY (AU 115329), Braille (AU 115579).

“Shantaram” by Gregory David Roberts – DAISY (AU 103804), Tape (AU 103807), Braille (AU 89984).

“How to Break Your Own Heart” by Maggie Alderson – DAISY (AU 115926).

“The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society” by Mary Ann Shaffer – DAISY (AU 115099).

“The Road” by Cormac McCarthy – DAISY (AU 107938).
“Through a Glass Darkly” by Caroline Jones – DAISY (AU 117268).
“The Vanishing Act of Esme Lennox” by Maggie O'Farrell – DAISY (AU 108061).
“A Fraction of the Whole” by Steve Tolz – Braille (AU 117853).
“1788 : the brutal truth of the first fleet” by David Hill – DAISY (AU 116466).
“My God! It’s a Woman” by Nancy Bird – Tape (AU 85856).

“Wanting” by Richard Flanagan – DAISY (AU 116953), Braille (AU 117327).

“The Host” by Stephenie Meyer – DAISY (AU 114400).
Australian Braille Book of the Year Award
Being a subscriber to the Digital Club, you are the first to know that Vision Australia is proud to announce the re-establishment of the prestigious Australian Braille Book of the Year Award. 

Thanks to our sponsor, Copyright Agency Limited (CAL), we have produced 80 adult Australian titles in Braille which are available for loan from Vision Australia Information Library Service’s general collection. 

The Australian Braille Book of the Year Award aims to:

· Encourage and develop Braille literacy amongst people with a print disability

· Promote understanding of alternative format needs within the Australian publishing industry, and

· Increase dissemination of Australian content by transcribing Australian literature into formats accessible to people with a print disability, and encouraging the reading of these.

All Braille users registered with the library service are encouraged to vote for one of the 80 titles in the running. The winning book will be the one with the highest number of votes, culminating in an awards event next year.

To obtain a list of the 80 books please contact the library on 1300 654 656. The list will also be published on our website later this month.

HOW TO VOTE

You can vote as many times as you like! There are 3 ways to vote:

· Vote online www.visionaustralia.org from mid-October

· Email the library library@visionaustralia.org
· Call the library on 1300 654 656
Voting closes on March 31st 2010.
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