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Messages from the Library
2010
Welcome to our first issue for 2010! We are looking forward to another great year of “Read This”.
Australia
Australia Day is the 26th January. In this issue we feature books about Australia.  We hope you find them interesting!
Competition
In keeping with the Theme, this month we have an Australia Quiz. You could be in the running to win a couple of Audio Described DVDs!

Quiz winner
Thank you to everyone who responded to last issue’s Philosophy Quiz. Congratulations to our winner Gisele Mesnage of Milsons Point, NSW. We hope you enjoy your DVDs!
Readers’ Reviews
Off the Returns Trolley…
“The Young Rebecca: writings of Rebecca West 1911-17” Selected and Introduced by Jane Markus.
Format: DAISY (AU 95747).

Narrator: Gretel Davis.

Written in: 1983.

Set in: England.

Subject Interest Codes: Essays, Language and Cultural Criticism and Feminist Non Fiction.

Summary: This collection of the author's earliest writing not only introduces the strong writer to be, but also gives a clear picture of a turbulent and lively era in British political and literary history. Rebecca West began to storm the world at the age of eighteen in "The new freewoman", demolishing government, church, judiciary, the Labour Party and trade unions with an impartial exuberance that was dedicated but never dogmatic. This tough political journalism was written at a time when women could neither vote nor divorce their husbands, and worked, if at all, as domestic servants.
Reader Comments: “What a brilliant young woman with acerbic wit. I think she would have been pleased with her reader”.
“The Time of the Dragons” by Bruce Venables.
Followed by: “Two Tigers, One Mountain”.

Formats: DAISY (AU 113037), Braille (AU 115128).

Narrator: Michael Duggan.

Written in: 2008.

Set in: China.
Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction, Family Chronicles and Historical Fiction.

Summary: For the first time in 3,000 years no emperor sits on the Dragon Throne. China is a seething cauldron of vice and corruption. Soon the Japanese will invade, and China will bleed like never before. In the eye of the storm sits the British Crown Colony of Hong Kong, jewel of the South China Sea. Like Hong Kong itself, Inspector Richard Brewster, an idealistic young Englishman, struggles to survive in the maelstrom of war and political upheaval that is China in the 1920s and 30s.Pirates and triad societies risk the wrath of the Kuo Min Tang army in a murderous hunt for a fabled treasure. Within the very ranks of the Hong Kong Police Force itself, desperate young men form a triad for their mutual protection. The illegal secret society becomes a malevolent dragon, spreading its wings to cast a shadow of evil across half the world. From the pirate enclaves of the South China Sea to the opulent mansions of Victoria Peak; from the Japanese invasion of Shanghai to the vicious aerial combat of the Battle of Britain; Richard Brewster's life spins out of control in a world of passion, corruption and intrigue.
Reader Comments: “An extra good book”.

 “The Cockney Girl” by Gilda O’Neill.
Format: DAISY (AU 108823).

Narrator: Elizabeth Flood.

Written in: 1992.
Set in: England.
Subject Interest Codes: Family Stories, Great Britain Fiction and Twentieth Century Literature

Summary: For Rose Fairleigh, the annual migration from Poplar to the Kentish hop fields is a welcome escape from London's dust and grime. Her only worries are that
it will interrupt the romance between her pretty daughter Jess and gentle Jack Barnes, and that her three unruly boys will get up to trouble in her absence. During the "hopping time" Charlie Fairleigh is drawn into life in Limehouse's Chinatown, as henchman to the shadowy Mr Chen. Meanwhile, Jess finds the landowner's son is turning his attentions to her.
Reader Comments: “A truly lovely story”.

“Angel Puss” by Coleen McCullough.
Format: DAISY (AU 107408).

Narrator: Kellie Jones.

Written in: 2007.

Set in: England.
Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction, Perceptive Fiction and Twenty First Century Literature.

Summary: King's Cross, 1960. Twenty-one-year-old Harriet is determined to defy convention. A newly qualified X-ray technician earning a coveted male wage, she ignores her father’s warning that "only fools, Bohemians and tarts live at Kings Cross", and moves into Mrs Delvecchio Schwartz’s rooming house. There she discovers that Mrs Delvecchio Schwartz has more sources of income than rents. She casts horoscopes, reads tarot cards, and gazes into her crystal ball - far more profitable! But it is mute four-year-old Flo - her mother’s medium and beloved angel puss - who captures Harriet’s heart. 

