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Messages from the Library
Library and Information Week 2010
Library and Information Week 2010 is the 24th-30th May 2010. This year’s theme is “Access All Areas”, highlighting the less visible parts of a Library, including databases and reference services.

Competition
In keeping with the Theme, this month we have a “Library and Information Week Quiz”. You could be in the running to win a couple of Audio Described DVDs!

Quiz winner
Thank you to everyone who responded to last issue’s “Pulitzer Prizes Quiz”. Congratulations to our winner Kendra Wells of Banks, ACT.  We hope you enjoy your DVDs!
DAISY Magazine Navigation Instructions.
Are you having trouble navigating your Daisy magazines? 
Vision Australia Library produces magazine navigation sheets for PTN1, Victor Classic X+ and Victor Classic + Daisy players. If you would like one, please contact the Library, or visit http://www.visionaustralia.org.au/info.aspx?page=1785.
Theme of the Issue – Library & Information Week
Libraries… 
Libraries provide borrowers with resources, information and services. In addition to databases and reference services, Vision Australia Information and Library Service (VAILS) also offers books in alternative format, the i-access ® online service (which includes a wide range of newspapers, magazines and digitally accessible books), audio magazines, an Inter Library Loans service, a Personal Support Service, a Student Materials Production Service, and books and magazines in languages other than English.

… and Information.
In keeping with this year’s Library and Information Week theme “Access All Areas”, here we feature our online databases. 

VAILS offers the following online databases:

· Credo Reference One hundred reference titles including the Macquarie Dictionary 

· Health and Wellness Resource Centre: Reliable health information 

· Australian and New Zealand Reference Centre 

· Britannica online: Encyclopedias since 1768 

· General OneFile: Broad range of e-journals 

· Science Resource Centre 

· MasterFILE Premier 

· All Ebsco Databases 

· Consumer Health Complete 

These databases contain online magazines and journals from Australia and around the world, including Choice, New Scientist, Good Medicine and Australian Geographic. Please visit http://www.visionaustralia.org.au/info.aspx?page=516 for further information.
If you would like to access any of these online databases, please contact the Library for a user name and password.  

Reference services are also available. 
National Simultaneous Storytime 2010 – 11am 26th May.
National Simultaneous Storytime is a campaign organised by the Australian Library and Information Association, to promote the value of books. The aim is to encourage young people to read, share books and become involved in other fun and engaging library based activities. 
This year’s book is “Little white dogs can’t jump” by Bruce Whatley and Rosie Smith. It will be read simultaneously to children in a variety of venues around Australia.

This year, Vision Australia Library will visit Clarinda Primary school in Clayton, Victoria, to read the picture Braille book by one of our Library members. 

Noriko Kuchi

Youth Librarian

Online resources:

Library and Information Week 2010 
http://www.alia.org.au/liw/ – find out all about Library and Information Week 2010 (24-31 May)!
National Simultaneous Storytime 2010 (26 May)

http://www.alia.org.au/storytime/ - find out more about National Simultaneous Storytime!
Information Awareness Month 2010 (May)
http://www.informationawarenessmonth.com.au/about_IAM/index.cfm 

Information Awareness Month aims to promote the diversity of the information industry.

Library and Information Week Quiz
Send in your answers to library@visionaustralia.org  by 4th June 2010 – please include “Quiz” in the subject line of your email. The first correct entry will receive a couple of Audio Described DVDs (“Million Dollar Baby” and “Walk hard: the Dewey Cox story”).
Q1. Which online database contains Choice magazine? 
Q2. Which online database contains New Scientist magazine? 
Q3. Which online database contains Australian Geographic magazine? 
“Pulitzer Prizes Quiz” Answers
A1. 1917.

A2. Don Murray of Boston Herald.
A3. Staff of the Washington Post.

Audiobooks Online
Did you know that Library borrowers are able to download Vision Australia books using i-access ® online?  Each month new titles are added and it’s a great way to listen to audio books using your computer or Victor Stream or Bookport device (if you have one).  As well as i-access ® online there are many other websites that also provide an audio book download service. 

In this issue we feature ReadHowYouWant http://www.readhowyouwant.com/
ReadHowYouWant holds a range of titles, including bestsellers. The collection includes both public domain and modern titles. As well as DAISY and audio, ReadHowYouWant provides books in Braille, e-Book, and a wide range of large print font sizes. The website allows books to be searched by author, title, category, format, new releases and publisher.

ReadHowYouWant is an Australian company based in Sydney. It was started in 

response to the reading difficulty experienced by one of the founders’ sisters, as a 

result of Multiple Sclerosis.

Readers’ Reviews
Off the Returns Trolley…
“Parky : My Autobiography” by Michael Parkinson.
Format: DAISY (AU 120072).

Narrator: Ian Redford.

Published in: 2008.

Subject Interest Codes:  Autobiography, and Biography - Stage and Screen.

Summary: From prize-winning journalist to chat show king on a show voted one of the top ten British TV programmes of all time, Michael Parkinson's career spans over four decades. Now an international celebrity himself, the man from a humble but colourful Yorkshire mining family who can tease out the secrets of even the most reticent star guest, at last reveals his own story. His distinguished career has involved working on highly acclaimed current affairs and film programmes. His wide interests and expertise include jazz, film, football and cricket.

Reader Comments:  “Many thanks I loved it – what a fantastic life he has led!” 
“The Chimney Sweeper's Boy” by Barbara Vine.
Format: DAISY (AU 95403).

Narrator: Rachel Atkins.

Published in: 1998.

Set in: 20th Century England.

Subject Interest Code: Detective and Mystery Fiction.

Summary: The obituaries for Gerald Candless were respectful - an admired and popular writer, once a candidate for the Booker Prize. The trouble was, as his daughter Sarah soon discovered when she embarked on a memoir of him, very few of these facts were true. It seemed that her father had taken on a different identity at some point in his life... that he wasn't Gerald Candless at all. But if he wasn't Candless, who was he? And what had driven him to conceal his real identity even from his wife and children?

Reader Comments: “Very absorbing book – difficult to stop listening – don’t know how I feel about the ending.” 

“Kissing the Gunner's Daughter” by Ruth Rendell.
Series: Inspector Wexford (no. 16). Sequel to: “The Veiled One”. Followed by: “Simisola”. 

Formats: DAISY (AU 104816), Braille (AU 12108).

Narrator: Carol Marsh.

Published in: 1992.

Set in: 20th century England.

Subject Interest Code: Detective and Mystery Fiction.
Summary: Friday the thirteenth of May is the day Sergeant Caleb Martin confiscates a replica gun from his son. It is also the day he will lose his life in a bank robbery, and the first link in the chain of events that will lead to a number of deaths. When three people are discovered shot at Tancred House, Chief Inspector Wexford comes to believe there is a connection between the two apparently unrelated crimes. But only the seventeen-year-old daughter of one of the victims survives to provide the most confusing of clues.

Reader Comments: “This is outstanding.” 
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