Reader Comments: “A wonderful book”.

Theme of the Issue – Australia
The 26th January marks Australia Day. In this issue we feature books about Australia.
“Pulse of the nation : a portrait of Australia” by Mark Day. 
Formats: DAISY (AU 101937), Tape (AU 82582).

Narrator: Francis Greenslade.

Written in:1999.

Subject Interest Codes: Australia Non-Fiction, Australian History, History and 

Travel and Culture.

Summary: The author sets out to explore his land and distil the essence of what it means to be Australian - who we are, where we're from, and where we're going in the 21st century. The vivid descriptions of his travels bring to life the places, the characters, the mysteries and the moods of a unique and beautiful land.

“The tyranny of distance: how distance shaped Australia's history” by Geoffrey Blainey.
Formats: DAISY (AU 115202), Braille (AU 117855).

Narrator: Michael Duggan.

Written in: 2001.

Subject Interest Codes: Australia Non-Fiction, Australian History and History.

Summary: In "The Tyranny of Distance", an Australian classic that has been continuously in print since 1967, Geoffrey Blainey describes how distance and isolation have been central to Australia's history and in shaping its national identity, and will continue to form its future. Fully revised and updated, this edition examines how distance and isolation, while tamed, remain vital to Australia's development, even in the twenty-first-century 'global village'.
“Country : a continent, a scientist and a kangaroo” by Tim Flannery.
Formats: DAISY (AU 95186), Tape (AU 96596).

Narrator: Francis Greenslade.

Written in: 2004.

Subject Interest Codes: Australia Non-Fiction, Environment and Travel and Culture.

Summary: Country is a panoramic book about a scientist and a continent. In this, his most personal book yet, Tim Flannery writes a love letter to our great land, drawing on three decades of extensive travel, research and field work to reveal its unique nature. As he describes his own passionate encounters with the land and its people, Flannery pays particular attention to the evolution of Australia’s most distinctive animal, the kangaroo. He shows us how the destiny of this extraordinary creature is inseparable from the environment which created it. The kangaroo may seem as familiar to us as the eucalypt or the desert, a symbol on a road sign or the tail of a passenger plane, but readers of Country will never see our national emblem in the same way again.

“Australia: our heritage” by John Molony.
Formats: DAISY (AU 94382), Tape (AU 96410), Braille (AU 100114).

Narrator: Bill Conn.

Written in: 2005.

Subject Interest Codes: History, Australian History and Australia Non-Fiction.

Summary: Starting with the Aboriginal Dream Time and ending in the 21st Century, this is the story of Australia.  In learning the ways of the land, Aborigines saw the mother-earth as a life-giving entity to be respected and cherished.  They became one with it.  To Europeans, the land was a commodity lying open to their grasp; they prospered in their use of it.  Over almost ten generations, many of them also have come to understand and be one with the country. Encompassing our Aboriginal heritage and moving through the convict era and golden days, depression and drought, the building of the cities, railways and roads, the opening of the land to white settlement and the shift in focus from Europe to Asia, this history reveals a heritage built by all the men and women of Australia.

“A little history of Australia” by Mark Peel.
Formats: DAISY (AU 85587). Braille (AU 52934).
Narrator: Jenny Lovell.

Written in: 1997.

Subject Interest Codes: History, Australian History and Australia Non-Fiction.

Summary: A short history of Australia from our Aboriginal origins, to present day.

Online resources:
The Library has a range of online resources. These are just a taste!

Australia Day
This website lists all you need to know about Australia Day!
http://www.australiaday.org.au/experience/
Credo Reference
Find out about the people, history and geography of this diverse country. http://www.credoreference.com/search.do?query=australia&subject=all&view=facet
Humour Hamper
“Vintage Stuff” by Tom Sharpe.
Format: DAISY (AU 95797).

Narrator: Stephen Fry.

Written in: 1983.

Set in: Late 20th century.

Subject Interest Codes: Twentieth Century Literature, Great Britain Fiction and Satire.

Summary: A 1927 Bently trails a battered Cortina along the cypress-lined-lanes of France - at the wheel, Glodstone, eccentric housemaster.  Peregrine Roderick Clyde-Brown, a bumbling British public schoolboy, has a penchant for taking the most innocent commands literally. His adventures with Glodstone whisk him to a French castle, where he commits murder and mayhem.  

“The hitch hiker's guide to the galaxy” by Douglas Adams.
Series: The hitch hiker's guide to the galaxy, No.1.

Followed by: The restaurant at the end of the universe.

Format: DAISY (AU 102614).

Narrator: Gordon Dulieu.

Written in: 1979.

Subject Interest Codes: Science Fiction and Wit and Humour Fiction.

Summary: When the earth is demolished to make room for a galactic freeway, sole earth survivor Arthur Dent is forced to take up a life of hitchhiking around the cosmos with the aid of an alien friend and a book called `Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy'.

“The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society” by Mary Ann Shaffer. 
Format: DAISY (AU 115099).

Narrator: Taylor Owynns.

Written in: 2008.

Set in: Wartime England.

Subject Interest Codes: Country Life Fiction and Wit and Humour Fiction.

Summary: It's 1946, and as Juliet Ashton sits at her desk in her Chelsea flat, she is stumped. A writer of witty newspaper columns during the war, she can't think of what to write next. Out of the blue, she receives a letter from one Dawsey Adams of Guernsey - by chance he's acquired a book Juliet once owned - and, emboldened by their mutual love of books, they begin a correspondence. Dawsey is a member of the Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, and it's not long before the rest of the members write to Juliet - including the gawky Isola, who makes home-made potions, Eben, the fisherman who loves Shakespeare, and Will Thisbee, rag-and-bone man and chef of the famous potato peel pie. As letters fly back and forth, Juliet comes to know the extraordinary personalities of the Society and their lives under the German occupation of the island. Entranced by their stories, Juliet decides to visit the island to meet them properly - and unwittingly turns her life upside down.

“My gorgeous life” by Dame Edna Everage.
Format: DAISY (AU 107843).

Narrator: Erica Grant.

Written in: 1989.

Set in: 20th century.

Subject Interest Codes: Australian Fiction, Biographical Fiction and Wit and Humour Fiction.

Summary: This book is a humorous account of the "life" of Dame Edna Everage. It chronicles all the events which in her own words have made her a "megastar". Full of information such as how she met her bridesmaid Madge Allsop, and Norm her long suffering husband, it brings in everything which has made Dame Edna so popular.
Writers who write like…
DAVID EDDINGS
(Fantasy)
Piers Anthony; Alice Borchardt; Terry Brooks; Trudi Canavan; Cecilia Dart-Thornton; David Gemmell; Robert Jordan; Guy Gavriel Kay; Katharine Kerr; Mercedes Lackey; Tanith Lee; Juliet Marillier; Anne McCaffrey; Michael Moorcock; Terry Pratchett; Robert Rankin; Melanie Rawn; J R R Tolkien; Margaret Weis.
Audiobooks Online
Did you know that Library borrowers are able to download Vision Australia books using i-access ® online?  Each month new titles are added and it’s a great way to listen to audio books using your computer or Victor Stream or Bookport device (if you have one).  As well as i-access ® online there are many other websites that also provide an audio book download service. 

One of these is Free Classic Audio Books http://freeclassicaudiobooks.com/
Free Classic Audio Books are available in mp3 and mp4b for iTunes and iPod (which enables pausing). The iTunes player software is downloadable for free.
Australia Quiz

Send in your answers by 29th January 2010 – please include “Quiz” in the subject line of your email. The first correct entry will receive a couple of Audio Described DVDs (“1408” and “Derailed”).
1. Where did First Fleet land on the 26th January 1788?
2. What is Australia’s National Gemstone?
3. What year did Australia become a Commonwealth?
“Philosophy Quiz” – Answers.
Q1. “The Tao of Pooh” and “The Te of Piglet”.

Q2. Dalai Lama and Howard Cutler.

Q3. Socrates, Epicurus, Seneca, Montaigne, Schopenhauer and Nietzsche.
TO CONTACT THE
VISION AUSTRALIA INFORMATION LIBRARY SERVICE
CALL 1300 654 656 OR EMAIL library@visionaustralia.org
